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On this Easter Sunday, this season of light, tis season of Jesus 

penetrating the darkness with the light of his resurrection, I must tell 

you that I have a love-hate relationship with fire. In my second year as a 

priest, the first week that I was assigned to a parish and the first day that 

I was living in my new home with priest, I found myself alone in the 

house on day one. 

The other priests had left for the day and I was asked to take care of 

the duties of my vocation. That afternoon, I decided to leave the house 

to go shopping and spend time with a couple friends. As I was 

returning to the house later in the day, I saw this billow of smoke 

coming towards the direction I was heading. 

When I viewed that oncoming smoke, I had thought I had set the 

rectory on fire my first day at St. Paul’s Church in Joliet, Illinois! I do not 
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want to say it was lucky of me, but I came to find out that the fire took 

place in the house adjacent to the rectory. That said, I was panicked 

nevertheless that I had done something wrong during the first day of 

my new assignment. 

At my next assignment, we had just completed our Holy Week 

services and the pastor decided to take the following week off on 

vacation. One night during the week, I was sleeping alone in the house 

where I lived. In the middle of the night, I heard the piercing sound of a 

smoke alarm that woke me from my rest. I came to find out that 

someone on the staff had left their candle lit during the day and that 

their scented candle exploded from its glass enclosure. 

Once I was fully awake and realized what had taken place, I found 

one of the fire extinguishers in the house and put out the fire, which 

now had risen the wall of the office with the exploding candle. Thinking 

what the pastor might think of me allowing the house to catch on fire at 

night, I decided to paint the office that night – we had just painted all the 

offices during Lent, and I knew where the extra paint had been stored 
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after this project. I did not want the staff to arrive that week to see the 

damage caused by the fire – needless to say, we established a rule about 

lit candles being found at the workplace. 

At yet another parish, a group of well-intentioned Hispanics decided 

to celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe by purchasing those cheap 

Guadalupe candles at a local grocery store one year, decorating the 

image of our Mother with flowers, ribbons and what appeared to be 

about a hundred candles in the corner of the church. Because the plastic 

that encased those candles was so thin, that night as the fire melted all 

the plastic, the corner of the church was engulfed in flames. With this 

damage I was not present on the campus while it took place. Needless to 

say, the damage of the church was extensive, and the renovation of the 

damage church was quite expensive, as we realized the damage could 

have been prevented with a little common sense. 

At the last parish I served, we had just renovated a classroom into a 

beautiful adoration chapel that was utilized twenty-four hours a day, 

seven days a week. With a little ingenuity and a great deal of help from 
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the parishioners, we were able to make the chapel seamlessly flow from 

the body of the church as if the chapel had existed on the property for 

the first 170 years of its existence. 

Hanging above the altar of this chapel was a lamp controlled by a 

pulley in the back of the sacristy. When we finished our chapel project, 

we decided to install a video camera in the chapel, for the safety and 

security of our parishioners. 

One day on video, we caught a couple high schoolers playing with 

the lamp. I guess they thought it a joke to let go of the pulley on which 

the lamp hung, causing the lamp to crash to the ground. Had not a plant 

cushioned the fall of the lamp and extinguish the candle in the process, 

Lord knows what damage could have resulted from such a prank. 

After these harrowing experiences, I decided that, whenever possible, 

I would not allow live flames to be present anywhere I served. As a result, 

I choose to purchase electric candles for our sanctuary lamp, around our 

altars and anywhere the symbol of Christ’s light is present. To those 

who are purists, we demean the symbolism that the live flame 
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represents. For me, the live flame poses the threat of losing a church and 

rectory building that your ancestors toiled to build for the good of this 

community. 

I also will say that when we were renovating Sacred Heart, I spent 

more time around the fire pit than anywhere else on the property. When 

we have removed tree parts, wood, and other types of garbage from the 

property, much of it ended up in a fire pit of which I was a steward. 

Often, I would sit in an air-conditioned car during the summer, making 

sure that the fire that consumed a great deal of rubble would not get out 

of control and destroy the property around it. Fire can be destructive, 

but it also can be cleansing; it can be purifying. 

