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Is 60: 1-6 
Ps 72: 1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
Eph 3: 2-3, 5-6 
Mt 2: 1-12 

 
 

As many of you probably have realized, I have gone “cheap” here in 

the border town parishes. Because of the pandemic and us needing to 

make “cost cutting measures” so we can make ends meet, we have 

switched all of our wax and oil-based candles to that of the electric 

variety. As we have a glut of lights being used this Christmas Season, 

electric candles make it easier for us NOT to climb ladders and light 

flames up high, which should make our diocesan insurance office very 

happy. Besides, one year a group of parishioners lit about a hundred 

cheap candles that melted in the corner of a previous church; the wax 

lining of the candles melted and the flames set the church on fire. Let’s 

just say that I have an aversion to fire in my experience as a Catholic 

priest. 

That said, a couple themes concerning the Epiphany often occupy my 

prayer life during the time I reflect on how I am going to preach. The 
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first theme focuses on the symbolism of “myrrh” during this feast. I 

always imagine how parishioners would respond to me if, at the time of 

their child’s baptism, I presented to them a pickling spice that would 

prepare the baby for death… I can only imagine how parents would 

write a letter to the bishop quicker than you could say “jack rabbit” to 

get rid of me at a parish. 

In reality, the pickling spice was quite an appropriate gift in this case 

some two thousand years ago. Whereas gold was the symbol of kings 

and frankincense was the symbol of holiness, myrrh was a type of 

“forecast” the wise men presented to Christ as to the type of death he 

would have to endure for the sake of our salvation. By doing so, the 

wise men directly connect the image of that nativity to that of the cross 

and make visible the reason why God became incarnate in the first 

place. For me, I try to lead all symbols back to that death and 

resurrection, which is the message I need to keep remembering if I wish 

to live like Christ and thus find a way to heaven. 

The second image of the season is that of light. Last week as I was 

turning off lights around the church property, I was playing a 
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dichotomous game in my mind that I have decided to call “My Mother 

or ‘Motel 6.’” It’s a rather simple game that approaches the subject of 

light switches from two completely different vantage points. 

On one hand, you have your mother – within the context of this 

homily, if you were a child and living with your parents, what would be 

the first thing your mother would tell you to do when you leave a room 

in your house? She would tell you, of course, to turn the lights off in 

your house, thinking that you save money by turning off all electricity 

when you are not using it (of course my maintenance man tells me that 

this is not the case with florescent lights, as he says that I spend more 

money turning the florescent lights on and off and back on again than 

just keeping the lights on all day – who knew?). 

On the other hand, there is “Motel 6.” You listen to Tom Bodett tell a 

couple funny anecdotes on the radio, you learn that the hotel he 

sponsors is clean and inexpensive. When you come to the end of the 

commercial, what does Tom Bodett say as Motel 6’s tag line? He says, 

“Come to Motel 6 – we’ll leave the light on for you.” This makes sense in 

many ways at our parish as well. In many ways, I very much want some 
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of the lights to remain lit throughout the night, especially in dark spaces 

between buildings or in our back parish parking lot. Bad things can 

often happen in dark public parking lots and bringing in light to 

illuminate the property is just the cure that the doctor ordered. 

With this premise in mind, I started thinking how, in the world of 

faith, we often play the same game in regards to our relationship with 

God – sometimes we allow God’s light to shine fully in our hearts, to 

lead us and guide us as it did these Magi from the East, sometimes we 

turn the light off altogether in our lives and most often as Catholics, the 

great majority of us put the setting of our Catholicism to a low dim, ever 

present but not exactly illuminating in the path that we walk. 

Take the strongly illumined light. In my reflecting for this week’s 

homily, I came across an article from Time Magazine that listed 

Mahatma Gandhi as one of the three most influential people in the 20th 

Century that made the greatest contributions towards the world’s 

advancement (the other two being Franklin Delano Roosevelt and 

Albert Einstein).  
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As you probably know better than me, Gandhi was the pacifistic 

leader from India who fought the evils of the world through non-

violence, prayer and love. Because of his example and his belief in the 

Hindu principles that he followed, the people of his poor and badly 

treated country bound together to stop the oppressions laid on them by 

the enemy. I often reflect in my prayer how I wished that my devotion 

to prayer and the Blessed Sacrament were as passionate and intense in 

the same way that a person like Mahatma Gandhi followed his beliefs. 

