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I am sure in today’s age there are some folks who probably are 

thinking it our situation in life never been as bad as we have 

experienced it today. The history of the world has taught us with all the 

plagues and violence and insurrections and wars and schisms hat have 

happened upon us, humanity in general has experienced far worse than 

we have today. Obviously, we personally are affected by the things that 

are happening to us right now, but in relation to what’s going on in our 

history, things have been much worse. 

That said, in the encounters that I have experienced with people who 

are suffering (especially in recent times), I have found a great deal of 

faith, hope, great deal of Christian charity in the hearts of our 

parishioners. These holy men and women have not lost the presence of 

God in their lives nor in their hearts. When I minister to the faithful who 
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exhibit that much strength, this courage inspires me to do what I am 

doing, based on the talents and gifts that God has given me. 

A few months ago, as an example, I was visiting a cousin of mine 

named Gina Novelli-Petrecca. Gina married to her husband Mike for 

about 25 years. Gina is the mother of two sons and she proudly declare 

herself as a hockey mom, tough as nails and very protected of her 

family. Gina was very proud of her husband Mike and her children AJ 

and Mikey; she often posted their accomplishments on Facebook. Gina 

very much invested herself in the life of her family; her family was first 

for her. Life was all about this family unit 

The reason I visited this self-proclaimed “hockey mom” in the 

hospital was because Gina had contracted a condition that required a 

bone marrow transplant. The person most suited for the transplant was 

her brother Frank, who was very kind to make that sacrifice for the sake 

of his sister. Gina was so proud of her brother Frank for what he did! 

Prior to the transplant, Gina had asked me to come to the hospital to 

visit her, which turned out to be towards the end of her life. When you 

get to the end of life, you start reflecting on all the good things that life 
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represents to you. Sometimes we do not give thanks for our blessings in 

life until we come to life’s end. As I spent time with Gina in this hospital 

room, we talked about all the things that were important to her: her 

family, her mom, her dad, her kids and certainly her husband Mike. 

Gina shared with me how proud she was of the people in her life; for 

me, this admission a great testimony to her sacrifice of faith for the sake 

of her husband and kids. For me, this type of sacrifice reflects the beauty 

of having a husband, kids and family. If you are living a good Christian 

life, you can pass it down to your family… and the faith continues. 

In our hospital room discussion, Gina starting confiding in me about 

her struggles about faith and all of us try to endure and overcome the 

difficulties that we encounter. Similar to what Gina share, I started 

reflecting on the struggles we all face in life, how we all get through this 

day or this day with the pains that accompany us on this journey, 

especially knowing that life on earth is short and one day is going to 

come to an end. 

I related to her something that our mutual grandmother Carmela 

Cosenza, my “nana” from Italy, had shared with me prior to her death 
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some years ago at age 99. My nana came to this country in the 1950s. 

After her husband passed away shortly after she came to this country, 

nana taught me that her secret in life was to get up in the morning, 

stand in front of the mirror, get her good cry out of the way, and then 

considered the rest of the day a gift and not to let that gift pass her by. 

My nana realized that if we let the time pass and if we do not realize 

how blessed we are with our family and our friends and the things 

around us in our life itself, we will never truly appreciate what love 

exists in front of us today and each successive day in our lives. If we 

don’t STOP and realized how blessed we are in life and blessed we are 

with God, it is then that we sometimes let life pass by without giving 

thanks for what we have until life is over. 

We all know that life often consists of one tension after another; the 

media feeds off this tension and takes advantage of our fear in life. But if 

we do not stop and appreciate what we have, we’re going to miss out on 

life and we’re certainly going to miss out on God. For me, I often turn to 

the Lamentation Psalms during this time of grief, especially the ones 

from Psalm 51 and Psalm 22: “My God, my God, why have you 
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abandoned me?” “Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness, in your 

abundant compassion wipe out my offense. Wash away all my guilt and 

cleanse me of my sin.” 

