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Sir 15: 15-20 
Ps 119: 1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34 
1 Cor 2: 6-10 
Mt 5: 17-37 

 
 
Preached during the Parish Appreciation Mass and Dinner Weekend… 
 

Last week I celebrated a funeral for a former parishioner named 

Francis “Bud” Lanoue. He was an active member of St. Patrick’s Church 

some years ago. Bud’s family told me that he once served as a member 

of the Knight of Columbus. I was told that Bud once serve on the 

Momence Gladiola Festival Committee. I was told that Bud served St. 

Patrick’s Church in so many different and wonderful ways. 

Bud’s family told me he was married to Betty for almost sixty years 

and was father to four daughters and boatload of grandkids, great 

grandkids and great, great grandkids. I was told as a member of the 

Knights of Columbus, Bud had a knack for taking things that were 

brand new and tearing them apart because he thought he could make 

them better (I kind of wonder if the Knights of Columbus had not 

picked up from that talent in today’s age as well!). 

I was told that Bud repaired a great deal of structures on this parish 
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complex, including that outdoor Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto that I was 

told was falling apart during his era; I was told that Bud made the grotto 

look like new. As the family spoke to me, I had just asked our 

parishioners from today’s era to tuckpoint the grotto the same way Bud 

did some fifty years ago because, just like during Bud’s time, the grotto 

was in a great state of disrepair. Thanks to the Cryer family (and 

Momence Pallet) as well as the family of Stephen Loftus (a patriarch 

who also died a few years ago and was very dedicated to serving the 

priests of this diocese and the brothers of Good Shepherd Manor), we 

were able to repair the grotto today as Bud had done back then. 

In fact, Ryan Loftus (Stephen Loftus’ son) honored his father’s 

memory by replacing our special needs’ ramp in the front of our rectory. 

He also decided to donate his time to build a special needs’ ramp behind 

our gymnasium for the benefit of those parishioners in need of this 

service.  

As I was preparing my homily for Bud Lanoue, I received a call from 

a woman named Florence Dennison, informed me that her brother-in-

law Steven had passed away some time ago in Montana. Florence asked 
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if we could celebrate that funeral later on in the Spring. In our phone 

conversation, Florence shared with me how Stephen and his brother 

Tom (Florence’s husband) lived across the street from the rectory in the 

same yellow house that stands there today. Florence told me that Tom & 

Stephen’s mother Irene once was in charge of the funeral dinners here at 

St. Patrick’s Church, which today is led very ably by Judy Gall and 

Joanne Herman (the same good people who are serving us at our 

Appreciation Dinner tonight). Florence shared with me that back in the 

day, Irene’s responsibility was to serve the meal at the funeral luncheons 

some fifty years ago, to help with the Council of Catholic Women from 

that era and to help serve at the same type of Fish Frys that the St. Pat’s 

Council of the Knights of Columbus will offer this year. 

Florence also shared with me that Irene’s father Bonaventure Rehmer 

served as the head of maintenance for St. Patrick’s Academy, a position 

he held until retiring in 1946 (by the way, what is with the “Rehmer” 

family holding a monopoly at this parish for at least the last ninety 

years? John Rehmer serves as our current director of Religious 

Education and his mother Shirley was an active member at the parish in 
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so many different ways!!!). It seems that we cannot get rid of the 

Rehmers at St. Patrick’s Church! 

Thanks to John, our numbers in the Religious Education program 

steadily are growing again. John might as well be seen as a volunteer at 

the parish, the way he handles so many tasks for us without recognition 

or compensation. This weekend, John brought twenty-five of our 

children forward to receive their first confession. Now that we actively 

are serving our Hispanic community (which represents 70% of our 

Momence workforce, I am told and the largest growing demographic in 

the US Church), John and a whole bunch of nice catechists have been 

inviting our students to invest themselves in our parish life more and 

more. 

Concerning Bonaventure Rehmer… I asked our parishioners which 

pastor served St. Patrick’s when this good man retire in 1946. Our 

current cemetery Sexton Roger “Bones” Hess kidded that the parish was 

served then by A.L. LaBrie (1896-1923). I asked Bones how old he 

thought he was – if Bones personally remembered Fr. LaBrie, that would 

mean he was over one hundred years old! The actual pastor during 
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Bonaventure’s time at the parish was Rev. U.T. Demarais (whose name 

is as confusing to pronounce as the town of Bourbonnais is); Fr. 

Demarais served as pastor of this Momence community from 1933-

1963). Father Demarais is buried in our parish cemetery with a whole 

bunch of other pastors that preceded him, as well as my immediate 

predecessor at St. Patrick’s, Fr. Dan Hessling (2007-2019). 

Since the time of Fr. Demarais, unfortunately, the academy building 

was in such a state of disrepair that it was condemned and demolished 

in 2016. Four of the buildings under my care were moving in the same 

condition; my friend and “house flipper” Wally Martin was able to 

salvage four rectories, with the help of parish funds and my personal 

finances. 

Nowadays, we still have to work the gymnasium, as it was moving in 

the same state of disrepair as the other buildings on the property. 

Thanks to our alumni (thank you Rita Orth-Brezenger and family!), Van 

Drunen Farms and a host of others, we were able to make about a 

quarter million dollars of repairs for currently less than $20,000 (the cost 

of four boilers we had to replace in the gym’s basement). Current 
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parishioner Stephen Coats climbed up into the attic of our rectory to 

redo all the wiring that was causing troubles over in that particular 

building. Current parishioner Joe Kraus has gone way beyond the call of 

duty to repair our church walls and create a gym bathroom on the first 

floor that can serve those with special needs (thanks Nick Skokna and 

Joe Cohn for your volunteer service on this project as well). So many 

other volunteers have donated their time and their talents and financial 

resources to take care of our church roof and to help redo the entire gym 

floor. 