In our lifetime, many of our faith lives have crossed paths with other 

beacons of light such as Pope John Paul II or Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

who very much lived out their faith lives that shined brightly within 

their lives. 

Take the light somewhat dimmed. The great majority of us fall into 

this category. In this analogy, we all claim to be Catholic; we all promise 

to follow the teachings of the Church during the time of our respective 

baptisms and confirmations. That said, many times exist in our lives 

when our faith lives are compromised by the desires of our secular 

world and we get tempted to “turn down the light,” so to speak, of our 
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Catholic faith, to satisfy the needs of the secular lifestyle we often crave. 

Especially in the news most recently, we have read about the struggles 

of four Catholic governors throughout the country (specifically from 

Maryland, New York, Illinois and just last week Washington State) who 

made a conscious decision to break from Catholic teaching in order to 

purport a law contrary to the faith. In each case, the governors argued 

that their faith lives felt “clean” by their decision against the faith; in 

each case, the Church would teach that these actions caused scandal to 

the Church and compromise the basic understanding of what it means 

to be “Catholic.” 

And then there are those whose switches remain off perpetually. In 

this particular case, I often focus on the story that immediately follows 

this gospel passage from the gospel of Matthew. The wise men are told 

in a dream to return to their home country via an alternate route. In a 

dream, Mary and Joseph were told to leave Bethlehem and flee to Egypt, 

eventually settling in the region of Nazareth, where they raise the child 

and keep him safe. King Herod becomes incensed – to his way of 

thinking, the wise men deceived him. Herod becomes intent on killing 
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this child which the magi were seeking so he orders all male children 

two years old and under to be sacrificed in order to perpetually rid the 

world of this new light. 

As we commemorate the anniversary of Roe v. Wade this month, we 

need to keep reminding ourselves how disposable the lives of children 

are often seen and how we justify the taking of life for whatever other 

selfish purpose we might have (including the testing of aborted children 

for the sake of vaccines to resolve the COVID pandemic). As we will 

discuss next week, the protection of life is ABSOLUTE and then never 

are we to sacrifice one life for the protection of another (see Catechism 

#2270). 

Fully lit, somewhat dim or completely turned off: how do we play 

the game “My Mother or Motel 6” in the manner in which we allow the 

light to shine within our own hearts? How are we able to allow God to 

speak to us or affect our senses? In the world of faith and the human 

senses, we cannot hear unless we are listening; we cannot see if we do 

not have light. Today’s celebration of the Epiphany reminds us that the 
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light of God continually wishes to shine within us and guide us towards 

the path that we are called to live. 

We have been taught these last few weeks that the voice of God 

wishes to speak to us but we cannot hear it unless we allow it to speak 

in the silence of our hearts. When our hearts are dim or completely 

turned off to God, we are able to see or hear very little to nothing and 

God cannot assist us in our pathway to heaven. Without God’s presence 

in our lives, we become hopelessly lost in what we do because our true 

purpose in life has become lost in the noise of the secular world that 

treats its own desires and wants as some type of “other” god that 

distracts us from understanding the one and only God that guided 

Abraham and Moses and Samuel and David, the one and only God 

revealed to us by Jesus Christ that rests not only one the table where 

God reveals himself to us in the most corporeal way but in our hearts 

where God has rested throughout our lives as well through the presence 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Each of us have been gifted by the light today’s gospel which leads us 

and guides us to our proper direction. We are all led by the star to our 
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purpose in life, to the vocation we are called to live and the kingdom of 

heaven where we can gaze upon this light for the rest of our existence. 

When we come to church and truly open our eyes to experience this 

light fully revealed, both in the manger, in the word, at the altar and 

within the people standing around us, we are able to grasp that the true 

meaning of Christmas focuses on the gift in our hearts rather than the 

ones under the tree. What a shame life becomes when we put out the 

light instead of shining it within ourselves and on others so that others 

may see through our example how influential Christ can be to us. 

In the end, when the end of our existence approaches, all those lists 

and all the things that we deem important in the secular world will fall 

by the wayside. Then, in the end, the only light that really matters will 

shed its light upon us on the Day of Judgment. Let us embrace that light 

today and follow it as the astrologers did some 2000 years ago. Let us 

follow the light, shed it on others, and share it with others. Let us 

become the common folk of the light, following the star on the way to 

the new and eternal Jerusalem. Using Motel 6 terminology, God has left 

the light out for us, so let’s follow it! This is our prayer. 