In the house where I live at St. Anne’s, I decided to get one of those 

fake fireplaces on top of which I could place my television so that I 

could have the joy of the fire without the panic of setting the house of 

blaze to me. To be honest, I do like the glow of light at the Vigil of Easter 

Sunday and during the Easter services. After a long day of ministry, for 

me a fire offers warmth and comfort that reminds me that I am not alone 
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in the faith, that the presence of the Holy Spirit comforts me during the 

best and worst of days. 

In the theology classes I teach, I instruct the students under my care 

that fire is a symbol of life and a symbol of death – fire can help build 

and certainly can cause great destruction. We are taught in the faith that 

fire also can be very purifying. One of our theologians from 1700 years 

ago named Origen used to say that in order for a faithful soul to enter 

heaven, the first had to pass through a purifying fire that we would 

understand a purgatory, a glow that fills the gulf which separates the 

earth and heaven. Origen would purport that a faithful soul passing 

through this purifying flame would be cleansed of all the venial sins 

attached to their lives. 

In the world of the theological, I like the image of that flame. I like 

that glow in the night that leads us and guides us at the Easter Vigil. I 

teach my students that the light of the Easter Vigil begins the evening 

service. With that large fire, we light our Easter Candle and the smaller 

candles that each participant holds at the beginning of the service. With 
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that light, we enter the church and we know that alone in the darkness. 

With one candle, we can pass through the darkness of the night, but 

together, all those little flames build up into a great big one that 

represents the Church universal and the glow of faith that illumines the 

presence of God. 

With that flame, we find hope in the darkness. We find comfort in 

that flame, as well as warmth. That fire is a reminder of sitting in front 

of a campfire that you feel that presence, that glow in your heart, which 

gives you hope. And that is what we are trying to do at Easter time. 

On this night, on this weekend, we learn that this light of Christ, 

which is the best type of light we can embrace, has penetrated the 

darkness and has made our lives clean; it has made our lives pure. The 

sunrise has finally come and this light is one that we do not wish to 

extinguish or from which we want to rid ourselves. With this type of 

light, we do not have to fear because Jesus is the light. And even in the 

darkest night of the soul that St. John of the Cross would reference in his 

books, if we seek out the presence of our Lord, we can find our 
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destination because God is light; God is hope. With this light, we can 

find the kingdom of heaven. 

What comforts me during Easter Time is that those who have been 

preparing for the sacraments are able to come forward and are able to 

receive this light from God, a type of grace if you will, a gift we can 

never earn, but is given by God because he loves us. The folks that are 

receiving the sacraments this year at Easter, coming from different 

backgrounds, have wonderful stories to tell, but all of them are seeking 

God’s love and have asked to embrace this metaphorical light, to cleanse 

them of their sins and to guide them to the kingdom of heaven. 

To hear their stories of faith that they shared with me last week 

makes me realize that all the weeks we have spent together taught them 

and me about this presence of God that penetrated the darkness on the 

first day of creation and lives in our heart if we choose to follow God to 

the end. 

As our gift to those who seek this light, we presented them with 

traditional Easter baskets and letters/gifts from this community to tell 
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them that they are not alone – God is with them and certainly we 

support them. At our meeting last week with these candidates and 

catechumens, I explained the symbols of the traditional Easter basket, 

which I included with this week’s bulletin. I told these individuals about 

my story of faith and asked them to share their story as well. 

At this homily, I wanted to read a couple of these stories with you 

because their stories often remind me about the newness of this journey 

towards the light and how I not take this journey for granted in what I 

do. This year, I wish to share three stories of three Caros, siblings who 

chose to receive these sacraments together to seal their relationship with 

God. 

