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Is 58: 7-10 
Ps 112: 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
1 Cor 2: 1-5 
Mt 5: 13-16 

 
 

Addendum to the Homily: This week, a parishioner informed me that the 
original sign from Joe’s Hot Dogs had been replaced with a larger, more 
prominent sign that I did not notice. Thus, the “melancholy” that I had 
experienced on February 4-5 has now been removed and I have returned 
back to my normally cantankerous self. 
 
 
I am sort of melancholy preaching this homily because the reference I 

used some twenty years ago as the inspiration for what I am about to 

say no longer exists. Almost a decade ago, the theme of my homily 

referenced the subject of the best hot dog served in Joliet. Some people 

in Shorewood like the dogs from “Portillo’s Restaurant”; I myself am 

partial to a hotdog done “Maxwell Street” style, with lots of mustard 

and sautéed onions. The people from the A&W food chain like to make 

their dogs “Coney Island”-style, with lots of chili and onions served on 

top. Down on Jefferson Street, some people stake their reputation on 

“Babe’s Hot Dogs,” which is why my priest friends and I often frequent 

that establishment from time to time. 
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However, my favorite hot dog from the early two thousands could be 

found right off the “six corner” intersection in Joliet, a mile north of St. 

Ray’s Cathedral. The place, of course, is simply called “Joe’s Hot Dogs,” 

served with their famous trim (never ask for ketchup on their hot 

dogs!!!). To be honest, that particular restaurant in Joliet is a dive. The 

signs are hand-written, the place could use a paint job, and you don’t 

exactly go to Joe’s for the ambiance. But the dogs were great and the 

fries were so saturated with grease that they would seep through the 

bag and ruin your clothes and any fabric that they would touch. The 

pope himself would endorse Joe’s Hot Dogs even after spending two 

hours at the dry cleaners removing grease stains from his cassock! 

Before the business changed hands some time back, the best part 

about Joe’s Hot Dogs, for me, was the sign that was taped right by the 

cash register that defined the kind of product they served. The sign 

read, and I quote, “WE SALT EVERYTHING!” I love that sign! I love 

salt! I can only imagine why that sign was taken down, probably 

because of some health-conscious nurses or parents complained about 
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how too much salt in one’s diet was bad for the heart and bad for the 

blood. As a red-blooded, hot dog eating Christian, I say to those nurses, 

“BRING ON THE SALT!!!” In the Christian context, the more salt you 

liberally apply, the closer you get to heaven – it might be bad for the 

heart but it is necessary and fantastic for the soul! 

In the secular world, I looked up the meaning of the world “salt” in 

one of those books that explains signs and symbols. My particular 

reference called, “The Illustrated Book of Signs and Symbols,” says that 

“Salt was named after the Roman goddess of health, Salus. Because of 

its pure form, salt stands for immortality. The symbolism of a grain of 

salt dissolving in the ocean has come to represent the human soul 

joining together with the infinite.” To those who are superstitious, 

throwing salt over one’s shoulder represents good luck while spilling 

salt represents bad luck. In today’s age, there is a tradition in some 

cultures to pass salt to a neighbor as a sign of respect and love. The idea 

here is that salt enhances the flavor of a friendship, thus making the salt 

an essential ingredient for growth. 



  
 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 4 
5th Sunday OT - A February 04-05, 2023 

The most famous secular use of this salt imagery of which I can think 

refers to the giving of salt to a family entering their home for the first 

time. I most famously remember this symbolism from the movie, “It’s a 

Wonderful Life,” when George & Mary Bailey welcomed Mr. Martini into 

his new home for the first time with these words: 

 
Bread... that this house may never know hunger.  
Salt... that life may always have flavor.  
And wine... that joy and prosperity may reign forever. Enter the 
Martini Castle. 
 

In the world of faith, salt played an extremely important part within 

Bible literature as well; the theme appears in the bible over thirty times. 

For instance, in the 19th Chapter of the Book of Genesis, Lot’s wife had a 

momentary loss of faith and as a result was turned into a pillar of salt, 

which represented the loss of faith. In Leviticus and Ezekiel, salt was a 

symbolic offering given to sacrificial victims. In the Book of Judges, salt 

was thrown upon a city that was destroyed as a sign of conquest. A 

“Salt Land” is also called a “desert wasteland” in Deuteronomy and 

Ezekiel calls the bitter waters by the Dead Sea as a source for salt. 
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Within the New Testament, the authors of these books utilized the 

salt symbolism only two or three times, referring to salt as a symbol for 

friendship and being filled with grace. In his letter to the Colossians (4: 

6), St. Paul instructed the people of faith, “Let your speech always be 

gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you know how you should respond 

to each one” (“Que su conversación sea siempre amena, sazonada con 

sal, sabiendo responder a cada cual como conviene”). Specifically in 

reference to today’s reading from Matthew, salt represented a covenant 

or friendship between one party and another. 

