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I love going “incognito” at a local country barber shop. I have to tell 

you that I most of my childhood sitting in the chair of Tuttle the “Moe 

Howard” or barbers in Sandwich, IL. No barber used a bowl better than 

Mr. Tuttle, creating a “bang” that hung quite evenly around the top of 

one’s head. When Mr. Tuttle retired, he was replace by the one we called 

“Jim the Butcher,” whose haircuts were slightly better than Mr. Tuttle’s 

– but not by much. 

For some reason, I have always had an affinity for the country barber 

shop. Maybe this is because in the country there is no pretentiousness or 

haughty behavior, just a bunch of nice folks sitting around, solving the 

problems of the world. Of course, there are times when I do not play fair 

when I enter these kinds of establishments, as I more often than not 

refrain from wearing a Roman Collar in the barber shop. 



Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 2 
All Saints’ Day – C  November 01, 2019 

I remember one specific time when I needed my monthly cropping 

that I sat in the seat of honor with a head barber who had the language 

skills of a stereotypical “salty sailor.” As soon as I sat down so that he 

could get to work, a nice-looking woman passed by the window of the 

shop, catching the eye of the patrons in the shop. The things that were 

said by those in the shop were not suitable for a Sunday Mass. 

So just for fun, the next time I walked into the same shop, I decided to 

wear my Roman Collar to make a point. As soon those in the shop 

recognized me, their attitude went from salty sailors to Sunday altar 

boys. Everything they said was proceeded and followed by a “Yes, 

Father” or “Whatever you say, Father.” Every so often, a priest has to 

make a point and have a little fun doing so in the process. 

Now whenever I am in a public situation with a Roman Collar, 

inevitably someone not practicing the faith with regale me with the 

same questions most every priest pinned to a corner is forced to answer. 

On more than one occasion have I been asked why priests can’t marry or 

why women can’t be priests or whether I am allowed to leave the house 

past 10:00 at night or things of that nature. So, in the middle of the 
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barber shop that same day, with my Roman Collar strapped to my neck, 

I wondered if the collar was getting tighter when the guys in the shop 

started grilling me with the litany of Church questions they had always 

wanted to ask. It was at this point that I reminded myself why I don’t 

wear the Roman Collar to the barber shop. The barber asked me why the 

Catholic Mass involve so much ritual and symbolism. He asked me why 

the bible is not enough for us to achieve salvation. I guess in his 

estimation, a non-Catholic service consisted of readings from the word 

of God and then listening to the sermon. 

I responded to the group that as a human race, all of us are involved 

in the world of ritual and symbolism, whether we know it or not. 

Throughout our day, the things we do in the morning are part of our 

ritual most of us follow the same ritual in the progression of events we 

do prior to leaving the house. The times of day we eat, the prayer before 

our meals, the manner in which we go to work or school and proceed 

with our day these events organize our lives in such a way that we are 

given order in the things that we do. 
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We learn that as a human race, we are a sensual people – we perceive 

things through our sight, smell, taste, touch and hearing. When we use 

incense at Mass, the smell of rising incense is supposed to represent our 

prayers rising to God. The stained-glass windows tell a story that we 

read about our life in the faith and the symbols that make up our 

Church. The body and blood we consume at Mass connect us in a most 

intimate way with the presence of God that physically enters our lives. 

So when a priest wears green as a liturgical color (similar to the green 

numbers you can find on the church calendars I have passed out prior to 

today’s Mass), you are able to sense that we are in the middle of the 

Liturgical Season of Ordinary Time, a time of basic growth in the 

Church. As green grass continues to grow in the summer, so our lives 

grow in these days of the Lord. When a priest wears purple, which you 

can find in your calendars during the month of December and March, 

you know that we are in the Season of Advent or Lent, the Seasons of 

preparation and reconciliation for what is yet to come. On your 

calendars you will find black numbers, which actually represent the 

times in the liturgical season when we wear white, which is used during 
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the Christmas and Easter Seasons, as well as feast days of saints and 

important events throughout the year. You can find red numbers right 

after Christmas and any specific day when we are honoring an apostle, a 

martyr or a feast of the Holy Spirit in the Church. 

I also tell you that the liturgical year revolves and is formed over two 

specific Holy Days in the Church, namely Christmas and Easter. 

Christmas is a fixed day each year, based on the date of the Winter 

Solstice in the old Julian Calendar of the Church, namely December 25th. 

Did you know that if you work backwards the four Sundays of Advent 

from December 25th, you always end up starting the First Sunday of 

Advent on the Sunday falling closest to, or falling on, the Feast of St. 

Andrew the Apostle on November 30th? 

The other major holiday to note is that of Easter, which is a flexible 

date on the calendar and is based on the rising of the full moon in the 

sky. Based on an old pagan feast of the moon God (which symbolized 

the start of the springtime and new life), the celebration of Easter in the 

Western Church most always takes place on the Sunday after the first 

full moon after the first day of Spring. So, if you look at your calendars I 
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have just given you, if you can find the image of the full moon right 

after March 21st (the first day of Spring), you will usually find when 

Easter is placed in the Church’s liturgical calendar. 