 
JESUS CARO WRITES, 
 
I wanted to join the RCIA classes at first for the simple reason of 
wanting to make my confirmation. One day I want to get married by 
the Church. After my first class, I realized that the biggest reason I 
had to attend classes and receive my confirmation was to be closer to 
God and be on the right track. I have learned a lot from God’s and 
this Church and all the sacrifices that God has made for me. I want to 
thank everyone for having opened my eyes, for guiding me to this is 
day. My parents have always motivated me to have a relationship 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 10 
The Solemnity of Easter – B April 03-04, 2021 

with God, as well my aunts and uncles who lead a deeply religious 
life; they also had part in my decision to get closer to God. Lately I 
want to thank Father Pete for taking his time to help us understand 
the importance of receiving our sacraments. 
 
Quería unirme a las clases de RCIA al principio por la sencilla razón 
de querer hacer mi confirmación. Un día quiero casarme con la 
Iglesia. Después de mi primera clase, me di cuenta de que la razón 
más grande por la que tenía que asistir a clases y recibir mi 
confirmación era estar más cerca de Dios y estar en el camino 
correcto. He aprendido mucho de dios y de esta Iglesia y de todos los 
sacrificios que Dios ha hecho por mí. Quiero agradecer a todos por 
haber abierto los ojos.por guiarme a esto es el día. Mis padres 
siempre me han motivado a tener una relación con Dios, así como 
mis tías y tíos que llevan una vida profundamente religiosa; también 
participaron en mi decisión de acercarme a Dios. Últimamente quiero 
agradecer al Padre por tomarse su tiempo para ayudarnos a entender 
la importancia de recibir nuestros sacramentos. 
 
NORMA CARO writes, 
 
I would like to thank you ALL for making time from your personal 
lives to teach us on RCIA class. I join RCIA because in a future, I 
would like to get married and for that I need all my sacraments. 
Second, I wanted baptism my son. I am so glad I joined RCIA 
Because I feel closer to God. I remember as a child that my family and 
I will attend church every Sunday. I will say everything changed 
after we grew up and started our own lives. The time that I attended 
this Church, I felt so welcomed by this community. This makes me 
happy so see how they were supporting not just me but the full RCIA 
class. I learned that God is always with us no matter what we are 
going through in life. We must make time for God. I will say that the 
person that inspired me was my sponsor, in this case is my sister 
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Maria. I wanted to be a sponsor for the baptism of my nephew, but I 
could not because I was missing my confirmation. With COVID 19 
going on it was the perfect time to join RCIA class online. Thank you 
all for your support and prayers. 
 
Me gustaría darles las gracias a TODOS por hacer tiempo de su vida 
personal para enseñarnos en la clase RCIA. Me uno a RCIA porque 
en un futuro, me gustaría casarme y para eso necesito todos mis 
sacramentos. Segundo, quería bautizar a mi hijo. Estoy tan contenta 
de haberme unido a RCIA porque me siento más cerca de Dios. 
Recuerdo de niño que mi familia y yo asistiremos a la Iglesia todos 
los domingos. Diré que todo cambió después de que crecimos y 
empezamos nuestras propias vidas. La vez que asistí a esta Iglesia, 
me sentí muy bien recibida por esta comunidad. Esto me hace feliz, 
así que vea cómo me estaban apoyando no sólo a mí, sino a toda la 
clase RCIA. Aprendí que Dios siempre está con nosotros sin importar 
lo que estemos pasando en la vida. Debemos hacer tiempo para Dios. 
Diré que la persona que me inspiró fue mi patrocinadora, en este caso 
es mi hermana María. Quería ser patrocinador para el bautismo de 
mi sobrino, pero no pude porque me faltaba mi confirmación. Con 
COVID 19 en marcha fue el momento perfecto para unirse a la clase 
RCIA en línea. Gracias a todos por su apoyo y oraciones. 
 
 
BENJAMIN CARO writes, 
 
I joined RICA to complete my confirmation, I grew up in a Catholic 
home, but I was not so close to my religion or knew much about it 
either. Then something happened where I knew it had to be God’s 
work, I had given up on finding the right person, but God placed 
someone in my path then later became my wife, as life went on, we 
decided on trying to build our own family. We were faced with the 
obstacle of infertility; this journey was not easy, but my wife and I 
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got so close to God and we prayed and prayed and got closer and 
closer to our faith, and then God sent us the biggest blessing my wife 
and I prayed for and it is that we are expecting our miracle baby; we 
believe God had so much to do in this process and was the lead on 
this miracle. Every time I have class for RCIA, I learn something new. 
It reminds me that I am learning more about my religion and once 
my daughter is born, I have something to pass down and teach her 
about our religion and the work of God. 
 
