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A few years ago, my former parish was gifted by the faculty and staff 

of Joliet Catholic Academy with an annual donation that serves as the 

inspiration for this week’s Corpus Christi homily. One Thursday 

morning before I was heading off to Stateville Prison, I helped carry 

over one hundred five-pound bags of flour down to our food pantry. 

Every year over at JCA, students from one of the grade levels are 

given a task to carry out at the end of the school year. Their task, which 

turned out to be a messy one (trust me!), was to carry a five-pound bag 

of flour around with them for an entire month, treating that bag of flour 

as if it were a small baby. The purpose of such an endeavor was to 

realize the kind of responsibility it takes to raise a child. The manner in 

which I viewed the condition of these bags of flour told me the way in 

which the students of JCA approached this project. 
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For the most part, I think the students from our local Catholic High 

School took this project quite seriously. Most of the bags were intact – a 

little worse for wear at times, but more or less in good shape. Obviously, 

these bags of flour were slightly worn but in pretty good shape. A few 

bags were obviously more tattered and torn, a good lesson to learn with 

a bag of flour rather than with a human being, a sacred life. 

Then there were a few of the other bags… 

Torn beyond use, a few bags of flour were leaking out more flour 

than a sieve. A few of these bags had to be kept together with packing 

tape. One of these bags was encased in another plastic bag. One of these 

bags had enough duct tape wrapped around it that if a police officer 

stopped me carrying it, they might confuse it with a large shipment of 

narcotics, which would not bode well for a cleric trying to do a good 

deed… 

By the time we carried the hundred plus bags of flour down to the 

food pantry, I noticed that my nicely pressed black clerics had pretty 

much become well-broken white clerics that were desperately in need of 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 3 
Corpus Christi – C June 18-19, 2022 

a wash. There was no way that I was going to visit Stateville Prison in 

this dusty condition (which reminded me of a time I used baby powder 

prior to boarding an airplane, which did not bode well with my 

conversation with the Transportation Safety Authority folks at O’Hare… 

As I have been taught time in and time out in my priesthood, the life 

of vocation can be a messy endeavor. Whether it be as a priest, a parent, 

a lay person and/or a person on any job, whenever you wish to excel at 

whatever you are called to do, sometimes you are going to end up a 

little dusty on the journey. The joy of your ministry comes from the 

fruits of your labor – if the labor is inspired by the Spirit, then your 

ministry fulfills the call that God has called you to live and the path 

towards heaven becomes very clear to the person who answers the call. 

Take Melchizedek in today’s first reading from Genesis. Whereas 

most every other priest from Abraham’s time turned away from the 

Chosen People’s directed journey, Melchizedek chose to follow God’s 

path. In return, we read how Abraham directed ten percent of what he 

possessed to this great priest, the same ten percent to which we are all 
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called to invest in the world of faith. As we know, the Book of Hebrews 

refers to Christ as the “New Melchizedek,” the new and fulfilled 

obedient priest who stays true to the calling of His Father when others 

could not or did not. 

In our gospel reading today, we read a story about a group of 

famished people who were hungry spiritually and sought out God’s 

word; as a result, they became hungry physically and our Lord satisfied 

their hunger with the breaking of the bread. It was through the Lord’s 

intervention that both their bodies and their souls were satisfied 

through his life-saving action. His response to their need is the same 

response we are all called to make in response to the needs of the world 

– as we are in need to be fed by the word and the sacrament, we are 

called to feed the word through our preaching and example of the faith 

as well. 

On the weekend on which I received those bags of flour, I realized 

how the scripture readings modeled the type of life we all have been 

called to live through three examples of faith. The first was at our 
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Anointing of the Sick Mass on that Saturday morning, where volunteers 

from our Confirmation and Adult Formation Programs hosted a day of 

prayer and social for those who are in need. This event was extremely 

important for two reasons. First, it allowed those who were suffering to 

know that we cared for them and wished to feed them, both spiritually 

and physically. Second, it allowed the youth of our parish to learn the 

gift of responding to the gospel message through Christian action. In the 

course of the morning, I also had the chance to speak to some of the 

confirmation students who were participating in this event and learned 

a great deal about their family and their faith life, which is the whole 

purpose of building a Christian family here at the parish. 

Right after the Anointing Mass, we celebrated a wedding liturgy of a 

family whose example of faith must have made a great difference to the 

folks of this community. So many religious were in attendance at this 

liturgy, as they told me how important this couple modeled the faith for 

them in their own lives. 
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At 2:00 p.m. on that Saturday afternoon, I had the honor of 

celebrating the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Margarita & Onesimo 

Chavez, whose example of faith certainly has affected their lives and the 

lives of their children. Onesimo and Margarita live about fifty yards 

away from the church. When we began Spanish Ministry in 2007, this 

couple began coming to our liturgies with their own family. As time 

progressed, I came to learn that the size of their family rivaled the size of 

this parish, there were so many of them! 

I remember well a few years ago when Onesimo & Margarita asked if 

they could take care of our rosary garden in front of our church. I 

hesitated at the request, thinking that the amount of work needed to 

maintain our garden would be time-consuming and that I did not think 

this couple would have enough energy to sustain this work. Little did I 

know that when I invite the patriarchs of the family to work at our 

parish that I was also inviting their thirty family members to do the 

same. 
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The next morning after I granted this request, the family woke me up 

with a sound that rivaled the flight of the bumblebees on acid, as every 

electric hedge clipper, weed whacker and edge trimmer would be used 

to beautify our property. The family even built planters around all of 

our trees on the property and planted flowers and such in each of the 

planters. Now I am told by so many that we have one of the best 

maintained properties in the city and it is greatly due to this family! (It 

doesn’t hurt that the Chavez family makes some of the best tacos in the 

city, especially during our parish events!). 

May we follow the example of those who serve the need of our parish 

and pray for those who are suffering. May we follow the example of 

those like the kids at JCA carrying those bags of flour or like the Chavez 

family who lived the faith life that they professed in through their 

actions of love. May we all become the examples of faith through our 

own lives of prayer and action; may we share and live that faith with the 

people that we meet. This is our prayer. 
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