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Imagine if you are reading an engrossing novel or biography. The 

author has drawn you into his world, has captivated your imagination, 

and though you might know how the book you are reading is going to 

end, nevertheless you turn page after page, anticipating the end of the 

road on which the author is taking you. 

Imaging yourself entering this journey with the author until you 

reach the end of the book, at which time you realize that the last chapter of 

the book has been torn out! 

You reach the end of your journey with great sadness. In the case of a 

work of fiction, your imagination can fill in the gaps within the story, 

but you know it is not the same as if the author helped paint the image 

for you. In the case of a biography, you can examine other resources in 

order to learn about the end of a historical figure’s life. But still, adding 
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our own brush strokes to someone else’s painting does not do justice to 

the picture that was painted. Adding an ending to someone else’s story 

does not provide the closure or satisfaction that one desires in a good 

read. 

As we celebrate this penultimate Sunday of the Easter Season, we 

look at a scriptural reading today from a Gospel whose last chapter 

most likely has been torn out and has been replaced with the writings of 

a second author. Theologians cannot explain what happened to the 

original manuscript – perhaps it never existed or perhaps it disappeared 

for some unknown reason. Nevertheless, if we read Mark’s gospel in its 

original form, the new conclusion of the gospel, which we read today, 

does not match the rest of the gospel in the way it is written, in its 

grammar, or in its theme. Scholars conclude that the ending of Mark’s 

Gospel probably was written some time in the second or third century 

and yet the Catholic Church still accepted this ending as dogmatic, as 

something God-inspired and canonical. 
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The question beckons itself: why do it? Why add a different ending to 

a text that stands on its own? When we take a step back and evaluate the 

current text before us, the insert at the end of Mark’s Gospel seems 

synonymous to having Stephen King write the ending of a John 

Grisham Novel. 

If I can offer a theory to the answer of this question, I believe that the 

answer reduces itself to the word we use in the Opening Prayer of 

today’s Mass and that word is hope. In a world where we seek some type 

of resolution to difficult situations, I believe that our hearts yearn for 

some type of light at the end of a tunnel, for some type of desire or wish 

that something good will come forth from the challenges that come 

upon us. I believe that this theme of hope is what inspired the new 

author to create some type of inspirational ending to an otherwise 

gloomy and mysterious gospel story. 

If we take the ending of the original author’s gospel at face value, 

then we read a story about a group of women who visit the Lord’s tomb, 

realize that the stone of the Lord’s tomb has been rolled away and run 
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from the scene in great fear… this is the original ending of the gospel 

from Mark – The End. Though we know that the pervading theme of 

Mark’s Gospel is this so-called “Messianic Secret” that seemed to be 

understood by only a couple characters in the story and every person 

possessed by the devil, at one point or another in our journey, we 

readers need the satisfaction to be in on the secret. The way that the 

original text of Mark’s gospel ends, the reader is not given that type of 

satisfaction. 

Whoever inserted the new ending of the gospel must have realized 

this, because in twelve verses, this new author adds many of the same 

themes we find in the gospels of Luke and John and unlocks the secrets 

for us that are held within the pages of Mark. In twelve verses, the new 

author tells us that the resurrected Christ appears to Mary Magdalene, 

then appears to two men “walking down the road,” similar to the story 

of Jesus walking with the disciples on the Road to Emmaus in Luke’s 

Gospel. The author then inserts the story of Jesus appearing to the 

eleven and concludes with Jesus’ ascension into heaven (the celebration 
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of today’s liturgy) and the promise that the Lord affirmed the work of 

his followers with corresponding signs. 

If we pay close attention to the theme of these inserts, we realize that 

not only has this “Messianic Secret” been revealed to us, but that the 

theme of the secret is that this resurrected and ascended Christ has been 

walking with his followers every step of the way. He follows us and offers 

us signs every step of the way. If we realize that our Lord has not 

abandoned us, then we realize that there is a sense of hope in the gospel 

text we read today. We realize, with this new addition, that the Christ is 

walking with us as we speak. 

I fear, though, that many people in this room and our community still 

have not unlocked the “Messianic Secret” that has been hidden within 

Mark’s gospel. I still fear that people do not realize how much potential 

and how many gifts that have been gifted to them by God and how God 

has been trying to reveal these signs to them on the journey. This last 

week, I celebrated a funeral for a thirty-year old woman with two young 

children who died from a drug overdose, a woman who forgot about 
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the mission God had provided for her and how her own personal 

demons had steered her away from the family that she was 

commissioned to serve. I have been struggling in my own ministry 

about tackling issues about a different type of secret that we have had to 

address in this parish – the secret of child abuse that I have had to fight 

in this parish over the last twelve years.  

