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Acts 1: 1-11 
Ps 47: 2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
Eph 1: 17-23 or Heb 9: 24-28; 10: 19-23 
Lk 24: 46-53 

 
 

A little over twenty years ago, I was finishing up my graduate school 

work in Washington, D.C. when I had to decide what vocational path I 

wanted to follow in life. The Diocese of Rockford (for whom I was 

studying at the time) wanted to send me to Louvain, Belgium for my 

seminary training but after speaking with my vocation director, I 

wanted to take a break from my studies. As my mother had just passed 

away that year, my father was living alone at the house and needed 

some company. I decided that this “break” would serve as a good 

opportunity to find out what it would be like to date people, to make 

payments on a car, to rent an apartment, and to do all those things that 

everyone else does in life. So in July of 1988, I left the seminary, returned 

back to Illinois and served as a youth minister at Ss. Peter and Paul 

Church in Cary, Illinois. 

Upon my arrival, the pastor in Cary gave me an office on the second 



Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 2 
Ascension Sunday – C  May 28-29, 2022 

floor of the school building, right above the music room of the school 

itself. The accommodations were fine for an office, but the location was 

horrible. Being above the music room, I had to listen to the song the kids 

sang all day as a type of “warm up” song for whatever they were going 

to sing during that particular class. Notice I didn’t say warm up songs 

during those three years at the parish; in my recollection, every class 

during every year, the kids sang the same song every class, six hours a 

day, five days a week, nine months during the year, FOR THREE LONG 

YEARS. Here is how the song went: 

 
I like the mountains; I like the rolling hills. 
I like the flowers; I like the daffodils. 
I like the fireside, when all the lights are low, 
Boom-de-dah-dah, boom-de-dah-dah, 
boom-de-dah-dah, boom-de-dah-dah. 
 

Six hours a day, five days a week, nine months of the year FOR THREE 

LONG YEARS! Every so often in the car, I catch myself singing that song 

and think to myself how I need to get a life! 

As I reflected on this feast of the Ascension, I began to reflect on how 
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this theme of repetition can be a good thing, whether it be in school or in 

a family or in church. I thought about the second graders a couple 

weeks ago who practiced for first communion over and over again until 

they got it just right. I thought how the eighth graders for confirmation 

did the same. I think about RCIA classes and the repetition that people 

do each week by coming to church. 

I think to myself that when a teacher gives the same quizzes over and 

over again, when the kids constantly have to conjugate sentences or 

break out problem-solving math questions, we are preparing the kids 

for what awaits them in the adult world. If we do our respective 

ministries correctly, then the hard work we put in today offers great 

dividends in the future. If we serve these kids well, if we prepare them 

with great diligence, we have a sense of contentment knowing that we 

have given these kids hope in sending them into the next generation. 

In the world of faith, we must apply the same reasoning. The purpose 

for teaching and learning the prayers, the commandments, and the 

precepts of the Church over and over and over again, the reason we 
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listen to the same readings every three years at Mass and share in this 

same meal week in and week out is so that this repetition becomes so 

part of our lives that nothing else becomes more important. We are a 

people of ritual; we are a people who find comfort in repetition. When 

we learn the repetition of faith, then neither sin nor temptation nor 

anything else can hurt us because we have been conditioned to follow a 

path designed by God. 

There is an ancient story that a sinner came to a priest in confession 

to inquire how to pray better. The priest called on the penitent to take an 

abacus and to count each time the penitent recited the “Our Father” in 

prayer for a total of ten times. The penitent came back after this penance, 

seeking further direction from the priest. In return, the priest challenged 

the penitent to pray the “Our Father” 100 times, then 1000, then 100,000. 

In the end, the penitent declared that he no longer could keep count on 

how many times he recited the prayer, but the “Our Father” became 

part of his prayer life so much that he could not get it out of his mind.  
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I like the mountains; I like the rolling hills. 
I like the flowers; I like the daffodils. 
I like the fireside, when all the lights are low, 
Boom-de-dah-dah, boom-de-dah-dah, 
boom-de-dah-dah, boom-de-dah-dah. 
 

What will it take for us to make this faith such a part of our life that 

we feel the faith in everything that we do and say? Are we able to 

converse with our Lord in our daily trials? It seems to me that by 

coming to Mass each week and by praying with God each day, we more 

and more focus on the Lord that gave us life and who wishes us to join 

Him in heaven. 

Even in our readings today, the theme of Christ’s ascension in heaven 

is repeated by the same author, first at the end of the gospel of Luke and 

then at the beginning of the sequel to Luke’s gospel, called “The Acts of 

the Apostles.” The author of the gospel begins the sequel by 

overlapping the same story with which he ended his first volume, 

illustrating the path by which the apostles have been called to live the 

faith. In the gospel of Luke, Jesus teaches the apostles to become radical 
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disciples by not only serving those who are considered outcasts by the 

rest of the faithful but by following their example of service and 

humility in the process. Jesus repeatedly shows the apostles that the 

power of the Holy Spirit which strengthened his ministry of salvation 

would be presented to them at the moment we celebrate each Pentecost, 

as this same Spirit sealed itself in the heart of the believer in the same 

way it tries to seal itself into our own hearts as well during the moment 

of our Confirmation experience. 

And in this sequel to Luke’s gospel, the disciples become so 

strengthened by the presence of the Spirit in their lives that they carry 

this message of God’s love “to the ends of the earth” as is often 

illustrated by today’s scripture scholars, presenting this message of hope 

to both Jews and Gentiles alike. The author of the Acts of the Apostles 

even gives this ministry a title, which he calls “The Way,” a reference 

which the author utilizes at least twelve times in his writings. 

And who is the recipient of this repetitive message of salvation? At 

first glance, the author refers to his audience as an individual named 
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“Theophilus,” who may very well be a historical figure of the first 

century. Symbolically, the word “Theophilus” literally is translated from 

the Greek as “lover of God,” a term which can apply to any of us who 

seek out God in our lives and wish to embrace the message he offers us. 

I was reminded of this, of all people, by my brother Julian, who was 

taught this lesson last week from his Montessori school (which says a 

great deal about which this particular Montessori school stands). 

The feast of the Ascension is essentially a road map that lays out the 

way to heaven. Throughout the scriptures, Christ repeats the same 

themes over and over, to reform our lives and believe in the gospel. If 

we learn to make God a continual presence in our lives and if we learn 

God’s lessons well, then we, too, can follow the path of Christ and reach 

the kingdom as well. Let us learn these lessons, share these lessons, and 

constantly offer them with the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 
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