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The Gospel of Mark – Summary of Basic Information 
From An Introduction to the New Testament by Raymond Brown 

 
 
 
DATE: 60-75, most likely between 68 and 70. 
 
AUTHOR BY TRADITIONAL (2nd CENTURY) ATTRIBUTION:  
Mark, the follower and “interpreter” of Peter, usually identified as the John Mark of 
Acts, whose mother had a house in Jerusalem. He accompanied Barnabas and Paul on 
the “First Missionary Journey” and may have helped Peter and Paul in Rome in the 60s. 
Some who reject this attribution allow that the author may have been an otherwise 
unknown Christian named Mark. 
 
AUTHOR DETECTABLE FROM CONTENTS:  
A Greek-speaker, who was not an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry and made inexact 
statements about Palestinian geography. He drew on preshaped traditions about Jesus 
(oral and probably written) and addressed himself to a community that seemingly had 
undergone persecution and failure. 
 
LOCALE INVOLVED:  
Traditionally Rome (where Christians were persecuted by Nero). Others suggestions: 
Syria, the northern Transjordan, the Decapolis, and Galilee. 
 
UNITY:  
No major reason to think of more than one author; a few would argue for different 
editions to explain differences in Matt’s and Luke’s use of Mark. 
 
INTEGRITY:  
Mark probably ended with 16:8. Mss. have appended other secondary endings 
recounting the appearance(s) of the risen Jesus. The “longer ending” (16:9- 20) is the one 
most often considered canonical. 
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DIVISION:1 
 
1:1-8:26 Part One: Ministry of Healing and Preaching in Galilee  

1. Introduction by John the Baptist; an initial day; controversy at Capernaum (1:1-
3:6) 

2. Jesus chooses the Twelve and trains them as disciples by parables and mighty 
deeds; misunderstanding among his Nazareth relatives (3:7-6:6) 

3. Sending out the Twelve; feeding 5,000; walking on water; controversy; feeding 
4,000; misunderstanding (6:7-8:26) 

 
8:27- 16:8 Part Two: Suffering Predicted; Death in Jerusalem; Resurrection 

1. Three passion predictions; Peter’s confession; the transfiguration; Jesus’ teaching 
(8:27-10:52) 

2. Ministry in Jerusalem: Entry; Temple actions and encounters; eschatological 
discourse (11:1-13:37) 

3. Anointing, Last Supper, passion, crucifixion, burial, empty tomb (14:1-16:8) 
4. An ending describing resurrection appearances appended by a later copyist 

(16:9-20). 

 
1 This way of dividing Mark is designed to enable readers to follow the flow of thought, but no claim is 
made that the evangelist would have divided the Gospel thus (a1though the beginning of passion 
predictions in chap. 8 does seem to be an intentional major divider), In particular, the distinction between 
units (marked numerically above) and their subunits is very hazy, for the latter could easily be elevated 
to units, Different structures are offered by Achtemeier, Mark (ABD) 4,546; Perkins, Mark (NInterpB) 521-
23; and Humphrey, Risen 4 (chiastic pattern). A tripartite division with 8:27-10:45 (52) as the centerpiece 
devoted to discipleship is widely advocated, e.g., E, Best in his writings. 
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The Gospel of Matthew – Summary of Basic Information 
From An Introduction to the New Testament by Raymond Brown 

 
 
 
DATE:  70-90, give or take a decade. 
 
AUTHOR BY TRADITIONAL (2nd CENTURY) ATTRIBUTION:  
Matthew, a tax-collector among the Twelve, wrote either the Gospel or a collection of 
the Lord’s sayings in Aramaic. Some who reject this picture allow that something 
written by Matthew may have made its way into the present Gospel. 
 
AUTHOR DETECTABLE FROM CONTENTS:  
A Greek-speaker, who knew Aramaic or Hebrew or both and was not an eyewitness of 
Jesus’ ministry, drew on Mark and a collection of the sayings of the Lord (Q), as well as 
on other available traditions, oral or written. Probably a Jewish Christian. 
 
LOCALE INVOLVED:  
Probably the Antioch region. 
 
