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Is 35: 1-6, 10 
Ps 146: 6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
Jas 5: 7-10 
Mt 11: 2-11 

 
 
 

In my twenty-six years as a Catholic priest, the one theme that has 

given me hope in this world in which we live is that no matter how hard 

I try, I am going to lose. We are going to lose in the world of faith 

because eventually we are going to lose these buildings. We are going to 

lose all these wonderful structures we have created. As the scriptures 

have told us, we are going to lose because society is much more 

cunning, is much more powerful and is much more industrious than 

sometimes the just people can be. We are going to lose because 

sometimes we live sinful lives and we forget about our real purpose in 

life, namely to love God and to love our neighbor. 

What I have learned is that so many better people, far better people 

than I ever could be, have lost, but because they lost, they actually won. 

I keep going back to people like the prophets Isaiah and Micah, Isaiah 
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and Amos. These prophets warned the chosen people about being 

faithful to God or they would lose their land. The so-called Chosen 

People did not listen and, as a result, the northern kingdom was lost in 

722 BC and the southern kingdom was lost in 586 BC. 

The last of these prophets named Jeremiah warned the so-called 

Chosen People that their destruction was imminent if they did not 

change their ways. The people of Judah responded by trying to kill 

Jeremiah. King Nebuchadnezzar of the Babylonians ended up sticking 

Jeremiah in the middle of the city to watch the city burn. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, adopted by St. Joseph so he could be part of a lineage 

of David as the new king, lost in front of the Sanhedrin the night before 

he died and was nailed to a cross as a result. The apostles that followed 

Jesus took that message to the ends of the earth and all but one of them 

died of martyr’s death because of this. 

This Advent, I referenced the martyred popes prior to 313 AD who 

lost their lives because they held on to the faith. Scores of good Catholics 
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who have lived the Catholic faith and wanted to pursue this life of love 

also were martyred for the cause of the faith. 

I am not as nearly as important as any of them. I am not nearly as 

strong as they were. I must learn from them about how they lost and 

what they were willing to sacrifice in this loss. I also learned that 

because of them, the Church had won in the process. As stated in the 

gospels, the grain of seed that died in the ground produced much fruit 

(John 12: 24-26). All of those who have given their lives for the cause of 

the faith, for the protection of children, for the protection of the 

vulnerable, for those in need, have modeled a life that the Church 

honors, a life that we are encouraged to follow. 

We have so many different individuals who have given their life for 

the cause of the faith, have lost their lives in the process, but yet are 

remembered because of their perseverance, because of their dedication 

to the faith. Peter was crucified upside down. Paul was beheaded. We 

learn that these individuals were willing to give their lives for the cause 

of Christ as I need to give my life to you. 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 4 
4th Sunday of Advent – A December 17-18, 2022 

Over the last three years, because of the sacrifice so many of you have 

made, our community and the Hispanic faith has grown from zero to 

200 souls every Sunday. At St. Anne’s prior to my arrival, we had no 

baptisms in five years and we had no weddings in ten years. Now all of 

a sudden, we have so many baptisms and quinceañeras and weddings. I 

encountered another fourteen-year-old Hispanic lady asking if she 

could receive the sacraments at the Easter Vigil so that she could receive 

her quinceañera. Because of this sacrifice, twenty-six souls will be 

receiving sacraments on Easter weekend because we have made an 

effort to sacrifice our lives for them. 

We have learned that this sacrifice is not for our benefit but for 

everyone else’s. We do not sacrifice for them; we sacrifice for God 

because God set the example of suffering and sacrifice, we must follow 

it to model that life. 

Look at the first reading – Ahaz was a corrupt king. Most of the kings 

during the time of the kings were corrupt, as were most of the judges. 

That is why we needed the new king with a new perspective on what 
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Jerusalem is all about. Jesus came into the world not to restore the city in 

Israel that has been fought over by Jews, Christians, and Muslims for 

hundreds and thousands of years. Rather, Jesus, this Emmanuel, this 

God with us, this new king David, is pointing and leading us to a 

different Jerusalem, the one that is eternal in heaven. 

If we are willing to sacrifice to defend the theological virtues of faith, 

hope and love, if we can understand the value of sacrifice and mercy, 

then we pave the way for the hope for a better tomorrow. Eventually, 

good and bad will be eradicated from this earth; God will sift through 

the wheat and the chaff; God will separate the sheep and the goats. If we 

do this right, we are going to lose because the cunning are usually a 

whole lot more industrious than we are and sacrifice ourselves to 

preserve this virtue of love, then we win in the eyes of God and we are 

with God the rest of our existence. 

Please know I will continue to do what I can to sacrifice for your 

behalf. Please do the same for those around you, for the parishes that 
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serve you, for the people that love you and for all people that we meet. 

This is our prayer. 