So we could upgrade our gymnasium, our local council from Knights 

of Columbus gutted the third floor of our building and our local alcohol 

anonymous group has emptied and repaired a third-floor shuffleboard 

court that many parishioners were not aware even existed prior to that; 

we also were able to replace windows in our gym that5 also had fallen 

into disrepair (the Van Drunen brothers were kind enough to replace 

and install the first floor windows of our gymnasium, which would 

have cost the parish $150,000 to do on our own!). Leaders from our local 

AA Group helped us upgrade all the wiring in the gymnasium and 
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helped us with the lighting in a newly created first-floor bathroom 

inside the building. I told the AA Group that we were more than happy 

to allow them to hold meetings in our gymnasium – we will help them 

and they will help us upgrade and preserve our parish facilities. 

Up in the attic of our gymnasium, parishioner Diane Marcotte found 

old signs that the kids made for academy events. She and a bunch of 

others came across boxes filled with old rummage sale clothing from 

times past, which we in desperate need of incineration! We also found 

old clothes, track hurdles and such from the church’s history. We also 

were thankful for alumnus “Cranky” Mike Doud (the current proprietor 

of a local popcorn shop), who helped us scrap so much of the refuse we 

found on the parish campus, including rust-infected water boilers and 

old ice coolers that were collecting more dust and rust. 

I think that as we repopulate our Church with wonderful souls from 

today’s age (over two hundred wonderful parishioners attended our 

Mass and Appreciation Dinner and another two hundred attended the 

Spanish Mass the next day), I just think to myself, how many good 

people have filled these pews and helped us maintain the blessings this 
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church campus has offered for over one hundred seventy-five years. I 

have heard so many wonderful stories about our church history and the 

faith that has inspired those in the past and present (and hopefully 

future!) to allow these communities to grow and prosper4. 

What I am discussing very much is in line with what we just read 

from the sixth chapter of St. Matthew’s gospel today. We are covering 

these few weeks prior to Lent up to Ash Wednesday what scripture 

scholars reference as “The Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew 5-7). On 

Ash Wednesday, we listen to words that very much are illustrated by 

what these communities have offered our faithful today. To paraphrase 

the Ash Wednesday gospel, “When you do something, when you pray, 

when you fast, when you give, alms, do it in secret so that when God 

sees what you are doing, he knows what you are doing in secret and he 

will repay you.” 

There are a whole bunch of people sitting in this prayer space right 

now who have done so many things for these parishes, wonderful acts 

of grace of which you probably are not aware. God knows what these 

good souls have done, and only because I happen to be serving here at 
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this time, I know what good has been done and in my heart, I know of 

these wonderful examples of faith that have inspired me to live the same 

way, to do honor to God and the parishioners from St. Anne’s and St. 

Patrick’s who model this faith in such a positive and holy way.  

I can only imagine how much good took place prior to my arrival. 

The faithful who have sustained the St. Anne’s Novena, who took care 

of the fish fries at both parishes, those who have put forth their time, 

effort and financial resources to preserve the buildings through which 

thousands of souls have desired to enter to ask for God’s healing and 

grace during good. The people who have gone through both academies 

of St. Anne’s and St. Patrick’s, the good souls who prayed out in our 

Our Lady of Lourdes grotto and our St. Anne’s Pavilion (whom a few 

parishioners just donated resources for a new outdoor sound system), 

the people who have sat in the pews of our respected churches (and 

whose parishioners have helped us upgrade, most recently with new 

LED lighting fixtures) have served and as models of faith. I truly mean 

this – your faith inspires my own faith from which I can learn, so that I 

can serve as a better priest, that I can be a better Christian.  
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I have learned that the success of these parishes is not just the result 

of the work of faithful stewards like Bud Lanoue and the Dennison 

Families. These parishes are not just the result of wonderful souls in 

today’s age offering their time, talent and financial resources. The 

success of these parishes is not just about our wonderful anonymous 

donors from today who have provided resources for the major projects 

that we have undertaken and a debt we have reduced by one-third since 

2019 (our current debt stands at $209,000). 

What we have accomplished is the result of all the members of our 

community who make up the Body of Christ and work together in a 

united effort to show God we care as a community of faith. This is the 

message our readings from this Sunday’s Mass are telling us. 

In these readings leading up to and including Ash Wednesday, Jesus 

instructs us today as he did for the faithful Christians of the first 

century. In these readings, Jesus, stands on top of a mountain and he 

instructs us on how to be good Christians. Scripture scholars call the 

Gospel of Matthew a type of “textbook of faith,” instructing us in the 

way we treat each other, the way we care for the needy, the way we 
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serve our neighbor and love our God. Whether on the mountain or in 

our church, this faith starts and ends right here at this table where God 

serves and feeds us. 

Because of you all, both our alumni from the past and faithful of the 

present age, our parish continues to grow and thrive where many 

parishes are in decline. What you all have taught me and continue to 

show me is a model of faith by which I need to learn and I need to 

follow. I am very blessed and humbled that you have shown me this 

path to faith. Please know I do not take that faith and example for 

granted. I need to see this faith and continue to learn from you, as each 

of us are called to do as members of this Body of Christ. 

Your faith and your participation inspires me to be a better priest and 

a better person. I hope you can learn that from each other because your 

faith and participation inspires others (and me!) to work together and to 

give thanks to God and each other as members of the body of Christ. 

When we learn how to pray and play and serve together, we learn about 

what it means to be a Christian community and then to take that model 

of faith and share it with the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 