UNITY AND INTEGRITY;  
No major reason to think of more than one author or of any sizable additions to what he 
wrote. 
 
DIVISION: 
 
1:1-2:23 Introduction: Origin and Infancy of Jesus the Messiah  

1. The who and how of Jesus’ identity (1:1-25) 
2. The where and whence of Jesus’ birth and destiny (2:1-23) 

 
3:1-7:29 Part One: Proclamation of the Kingdom 

1. Narrative: Ministry of John the Baptist, Baptism of Jesus, the temptations, 
beginning of the Galilean ministry (3: 1-4:25) 

2. Discourse: Sermon on the Mount (5:1-7:29) 
   
8:1-10:42 Part Two: Ministry and Mission in Galilee 

1. Narrative mixed with short dialogue: Nine miracles consisting of healings, 
calming a storm, exorcism (8:.1-9:38) 

2. Discourse: Mission Sermon (10:1-42) 
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11:1-13:52  Part Three; Questioning of and Opposition to Jesus 
1. Narrative setting for teaching and dialogue: Jesus and John the Baptist, woes on 

disbelievers, thanksgiving for revelation, Sabbath controversies and Jesus’ 
power, Jesus’ family (11:1.-12:50) 

2. Discourse: Sermon in parables (13:1-52) 
 
13:53-18:35 Part Four: Christology and Ecclesiology 

1. Narrative mixed with much dialogue: Rejection at Nazareth, feeding the 5,000 
and walking on the water, controversies with the Pharisees, healings, feeding the 
4,000, Peter’s confession, first passion prediction, transfiguration, second passion 
prediction (13:53-17 :27)  

2. Discourse: Sermon on the church (18:1-35) 
 
19:1-25:46  Part Five: Journey to and Ministry in Jerusalem 

1. Narrative mixed with much dialogue: Teaching, judgment parables third passion 
prediction, entry to Jerusalem, cleansing the Temple: clashes with authorities 
(19:1-23:39) 

2. Discourse: Eschatological Sermon (24:1-25:40) 
 
26:1-28:20  Climax: Passion, Death, and Resurrection 

1. Conspiracy against Jesus, Last Supper (26: 1.-29) 
2. Arrest, Jewish and Roman trials, crucifixion., death (26:30-27:56) 
3. Burial, guard at the tomb, opening of tomb, bribing of the guard, resurrection 

appearances (27:57- 28:20) 
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The Gospel of Luke – Summary of Basic Information 
From An Introduction to the New Testament by Raymond Brown 

 
 
 
DATE:  70-90, give or take five to ten years. 
 
AUTHOR BY TRADITIONAL (2nd CENTURY) ATTRIBUTION:  
Luke, a physician, the fellow worker and traveling companion of Paul. Less well 
attested: a Syrian from Antioch. 
 
AUTHOR DETECTABLE FROM CONTENTS: 
An educated Greek-speaker and skilled writer who knew the Jewish Scriptures in Greek 
and who was not an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry. He drew on Mark and a collection of 
the sayings of the Lord (Q), as well as some other available traditions, oral or written. 
Probably not raised a Jew, but perhaps a convert to Judaism before he became a 
Christian. Not a Palestinian.  
 
LOCALE INVOLVED: 
To churches affected directly or indirectly (through others) by Paul’s mission. Serious 
proposals center on areas in Greece or Syria. 
 
UNITY AND INTEGRITY:  
Western Greek mss. lack significant passages found in other mss. (Western Non-
Interpolation: Issue 1 below). 
 