Me uní a RICA para completar mi confirmación, crecí en una casa 
católica, pero tampoco estaba tan cerca de mi religión ni sabía mucho 
al respecto. Entonces sucedió algo en el que sabía que tenía que ser 
obra de Dios, había renunciado a encontrar a la persona adecuada, 
pero Dios puso a alguien en mi camino y más tarde se convirtió en mi 
esposa, a medida que la vida avanzaba, decidimos tratar de construir 
nuestra propia familia. Nos enfrentamos al obstáculo de la 
infertilidad; este viaje no fue fácil, pero mi esposa y yo nos acercamos 
tanto a Dios y oramos, oramos y nos acercamos cada vez más a 
nuestra fe, y entonces Dios nos envió la mayor bendición por la que 
oramos mi esposa y yo y es que estamos esperando a nuestro bebé 
milagroso; creemos que Dios tenía mucho que hacer en este proceso y 
fue el protagonista de este milagro. Cada vez que tengo clase para 
RCIA, aprendo algo nuevo. Me recuerda que estoy aprendiendo más 
acerca de mi religión y una vez que mi hija nace, tengo algo que 
transmitir y enseñarle acerca de nuestra religión y la obra de Dios. 
 
 
If we have the light of Christ in our lives, we understand our greater 

purpose. Love God love neighbor. They may not do it out there, but if 

we do it in here, if we allow that light to shine, we can find the kingdom 
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of heaven in 50 to a hundred years, we are not going to be on this earth. 

We are not going to worry about terrorism or violence or, or the 

tragedies of life. All we are going to focus on is whether we loved our 

God and loved our neighbor. Whether we allow that light to shine that 

little song from second grade, this little light of mine, I am gonna let it 

shine. Do not hide it under a bushel basket. Do not let it go out of the 

night. Do not let it set fire to erector either, but let that light burn 

brightly let the Easter morning come because there is always hope and 

Christ. If not in this world, then the next, let us embrace that Easter 

morning. That light of Christ let us share it well with the people that we 

meet. This is our prayer. 
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On this Easter Sunday, this season of light, tis season of Jesus 
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want to say it was lucky of me, but I came to find out that the fire took 

place in the house adjacent to the rectory. That said, I was panicked 

nevertheless that I had done something wrong during the first day of 

my new assignment. 

At my next assignment, we had just completed our Holy Week 

services and the pastor decided to take the following week off on 

vacation. One night during the week, I was sleeping alone in the house 

where I lived. In the middle of the night, I heard the piercing sound of a 

smoke alarm that woke me from my rest. I came to find out that 

someone on the staff had left their candle lit during the day and that 

their scented candle exploded from its glass enclosure. 

Once I was fully awake and realized what had taken place, I found 

one of the fire extinguishers in the house and put out the fire, which 

now had risen the wall of the office with the exploding candle. Thinking 

what the pastor might think of me allowing the house to catch on fire at 

night, I decided to paint the office that night – we had just painted all the 

offices during Lent, and I knew where the extra paint had been stored 
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after this project. I did not want the staff to arrive that week to see the 

damage caused by the fire – needless to say, we established a rule about 

lit candles being found at the workplace. 

At yet another parish, a group of well-intentioned Hispanics decided 

to celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe by purchasing those cheap 

Guadalupe candles at a local grocery store one year, decorating the 

image of our Mother with flowers, ribbons and what appeared to be 

about a hundred candles in the corner of the church. Because the plastic 

that encased those candles was so thin, that night as the fire melted all 

the plastic, the corner of the church was engulfed in flames. With this 

damage I was not present on the campus while it took place. Needless to 

say, the damage of the church was extensive, and the renovation of the 

damage church was quite expensive, as we realized the damage could 

have been prevented with a little common sense. 

