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Is 43: 16-21 
Ps 126: 1-2, 2-3, 3-4, 4-5, 6 
Phil 3: 8-14 
Jn 8: 1-11

 
 

I suspect that if historians are going to reduce Pope Francis’ words 

and his writings down to one sentence, maybe five words, I suspect that 

those words are going to be, “WHO AM I TO JUDGE?” 

To judge others is not our job. That is not my job and it is not your 

job, either – not, at least, in the world of faith. In our society, judging is 

exactly what we do when a candidate is pursuing ordination in the 

seminary. Your superiors judge you, whether you are qualified in your 

ministry or not qualified. Like most anywhere else, we have an 

evaluation process in the seminary, in parish or even diocesan life.  

We have evaluations at the universities where I teach; I am required 

to send out academic alerts for those students who have not earned an A 

or a B at the midpoint of any given semester; I am told to give a grade to 

each student when a course is at its end. 
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We have out evaluations at the parishes where I serve – I am told to 

evaluate, judge and make recommendations, just as others are called to 

do the same for me. On the job, we have yearly evaluations and 

sometimes those referrals get us fired or moved up the company ladder. 

In the secular world (and even the religious one), we are engaged in 

activities that are exactly the opposite of what Pope Francis claims we 

should do. In principle, I do agree with Pope Francis in the world of 

faith, 100%. That said, the lack of judging can go too far. Sometimes (not 

always, but sometimes), the cancel culture can go too far in calling 

someone out in the world of judgment. 

Some in the cancel culture argue that they do not judge unless 

someone disagrees with their point of view; if that happens, then 

someone in the cancel culture does judge another person, at times 

undeservedly. In those cases, sometimes we hurt people who have done 

nothing wrong, especially those who will follow the teachings of the 

faith but yet have been condemned because they are following God’s 

will rather than the bent in this particular age in our history 
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Judgment can take a serious toll in the life of faith. Why do we have 

martyrs? Why do we have people that have suffered in the world of 

faith? We honor martyrs because they have followed God’s way and 

they have paid the price doing God’s will against those who condemn 

them. No one said that following the gospel message was going to be 

easy; no one said that people were not going to judge us because we 

followed the teachings of the Church. If we understand, in the world of 

faith, that we are supposed to love and forgive, correct when necessary 

and suffer the consequences for follow the ways of faith, we understand 

why our Lord forgave a woman who committed mortal sin and utterly 

violated the sixth commandment. 

Adultery is a mortal sin goes against a covenant that is made between 

a husband and a wife that in this gift of marriage, this sacrament of 

marriage, that when a man and woman are joined together, the two 

have become one. So therefore what God has United, no one should 

divide (Mk 10: 9; Mt 19: 6). The conjugal act is considered sacred and 

holy within the context of Christian marriage; outside of marriage, that 
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act is considered gravely sinful, because it is not being offered as a gift 

of completely offering oneself to another person. Outside of marriage, 

the conjugal act is considered something that is used for pleasure or for 

using one person to gain satisfaction for another. Outside of marriage, 

the conjugal act often is not unitive and certainly is not indissoluble; 

most folks make sure that the act does not provide an openness for 

having children. 

Our secular society focuses on what they want; our Lord instructs us 

on what is necessary to get to heaven. That said,  one beautiful aspect of 

being in the United States is that we do have that freedom to choose the 

path we wish to pursue, to choose between right and wrong, unlike 

some countries who force their own views upon us unjustly. 

Even in the society of two thousand years ago, the cancel culture of 

the first century wanted to stone a woman caught in mortal sin. If we 

wish to get to heaven, we have to abide by Pope Francis’ five words: 

Who am I to judge? That is what Christ says in today’s gospel concerning 

the woman caught an adultery. 
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There is a caveat to this discussion, however. Jesus also tells the 

woman who committed moral sin:  

 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She replied, 
“No one, sir.” Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, [and] 
from now on do not sin anymore.” (John 8: 10-11) 
 

I tell students, I reference that catechism, that when we live contrary 

to the gospel message, when we choose conscientiously to live the 

opposite of what God tells us to do, God does not send us to hell; we 

send ourselves because we choose to live this life (Catechism #1033). We 

have a right to choose; God has given us free will. That said, there are 

consequences for the choices that we make; this is why the woman 

caught in adultery was forgiven of her sin but admonished not to sin 

again. 

In the case of our sins, God does not condemn us; we condemn 

ourselves. When we do not want to follow God’s command, I parallel 

this to a kid in the parent is household. If the kid does not want to 

follow the parent then the parent my say, “it is my way or the highway; 
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if you do not want to follow these rules, then you are out on the street 

and good luck. The same applies to the world of faith; if we do not want 

to follow God’s rules, we are not going to be in heaven… and good luck. 

In Old Testament theology, God is depicted as punishing those who did 

not follow the covenant; in the New Testament, Jesus implies that even 

though God has set parameters in the way we live, if we choose not to 

live in those parameters, then we leave the house to live “the other 

way.” 

I would hope and pray that any loving parent would do the same to 

offer peace and love in the household. As long as we follow what God 

asks us to do, we have a chance for salvation. If we do not, we are 

saying to our parents, “We do not care.” In this case, it is not God 

condemning us; we condemn ourselves; this we must understand. 

If we want to escape the season of Lent and enter into this perpetual 

Easter, Jesus was right – no one should be condemning the sinner but 

offer that sinner a chance to redeem their ways. Our secular law has 

rules we must follow; so does the way of God. In this case, the woman 
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caught in adultery has been given the chance to change her life and has 

been given the opportunity to follow the ways of God. Whether she 

does or not, she determines her own destiny, as do we. That is why I 

have realized that the numerous times I have sinned, I recall what God 

tells me to do – to examine my conscience, to confess my sins, to ask for 

forgiveness, to make amends and to promise not to sin again. 

Essentially, I promise to live like Christ in that confessional. 

Next week is Holy Week. Next week, we remind ourselves that Jesus 

suffered and died because many times in our history, we could not keep 

the covenant – we sinned and we judged others unjustly. In the case of 

God, we judged God and condemned God to death. In that one 

moment, the collective humanity said that we do not care. Even so, God 

still died for us because God loves us, because God is love.  

Are we living a life of love? Are we living a life that conforms to the 

gospel? Are we being selfless and sacrificing our lives to help save 

others in God’s name? At those times of sin, our pride and our despair 

causes us to live a life that pulls us away from God. As we approach the 
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holiest week of the year, let us remember the opportunity for 

reconciliation that Christ offered us in today’s gospel because he loved us. 

Let is learn that lesson in forgiveness and love towards one another. Let 

is teach each other to sin no more so that we all can get to heaven 

together. Let is share that message of hope with the people that we 

meet. This is our prayer. 
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