DIVISION:2 
 
1:1-4  Prologue 
 
1:5-2:52 Introduction: Infancy and Boyhood of Jesus 

1. Annunciations of conceptions of John the Baptist and Jesus (1 :5-45; 1 :56) 
2. The Magnificat and the other canticles (1 :46-55) 
3. Narratives of birth, circumcision! and naming of John the Baptist and Jesus (1:57-

2:40) 
4. The boy Jesus in the Temple (2:41-52) 

 
2 Although one may divide the body of the Lucan Gospel geographically in terms of Galilee and the road 
to Jerusalem, further subdivision is difficult and inevitably arbitrary, since one episode runs into another.  
Convenience of treatment has played a large role in the subdivision of Luke. 
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3:1-4:13 Preparation for the Public Ministry 
 Preaching of John the Baptist, baptism of Jesus, his genealogy, the temptations 
 
4:14-9:50 Ministry in Galilee 

1. Rejection at Nazareth; activities at Capernaum and on the Lake (4:14-5:16) . 
2. Reactions to Jesus: Controversies with the Pharisees; choice of the Twelve and 

preaching to the multitude on the plain (5: 17-6:49) Miracles and parables that 
illustrate Jesus’ power and help to reveal his identity; mission of the Twelve (7: 1-
9:6) 

3. Questions of Jesus’ identity: Herod, feeding of the 5,000, Peter’s confession, first 
and second passion prediction, transfiguration (9:7-50) 

 
9:51-19:27  Journey to Jerusalem 

1. First to second mention of Jerusalem (9:51-13:21) 
2. Second to third mention of Jerusalem (13:22-17:10) 
3. Last stage of journey till arrival in Jerusalem (17:11-19:27)  

 
9:28-21:38  Ministry in Jerusalem 

1. Entry into Jerusalem and activities in the Temple area (19:28-21:4) 
2. Eschatological discourse (21 :5-38) 

 
22:1-23:56  Last Supper, Passion, Death, and Burial 

1. Conspiracy against Jesus, Last Supper (22: 1-38) 
2. Prayer and arrest on the Mount of Olives, Jewish and Roman burial (22:39-23:25) 
3. Way of the cross, crucifixion, burial (23:26-56) 

 
24: 1-53  Resurrection Appearances in the Jerusalem Area 

1. At the empty tomb (24: 1.-12) 
2. Appearance on the road to Emmaus (24: 13-35) 
3. Appearance in Jerusalem and ascension to heaven (24:36-53) 

                 Summary of Basic Information 
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The Acts of the Apostles – Summary of Basic Information 
From An Introduction to the New Testament by Raymond Brown 

 
 
 
DATE, AUTHOR, LOCALE:  
Same as for Luke. 
 
INTEGRITY:  
Western Greek mss. have a significant number of passages (many of them with 
additional information) missing from other mss. 
 
DIVISION: 
 
1:1-2  Introduction: Preparing Jesus’ Followers for the Spirit  

1. Jesus instructs his disciples and ascends to heaven (1:1-11) 
2. Awaiting the Spirit; replacement of Judas (1:12-26) 

 
2:1-8: la Mission in Jerusalem 

1. The Pentecost scene; Peter’s sermon (2: 1-36) 
2. Reception of the message; Jerusalem communal life (2:37-45)  
3. Activity, preaching, and trials of the apostles (3: 1-5:42) 
4. The Hellenists; toleration; Stephen’s trial and martyrdom (6:1-8:1a) 

 
  Missions in Samaria and Judea 

1. Dispersal from Jerusalem; Philip and Peter in Samaria (8:1b-25)  
2. Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch en route to Gaza (8:26-40) 
3. Saul en route to Damascus; return to Jerusalem and Tarsus (9: 1-31)  
4. Peter at Lydda, Joppa, Caesarea, and back to Jerusalem (9:32-11:18)  
5. Antioch; Jerusalem; Herod’s persecution; Peter’s depal1Ure (11:19- 12:25) 

 
13:1-15:35 Mission of Barnabas and Saul Converting Gentiles; Approval at 

Jerusalem 
1. Antioch church sends Barnabas and Saul: Mission to Cyprus and SE Asia Minor 

(13:1-14:28) 
2. Jerusalem conference and approval; return to Antioch (15:1-35) 
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15:36-28:31 Mission of Paul to the Ends of the Earth 
1. From Antioch to Ephesus and Greece, and return to Caesarea (18: 23-21: 

14) 
2. From Antioch through Asia Minor to Greece and return (15:36-18:22) 
3. Arrest in Jerusalem; imprisonment and trials in Caesarea (2.1: 15- 26:32) 
4. Journey to Rome as a prisoner (27:1-28: 14a) 
5. Paul at Rome (28:14b-31). 
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The Gospel of John– Summary of Basic Information 
From An Introduction to the New Testament by Raymond Brown 

 
 
 
DATE: 90- 110.  
Those who think that the Gospel was redacted (edited) by another hand after the main 
writer composed it may place the body of the Gospel in the 90s and the additions of the 
redactor ca. 100-110, about the same time as III John.  
 