I loathe the idea of producing the documentation and pictures that 

exposes this secret. I have been trying to hold back these last twelve 

years in doing so, knowing that my vocation and the good name of a 

few members of our community would be compromised in the process. 

Members of the parish council can back up what I have had to endure; 

our parish council president left our parish and joined a Protestant 

community after the bishop came to visit our parish last September. I 

have written a letter to the pope, pleading him to address the issues of 

child abuse and abuse of the vulnerable at our parish. This upcoming 

week, the pope is meeting with all the bishops of Chile over at the 
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Vatican, addressing the same types of issues in that specific South 

American country that we have had to address locally in our parish.  

At times, I wonder if we all choose to remain blind to the positive 

message of the “Messianic Secret” and even the other negative “secrets” 

that we often choose to remain hidden, knowing full well what we need 

to do in order to protect the vulnerable and yet sometimes blindly 

turning away from this message as the apostles did two thousand years 

ago. The fact is, we all are sinners (apostles, clergy, religious and lay 

alike) and we all are responsible and challenged to defend the gospel 

message, regardless of our sins. I am about to torpedo my reputation 

and my vocation for the defense of the vulnerable. In my heart and in 

my prayer, I have to do this or else I have to answer to God in heaven as 

to whether I am serious about protecting those I have been called to 

serve, especially the most vulnerable in our community. 

Today’s gospel is a reminder to us that these accompanying signs 

that Christ offers us are just as present today as they were almost 2000 

years ago. Christ reveals himself on the altar, in the scriptures, in the 
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priest, and in the hearts of all believers who wish to allow this Christ to 

present himself to us. Even though we read the story about how our 

Lord ascended in heaven, Christ is very much here among us as well 

and challenges us today to live that gospel message, regardless of the 

consequences that result from our Christian actions. 

The problem and challenge for us today is whether we allow this 

positive “Messianic Secret” to be revealed and whether we become 

accountable to allow the negative secrets in this community that stain 

our faith to be revealed as well. Are we willing to sacrifice our lives for 

the sake of others as Christ did for us on the cross? With seven men 

being ordained to the priesthood next week in this diocese, we clerics 

need to remind ourselves of the true sacrifice that this priesthood 

requires, which is not always easy and will often result in a resistance 

that I have often faced in my twelve years at this parish. 

Symbolically, I fear that many people refuse to allow the secret to be 

revealed, as if they are afraid to approach our Lord, if they approach the 

faith with some type of skepticism, or, more practically, whether they 
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even care. It is because of the fear, suspicion and indifference of today’s 

society that the secret seems to be hidden more and more. We say we 

wish to protect kids and the vulnerable, but sometimes we just “want 

what we want” with no consideration of whom our selfish actions will 

hurt to achieve our own desires in life. If we have any chance to spend 

the rest of our lives in heaven, we are obligated to hear and respond to 

that gospel message with conviction, regardless of the costs. 

In a spiritual sense, I believe that an additional author inserted this 

hopeful ending to the gospel of Mark to give us a sense of hope that 

these acts of sacrifice have a divine purpose. In a practical sense, 

sometimes we cover over abuses in our society with a narrative that 

continues to hide our sins. On this Ascension Sunday, may we all 

understand that our Lord rose to heaven but is very much among us 

and wishes to reveal himself to us in everything we do in His name. 

This message requires us to make the same type of sacrifice that Christ 

made for us, even if it results in the compromising of our well-being. 

The vulnerable in the community deserve as much – Christ certainly 
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knew this on the cross as he gave his life to protect many of those who 

allowed him to be crucified. 

The message of the ascension is not an easy one to follow but our 

Lord commissioned us to be vigilant in living the gospel message 

nevertheless – the sacrifice made by the apostles and saints that we read 

from our Church history illustrate this vigilance. We know that to read 

the last chapter of this book requires a type of sacrifice that many are not 

willing to make, knowing that our own well-being might be 

compromised in living the gospel message. 

Knowing the sacrifices that await a faith-filled life, we must strive to 

make that sacrifice nevertheless, always in love, for the sake of the 

people that we meet, especially those most vulnerable in our community 

– the children, the minority, the afflicted and those who suffer. Through 

these acts of sacrifice, let us provide a worthy ending to the story of this 

gospel message, proving hope for the people that we meet through our 

acts of sacrifice. This is our prayer. 