And look at all the days in the Church year when you see a black or 

red number in the place of the normal color of a liturgical season. Look 

at how many saints we honor each year in the Catholic Church! We 

honor saints that are associated with geographical locations and saints 

who led countries or religious communities. We have popes and other 

religious leaders who have become canonized saints and earlier this 

month, Pope Francis canonized the parents of St. Therese of Lisieux as 

saints by virtue of them being parents! 

In addition to those saints honored and listed in your calendars, there 

are thousands of others who have been recognized in the Church as well 

for their virtuous lives and miraculous deeds. Did you know that to 

become a canonized saint in the church, a person is studied to determine 

whether they led a virtuous life? Did you know that a miracle or series 

of miracles usually are attributed to a holy person as a prerequisite to 
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their canonization? Did you know that a pope can bypass these rules to 

elevate the status of someone they deem worthy of that honor? 

We need these saints in our lives, even though others outside of the 

Church may not understand their importance. As much as we turn to 

our families, our co-workers or our fellow citizens for support and 

guidance in our lives, so the saints play the same role in the life of faith. 

The saints are not Christ but they lead us to Christ through their prayer 

and example. When we seek the aid or direction of a saint, it is as if, on a 

spiritual level, we are asking someone close to us in life to guide us on 

this journey to the place we need to go. In the Catholic faith, that place 

and person is Jesus Christ, who intercedes for the Father. We are so 

blessed that we have these examples of faith to offer us this guidance, 

starting at this local Church with three Irish patrons who play an 

important role in our own faith life: St. Patrick, St. Brigid and St. 

Columba. 

The Solemnity of All Saints Day formally was established in the mid-

14th Century by Pope Urban IV in his decree, Decretale Si Dominum, 

which was established to honor both those recognized canonized saints 
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and those who saints unknown and “to supply any deficiencies in the 

faithful’s celebration of saints’ feasts during the year.” (See 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01315a.htm) 

There are so many saints that are not marked on our parish calendars 

that have been canonized because they have lived a special life of virtue. 

We also know that in the pews around us exists a different kind of saint, 

many of whom are unrecognized by the faithful in our community as 

well. I am referring to a second kind of sainthood which we 

acknowledge when we pray the Apostles’ Creed (among other times) in 

our prayer lives. This type of sainthood refers to what we call “the 

communion of saints,” you and me and all those in heaven or purgatory 

or on earth who participate in the life of the faith and choose to respond 

in love to God’s call.  

In baptism, we are all called to become “The Priesthood of Believers”; 

in our faith lives, we are called to become “The Communion of Saints.” 

So many good things have been afforded by so many good people in 

this community! There are so many holy people in our midst, those 
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whose virtuous lives often go unnoticed and yet are so necessary as 

examples of faith which lead us to the presence of Christ. 

We need you to serve as part of the Communion of Saints! You need 

me and I need you to live this life of communio together! When we all do 

our part, when we all serve and love together, we set the example for 

others to follow. We may not see our names on the church calendars of 

the future but our names symbolically become inscribed in God’s heart 

when we respond to God’s call and live this life of faith together as 

ONE, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. 

So, we wear white on this Solemnity of All Saints (or use black letters 

on a white calendar because you can’t see white on white!!!). We 

acknowledge those who have pointed us in the direction of Christ, as all 

of us are called to do. When we live as saints, known or unknown, living 

as those who are often chastised by those in certain barber shops or 

other places throughout the world, what does God say about those who 

choose to follow the spiritual path in favor of man’s? God has a pretty 

good answer to this question, which serves as a fitting conclusion to this 

homily: 
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are they who mourn,  
 for they will be comforted.  
Blessed are the meek, 
 for they will inherit the land. 
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
 for they will be satisfied.  
Blessed are the merciful, 
 for they will be shown mercy.  
Blessed are the clean of heart,  
 for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
 for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,  
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter 

every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.”  

 
 
May we all aspire to live the life of sacrifice and sainthood. May we 

share this life of faith with the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 
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The 2016 Liturgical Calendar
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Read by a Member of St. Pat’s Finance Committee/Parish Council: 
 
“Good morning. I am here to assist you as you make your 
commitment to support the work of our parish. I hope that each of you 
has paid attention to the announcements that we have made and the 
brochure that was mailed to you this week.  
                 
All are being asked to support our parish based upon returning a fair 
measure of the gifts God has given to you. Those of you who do not 
use envelopes are asked to begin to do so. This is an important part of 
belonging to a parish. 
  
Any information that you provide is strictly under the guardianship 
of this parish and the diocese. No information about your parish 
involvement or about your specific level of financial support is ever 
provided to anyone. So, your confidentiality is assured. 
  
In the event that you did not receive a brochure in the mail, one of two 
possibilities exist. Either the brochure was lost in the mail, or you are 
not on our mailing list. If you think that you may not be on our list, 
please follow the instructions that I will give you in a moment. 
  
Now, I ask the designated member of each household to raise your 
hand so that we can give you an envelope. When you receive your 
envelope, please open it and remove the pencil and the commitment 
card.” 