TRADITIONAL (2nd CENTURY) ATTRIBUTION:  
To John, son of Zebedee, one of the Twelve. 
 
AUTHOR DETECTABLE FROM THE CONTENTS:  
One who regards himself in the tradition of the disciple whom Jesus loved.  If one 
posits a redactor, he too may have been in the same tradition.  Plausibly there was a 
school of Johannine writing disciples. 
 
PLACE OF WRITING:  
Traditionally and plausibly the Ephesus area, but some opt for Syria. 
 
UNITY:  
Some think sources (collection of “signs”; collection of discourses; passion narrative) 
were combined; others think of a process of several editions. In either case, plausibly the 
body of the Gospel was completed by one writer, and a redactor later made additions 
(chap. 21; perhaps 1:1-18); but no text of the Gospel has been preserved without these 
“additions.” 
 
INTEGRITY:  
The story of the woman caught in adultery (7:53-8:11.) is an insertion missing from 
many mss.; see Issue 1 below. 
 
DIVISION: 
 
1:1-18 Prologue 

An introduction to and summary of the career of the incarnate Word. 
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1:19-12:50 Part One: The Book of Signs 
The Word reveals himself to the world and to his own, but they do not 
accept him. 

1. Initial days of the revelation of Jesus to his disciples under different titles (1:1.9-
2:1.1). 

2. First to second Cana miracle; themes of replacement and of reactions to Jesus 
(chaps. 2-4): changing water to wine, cleansing the Temple, Nicodemus, the 
Samaritan woman at the well, healing the royal official’s son. 

3. Old Testament feasts and their replacement; themes of life and light (chaps. 5-
1.0): 
SABBATH – Jesus, the new Moses, replaces the Sabbath ordinance to rest (5:1.-
47); PASSOVER – the Bread of Life (revelatory wisdom and the Eucharist) 
replaces the manna (6:1-71.);  
TABERNACLES – the Source of living water and the Light of the world, u 
replaces the water and light ceremonies (7: 1-10:21);  
DEDICATION – Jesus is consecrated in place of the Temple altar (10:22-42). 

4. The raising of Lazarus and its aftermath (chaps. 11-12): Lazarus raised to life, 
Jesus condemned to death by the Sanhedrin, Lazarus’s sister Mary anoints Jesus 
for burial, entry to Jerusalem, the end of the public ministry and the coming of 
the hour signaled by the arrival of Gentiles. 

 
13:1-20:31 Part Two:  The Book of Glory 

To those who accept him, the Word shows his glory by returning to the 
Father in death, resurrection, and ascension. Fully glorified, he 
communicates the Spirit of life. 

1. The Last Supper and Jesus’ Last Discourse (chaps. 13-17): 
a. The Last Supper (chap. 13): the meal, washing of the feet, Judas’ betrayal, 

introduction to discourse (love commandment, Peter’s denials foretold); 
b. Jesus’ Last Discourse (chaps. 14-17): 

Division One (chap. 14): Jesus’ departure, divine indwelling, the Paraclete; 
Division Two (chaps. 15-16): vine and branches, the world’s hatred, 

witness by the Paraclete, repeated themes of Division One; 
Division Three (chap. 17):  the “Priestly” Prayer.  

2. Jesus’ passion and death (chaps. 18-19):  arrest, inquiry before Annas with Peter’s 
denials, trial before Pilate, crucifixion, death, and burial. 

3. The resurrection (20:1-29): four scenes in Jerusalem (two at the tomb, two inside a 
room). 

4. Gospel Conclusion (20:30-31): Statement of purpose in writing.  
 
21: 1-25 Epilogue 
  Galilean resurrection appearances; second conclusion. 