Today’s gospel reading continues what scholars call “The Sermon on 

the Mount” narrative from the fifth chapter of Matthew’s gospel. 

According to St. Matthew, Jesus has just been baptized and just selected 

the twelve men who will play the pivotal role in the history of the 

Church our Lord fulfills on the cross. It is at this point of the story that 

he led his followers to this so-called “mountain” (the local is 

questionable) in order to provide them with the first basic teachings of 

the faith. 



  
 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 6 
5th Sunday OT - A February 04-05, 2023 

Last week, we read the beginning of these teachings with the story of 

the Beatitudes; simple humble approaches to live that allow the believer 

to live like God. This week, Jesus implores his followers to take this life 

of humility and shine it upon the world like light, to spread it through 

the land like shaken salt, liberally applied so that every pore of every 

creature can receive the blessings of God’s grace. Over the next few 

weeks leading up to the Season of Lent, our gospel reading will focus on 

the three chapters that make up this “Sermon on the Mount” that our 

Lord uses to instruct his followers as a type of “textbook of faith” which 

his followers are called to live. 

The lessons will become more difficult as the weeks go on. After 

these “feel good” entries we encounter at the beginning of the sermon, 

the challenges that the Lord places upon us will become more difficult 

as the sermon presses on. He will challenge our preconceptions on 

friendship, divorce and the manner in which we love. He is going to 

challenge us on the way we serve our neighbor and our enemies. And in 

the gospel of Matthew, the more our Lord preaches, the more 
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astonished the followers become towards this God-man’s authority over 

scriptures and life itself. 

So when, in today’s age, we are called to be “the salt of the earth” in 

today’s gospel, it is not just a nice metaphor with which we walk away. 

As the disciples are called to carry this gospel message out to the 

nations, so we are called to do the same, both you and me. Almost forty 

years ago, the bishops of the Second Vatican Council fleshed out this 

imagery of salt in relation to your mission within this faith, the mission 

of the laity of the Catholic Church. In their document Lumen Gentium the 

bishops wrote that… 

 
The laity are called in a special way to make the Church present and 
operative in those places and circumstances where only through 
them can it become the salt of the earth. Thus every layman, in virtue 
of the very gifts bestowed upon him, is at the same time a witness 
and a living instrument of the mission of the Church itself “according 
to the measure of Christ's bestowal” (Ephesians 4: 7) 
 
Los laicos están especialmente llamados a hacer presente y operante a 
la Iglesia en aquellos lugares y circunstancias en que sólo puede 
llegar a ser sal de la tierra a través de ellos. Así, todo laico, en virtud 
de los dones que le han sido otorgados, se convierte en testigo y 
simultáneamente en vivo instrumento de la misión de la misma 
Iglesia en la medida del don de Cristo (Efesios 4: 7). 
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Over the last few weeks, I have spoken ad nauseum about the type of 

service that all of you have offered for the sake of spreading this salt 

throughout the entire parish. You have served the old and young. You 

have loved those every culture and every way of life. We have discussed 

how this love becomes the key to allowing our parish to grow and 

prosper. We have discussed how this love will not just save a parish but 

will save a soul as well, namely our own. 

I am not sure that those in this community will help me in my cause 

to sign petitions and seek satisfaction over the leaders of Joe’s Hot Dogs 

to bring back the sign. As people of faith, though, I joyfully urge you to 

maintain the sentiment. Despite the reasonable warnings set forth by 

our parents and those in the medical profession, I implore all of us to 

use this salt as liberally as possible in the world of faith. May our resolve 

to love and to serve continue to become the gold standard by which we 

are seen by those who live around us. May we truly take heart to the 

words spoken by our Lord in the gospel today. May we take the light 
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from under the basket; may we flavor the world with the seasoning of 

love. Let us spread this salt throughout the world, beginning with our 

community and share this flavor of love with the people that we meet. 

This is our prayer. 