At the last parish I served, we had just renovated a classroom into a 

beautiful adoration chapel that was utilized twenty-four hours a day, 

seven days a week. With a little ingenuity and a great deal of help from 
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the parishioners, we were able to make the chapel seamlessly flow from 

the body of the church as if the chapel had existed on the property for 

the first 170 years of its existence. 

Hanging above the altar of this chapel was a lamp controlled by a 

pulley in the back of the sacristy. When we finished our chapel project, 

we decided to install a video camera in the chapel, for the safety and 

security of our parishioners. 

One day on video, we caught a couple high schoolers playing with 

the lamp. I guess they thought it a joke to let go of the pulley on which 

the lamp hung, causing the lamp to crash to the ground. Had not a plant 

cushioned the fall of the lamp and extinguish the candle in the process, 

Lord knows what damage could have resulted from such a prank. 

After these harrowing experiences, I decided that, whenever possible, 

I would not allow live flames to be present anywhere I served. As a result, 

I choose to purchase electric candles for our sanctuary lamp, around our 

altars and anywhere the symbol of Christ’s light is present. To those 

who are purists, we demean the symbolism that the live flame 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 5 
The Solemnity of Easter – B April 03-04, 2021 

represents. For me, the live flame poses the threat of losing a church and 

rectory building that your ancestors toiled to build for the good of this 

community. 

I also will say that when we were renovating Sacred Heart, I spent 

more time around the fire pit than anywhere else on the property. When 

we have removed tree parts, wood, and other types of garbage from the 

property, much of it ended up in a fire pit of which I was a steward. 

Often, I would sit in an air-conditioned car during the summer, making 

sure that the fire that consumed a great deal of rubble would not get out 

of control and destroy the property around it. Fire can be destructive, 

but it also can be cleansing; it can be purifying. 

In the house where I live at St. Anne’s, I decided to get one of those 

fake fireplaces on top of which I could place my television so that I 

could have the joy of the fire without the panic of setting the house of 

blaze to me. To be honest, I do like the glow of light at the Vigil of Easter 

Sunday and during the Easter services. After a long day of ministry, for 

me a fire offers warmth and comfort that reminds me that I am not alone 
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in the faith, that the presence of the Holy Spirit comforts me during the 

best and worst of days. 

In the theology classes I teach, I instruct the students under my care 

that fire is a symbol of life and a symbol of death – fire can help build 

and certainly can cause great destruction. We are taught in the faith that 

fire also can be very purifying. One of our theologians from 1700 years 

ago named Origen used to say that in order for a faithful soul to enter 

heaven, the first had to pass through a purifying fire that we would 

understand a purgatory, a glow that fills the gulf which separates the 

earth and heaven. Origen would purport that a faithful soul passing 

through this purifying flame would be cleansed of all the venial sins 

attached to their lives. 

In the world of the theological, I like the image of that flame. I like 

that glow in the night that leads us and guides us at the Easter Vigil. I 

teach my students that the light of the Easter Vigil begins the evening 

service. With that large fire, we light our Easter Candle and the smaller 

candles that each participant holds at the beginning of the service. With 
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that light, we enter the church and we know that alone in the darkness. 

With one candle, we can pass through the darkness of the night, but 

together, all those little flames build up into a great big one that 

represents the Church universal and the glow of faith that illumines the 

presence of God. 

With that flame, we find hope in the darkness. We find comfort in 

that flame, as well as warmth. That fire is a reminder of sitting in front 

of a campfire that you feel that presence, that glow in your heart, which 

gives you hope. And that is what we are trying to do at Easter time. 

On this night, on this weekend, we learn that this light of Christ, 

which is the best type of light we can embrace, has penetrated the 

darkness and has made our lives clean; it has made our lives pure. The 

sunrise has finally come and this light is one that we do not wish to 

extinguish or from which we want to rid ourselves. With this type of 

light, we do not have to fear because Jesus is the light. And even in the 

darkest night of the soul that St. John of the Cross would reference in his 

books, if we seek out the presence of our Lord, we can find our 
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destination because God is light; God is hope. With this light, we can 

find the kingdom of heaven. 