 
(Take a moment to make sure everyone who needs a card has one. 
If not, direct ushers to those who need cards.) 
  
“If you did not receive a brochure in the mail, please write the words 
‘No Mail’ at the top of your card now.” 
  
(Take a moment to make sure most have finished.) 
  
“Please carefully print your name in the space provided.” 
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(Take a moment to make sure most have finished.) 
   
“Now, carefully print your address and unit or apartment number.” 

 
(Take a moment to make sure most have finished.) 

 
“Carefully print your city and zip code.” 

 
(Take a moment to make sure most have finished.) 

 
“Write your telephone number and e-mail address, if you have one.” 

 
(Take a moment to make sure most have finished.) 
 
“Now go to the area where the dollar amounts appear and check off 
the amount of the weekly gift that you feel is an appropriate 
indication of your commitment to your parish in gratitude for the gifts 
God has given to you. If the amounts provided are not to your liking, 
please fill in another amount on the line marked “Other”. It is 
important to indicate an average weekly amount even if you intend to 
give monthly or annually.” *** 
  
(Take a moment to make sure most have finished.) 
  
“On behalf of Father        , the parish staff, the Parish Pastoral Council 
and the Parish Finance Council, I wish to thank you for your 
continuing generosity.” 
  
“Please place your commitment card and pencil in the envelope 
provided. Do not seal the envelope. Just slip the flap inside. Place the 
envelope in the basket that will be passed now.” 
 
“Thank you again and God bless you for all that you do to assist with 
the Lord’s work in our parish.” 
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“Buenos Días. Mi nombre es ___________ y, una vez más, estoy aquí 
para hablarles del Programa del Ofertorio Parroquial. 
Específicamente, quiero dirigirme a quienes no pudieron llenar su 
tarjeta de compromiso del Ofertorio el fin de semana pasado. 
 
A todos se nos ha pedido dar apoyo a nuestra parroquia basados en el 
principio de que una medida justa de todo lo que recibimos de Dios 
debe ser devuelta. Le pedimos a quienes no acostumbran a utilizar 
sobres que por favor comiencen a hacerlo. Esto es parte importante de 
nuestra pertenencia a una parroquia. 
 
En caso de que no haya recibido nuestro folleto por correo, existe una 
de dos posibilidades: el folleto se extravió en el envío o no tenemos su 
información en nuestra lista. Si usted cree que no está en nuestra lista 
por favor siga las instrucciones que le voy a dar en un momento. 
 
“Ahora, le pido al miembro designado de cada familia levantar la 
mano para poder darle un sobre. Después de recibirlo, por favor 
ábralo y saque el lápiz que le servirá para llenar la tarjeta de 
compromiso.” 

 
(Tómese un momento para asegurarse de que cada persona que necesite una 
tarjeta tenga una. Si no fuera así, dirija a los ujieres hacia quienes necesiten 
tarjetas.) 
 
“Si usted no recibió un folleto por correo, por favor escriba las 
palabras ‘No correo’ en la parte de arriba de su tarjeta ahora.” 
 
(Tómese un momento para asegurarse de que la mayoría haya terminado.) 
 
“Por favor escriba cuidadosamente su nombre en letra de molde en el 
espacio provisto.” 

 
(Tómese un momento para asegurarse de que la mayoría haya terminado.) 
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“Ahora, por favor cuidadosamente escriba en letra de molde su 
dirección, y el número de su apartamento.” 
 
(Tómese un momento para asegurarse de que la mayoría haya terminado.) 
 
“Ahora, escriba el nombre la ciudad y el código postal.” 
 
(Espere un momento para asegurarse que todos hayan terminado) 
  
“Escriba su número de teléfono y su dirección electrónica si la 
tuviera.” 
 
(Tómese un momento para ver si ya todos terminaron) 
 
“Vaya ahora al área de la tarjeta donde aparecen las diferentes 
cantidades de dinero y por favor marque la cantidad semanal de su 
donación que usted crea es una indicación apropiada de su 
compromiso con su parroquia en gratitud por los dones que Dios le ha 
dado a usted. Si las cantidades provistas no son de su predilección, 
por favor escriba otra cantidad en la línea marcada “Otra”. Es muy 
importante que indique un monto promedio semanal, aún cuando 
tenga intenciones de dar mensual o anualmente.  

 
Si no puede hacer un compromiso en esta ocasión o no quiere hacerlo, 
por favor escríbalo en la tarjeta para que no le enviemos material de 
seguimiento.” 

 
(Tómese un momento para asegurarse de que la mayoría haya terminado.) 
 
“A nombre del Padre Pedro, el personal de la Parroquia, el Concejo 
Pastoral Parroquial y el Concejo Financiero Parroquial, quiero darles 
las gracias por su constante generosidad.” 
 
“Por favor coloquen su tarjeta de compromiso y el lápiz dentro del 
sobre provisto, no lo selle. Simplemente doble la tapa del sobre dentro 
del mismo y pónganlo en la canasta que se pasará en este momento.” 
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“Gracias otra vez y Dios los bendiga a todos ustedes por todo lo que 
hacen por ayudar a la tarea del Señor en nuestra parroquia.” 

 