Our gospel reading illustrates today many of the great symbols that 

we will encounter on his way to the Good Friday celebration and the 

Passion of our Lord. We will read about Jesus’ suffering and death, the 

resting in the tomb, the wailing of the faithful and ultimately the 

resurrection. As we reflect on those symbols and begin to pray the 

psalms and the words of faith, I think all of us can understand in this 

light why Jesus would cry at this moment in his ministry. If any of us 

were to know the means by which you were to end your life on earth, 

then I think any of us would reflect the same type of emotions that our 

Lord did at that moment. 

Whenever I get to those moments of grief, I turn to the end of those 

psalms of Lament and I look to the end of the psalms, which remind me 

that the sufferings of the present will always be replaced with the joy 

and the grace of our Lord that is yet to come on the other side of the 

precipice that separates the heavens from the earth. “Rescue me from 
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my death, O Lord, for when you open my lips, my mouth shall declare 

your praise. For my sacrifice, O Lord, is a broken heart, and a humble, 

contrite heart you will not spurn.” Even today’s psalm of Lament from 

chapter 130 ends with a plea of Love to our Lord: “For with the LORD is 

kindness, with him is full redemption, and God will redeem Israel from 

all their sins.” 

It seems to me that the only way to reach the joy of Easter is to cry 

during Lent, to be mad enough, sad enough to do something about the 

injustices in the world. It is important that we become moved by the 

example of others in this community, moved enough that we follow that 

example and become the example for others. It seems to me that the 

tears God sheds for those who follow his path are those of joy and love 

rather than hate and sorrow. But it requires a response from the faithful. 

It requires us to carry the cross and sacrifice ourselves to others so that 

we show God the degree by which we wish to follow him. 

I think in the world of God who has suffered infinitely more than we 

could ever imagine on that cross that God has grieved for the loss of 

faith in this world, that we think that our lives are so bound to the 
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waves of the earth, that we forget about the waves of habit. In our 

ultimate destination and our ultimate purpose in life and why we were 

created in the first place about the gifts that we’ve been given with 

family and friends and also realizing that even if all of that is taken 

away, we still have God and we have not lost God and God is never 

going to go away from us. Romans eight 35 to 39 who can separate us 

from the love of God. Nothing can separate us from the love of God and 

if we have that faith in our hearts, we know in the songs of lament, they 

start with desolation. 

They end with hope. Realizing that if we put our faith in God, we can 

get to the other side. We can find that peace. We can find that 

constellation in today’s gospel. 

Concerning the story of Lazarus from today’s gospel, we know that 

Lazarus ultimately is going to die again. We are all going to die. The 

whole point of these miracle stories is not about taking care of our 

earthly needs. What we truly learn is that Jesus is Lord and that Jesus is 

God. With Jesus, all things are possible. We realize in today’s gospel that 

Jesus gets perturbed not just because he lost his friend but because we 
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have all lost our faith in him. If we truly understand what our lives 

really mean, we realize that our lives truly are blessed, despite the 

hardships that fall upon us. We have our friends, we have our own life 

and we should embrace the gifts of life that God has given us. Yes, we 

should grieve for that which we have lost, but then we should give 

thanks. We should make sure that the people around us know how 

blessed we are to have them in our lives.  

When was the last time you that you realized how blessed you are in 

life? When was the last time that you told your parents, your brothers, 

your sisters, your siblings, your spouse, your significant other, how 

much you love them, how much you care for them? We come here 

today and learn what life really means and how life really matters 

because what Jesus did on this altar and this cross was to die so that we 

could live. What we do on that altar is the source and summit and the 

most important thing we do in our Christian life. 

Let us never take this sacrifice for granted. Let us realize that God 

continually offers us hope, as do the Gina Petreccas and the Carmela 

Cosenzas when they reflect the love of God in the vocations they are 
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commissioned to live. As long as approach this altar, may we never lose 

that faith, hope or Christian charity in life because no matter what ends 

up happening in the world, no one can take God away from us and for 

that reason alone, we are infinitely blessed. Let us embrace this grace 

from God; let us embrace the faith as if it were the greatest gift we could 

ever possess… because it is. Let us realize how good we have it despite 

what the world says and let us share this message of love with the 

people that we meet. 

This is our prayer. 