What comforts me during Easter Time is that those who have been 

preparing for the sacraments are able to come forward and are able to 

receive this light from God, a type of grace if you will, a gift we can 

never earn, but is given by God because he loves us. The folks that are 

receiving the sacraments this year at Easter, coming from different 

backgrounds, have wonderful stories to tell, but all of them are seeking 

God’s love and have asked to embrace this metaphorical light, to cleanse 

them of their sins and to guide them to the kingdom of heaven. 

To hear their stories of faith that they shared with me last week 

makes me realize that all the weeks we have spent together taught them 

and me about this presence of God that penetrated the darkness on the 

first day of creation and lives in our heart if we choose to follow God to 

the end. 

As our gift to those who seek this light, we presented them with 

traditional Easter baskets and letters/gifts from this community to tell 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 9 
The Solemnity of Easter – B April 03-04, 2021 

them that they are not alone – God is with them and certainly we 

support them. At our meeting last week with these candidates and 

catechumens, I explained the symbols of the traditional Easter basket, 

which I included with this week’s bulletin. I told these individuals about 

my story of faith and asked them to share their story as well. 

At this homily, I wanted to read a couple of these stories with you 

because their stories often remind me about the newness of this journey 

towards the light and how I not take this journey for granted in what I 

do. This year, I wish to share three stories of three Caros, siblings who 

chose to receive these sacraments together to seal their relationship with 

God. 

 
JESUS CARO WRITES, 
 
I wanted to join the RCIA classes at first for the simple reason of 
wanting to make my confirmation. One day I want to get married by 
the Church. After my first class, I realized that the biggest reason I 
had to attend classes and receive my confirmation was to be closer to 
God and be on the right track. I have learned a lot from God’s and 
this Church and all the sacrifices that God has made for me. I want to 
thank everyone for having opened my eyes, for guiding me to this is 
day. My parents have always motivated me to have a relationship 
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with God, as well my aunts and uncles who lead a deeply religious 
life; they also had part in my decision to get closer to God. Lately I 
want to thank Father Pete for taking his time to help us understand 
the importance of receiving our sacraments. 
 
Quería unirme a las clases de RCIA al principio por la sencilla razón 
de querer hacer mi confirmación. Un día quiero casarme con la 
Iglesia. Después de mi primera clase, me di cuenta de que la razón 
más grande por la que tenía que asistir a clases y recibir mi 
confirmación era estar más cerca de Dios y estar en el camino 
correcto. He aprendido mucho de dios y de esta Iglesia y de todos los 
sacrificios que Dios ha hecho por mí. Quiero agradecer a todos por 
haber abierto los ojos.por guiarme a esto es el día. Mis padres 
siempre me han motivado a tener una relación con Dios, así como 
mis tías y tíos que llevan una vida profundamente religiosa; también 
participaron en mi decisión de acercarme a Dios. Últimamente quiero 
agradecer al Padre por tomarse su tiempo para ayudarnos a entender 
la importancia de recibir nuestros sacramentos. 
 
NORMA CARO writes, 
 
I would like to thank you ALL for making time from your personal 
lives to teach us on RCIA class. I join RCIA because in a future, I 
would like to get married and for that I need all my sacraments. 
Second, I wanted baptism my son. I am so glad I joined RCIA 
Because I feel closer to God. I remember as a child that my family and 
I will attend church every Sunday. I will say everything changed 
after we grew up and started our own lives. The time that I attended 
this Church, I felt so welcomed by this community. This makes me 
happy so see how they were supporting not just me but the full RCIA 
class. I learned that God is always with us no matter what we are 
going through in life. We must make time for God. I will say that the 
person that inspired me was my sponsor, in this case is my sister 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 11 
The Solemnity of Easter – B April 03-04, 2021 

Maria. I wanted to be a sponsor for the baptism of my nephew, but I 
could not because I was missing my confirmation. With COVID 19 
going on it was the perfect time to join RCIA class online. Thank you 
all for your support and prayers. 
 
Me gustaría darles las gracias a TODOS por hacer tiempo de su vida 
personal para enseñarnos en la clase RCIA. Me uno a RCIA porque 
en un futuro, me gustaría casarme y para eso necesito todos mis 
sacramentos. Segundo, quería bautizar a mi hijo. Estoy tan contenta 
de haberme unido a RCIA porque me siento más cerca de Dios. 
Recuerdo de niño que mi familia y yo asistiremos a la Iglesia todos 
los domingos. Diré que todo cambió después de que crecimos y 
empezamos nuestras propias vidas. La vez que asistí a esta Iglesia, 
me sentí muy bien recibida por esta comunidad. Esto me hace feliz, 
así que vea cómo me estaban apoyando no sólo a mí, sino a toda la 
clase RCIA. Aprendí que Dios siempre está con nosotros sin importar 
lo que estemos pasando en la vida. Debemos hacer tiempo para Dios. 
Diré que la persona que me inspiró fue mi patrocinadora, en este caso 
es mi hermana María. Quería ser patrocinador para el bautismo de 
mi sobrino, pero no pude porque me faltaba mi confirmación. Con 
COVID 19 en marcha fue el momento perfecto para unirse a la clase 
RCIA en línea. Gracias a todos por su apoyo y oraciones. 
 
 
BENJAMIN CARO writes, 
 
I joined RICA to complete my confirmation, I grew up in a Catholic 
home, but I was not so close to my religion or knew much about it 
either. Then something happened where I knew it had to be God’s 
work, I had given up on finding the right person, but God placed 
someone in my path then later became my wife, as life went on, we 
decided on trying to build our own family. We were faced with the 
obstacle of infertility; this journey was not easy, but my wife and I 
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got so close to God and we prayed and prayed and got closer and 
closer to our faith, and then God sent us the biggest blessing my wife 
and I prayed for and it is that we are expecting our miracle baby; we 
believe God had so much to do in this process and was the lead on 
this miracle. Every time I have class for RCIA, I learn something new. 
It reminds me that I am learning more about my religion and once 
my daughter is born, I have something to pass down and teach her 
about our religion and the work of God. 
 
Me uní a RICA para completar mi confirmación, crecí en una casa 
católica, pero tampoco estaba tan cerca de mi religión ni sabía mucho 
al respecto. Entonces sucedió algo en el que sabía que tenía que ser 
obra de Dios, había renunciado a encontrar a la persona adecuada, 
pero Dios puso a alguien en mi camino y más tarde se convirtió en mi 
esposa, a medida que la vida avanzaba, decidimos tratar de construir 
nuestra propia familia. Nos enfrentamos al obstáculo de la 
infertilidad; este viaje no fue fácil, pero mi esposa y yo nos acercamos 
tanto a Dios y oramos, oramos y nos acercamos cada vez más a 
nuestra fe, y entonces Dios nos envió la mayor bendición por la que 
oramos mi esposa y yo y es que estamos esperando a nuestro bebé 
milagroso; creemos que Dios tenía mucho que hacer en este proceso y 
fue el protagonista de este milagro. Cada vez que tengo clase para 
RCIA, aprendo algo nuevo. Me recuerda que estoy aprendiendo más 
acerca de mi religión y una vez que mi hija nace, tengo algo que 
transmitir y enseñarle acerca de nuestra religión y la obra de Dios. 
 
 
If we have the light of Christ in our lives, we understand our greater 

purpose. Love God love neighbor. They may not do it out there, but if 

we do it in here, if we allow that light to shine, we can find the kingdom 
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of heaven in 50 to a hundred years, we are not going to be on this earth. 

We are not going to worry about terrorism or violence or, or the 

tragedies of life. All we are going to focus on is whether we loved our 

God and loved our neighbor. Whether we allow that light to shine that 

little song from second grade, this little light of mine, I am gonna let it 

shine. Do not hide it under a bushel basket. Do not let it go out of the 

night. Do not let it set fire to erector either, but let that light burn 

brightly let the Easter morning come because there is always hope and 

Christ. If not in this world, then the next, let us embrace that Easter 

morning. That light of Christ let us share it well with the people that we 

meet. This is our prayer. 


