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Is 35: 1-6, 10 
Ps 146: 6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
Jas 5: 7-10 
Mt 11: 2-11 

 
 

As I have preached at other masses about the image of a Nativity Set 

and how we envision the placement of the Mary and Joseph statues as 

well as the baby Jesus, how we place straw in a stable with statues of 

shepherds and wise men with all kinds of animals and angels. In reality, 

Jesus was born in a small hole of a rock but we like the image of the 

nativity (and the two that adorn both sanctuaries in both parishes under 

my care). 

As Christians who like to retell these stories in a way comfortable to 

our way of storytelling, we have repackaged the nativity story because 

the image of the stable and all the statues within it looks kind of pretty. 

A few years ago, Hollywood created an entire movie out of a couple 

chapters in two gospels called “The Nativity Story,” to add substance to 

a biblical narrative that is lacking in detail. Like most biblical stories 
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reinterpreted through television, radio or cinema, we present these 

stories as to the way we want to envision the narrative, as opposed to 

what really happened. I parallel this to reinterpretation to a Norman 

Rockwell painting, Norman Rockwell liked to make these images of 

Christmas and Thanksgiving families getting together in harmony, 

when in reality, a lot of the times our families are really dysfunctional 

and so unlike the images that Rockwell portrayed. There is no way that 

Norman Rockwell would be able to paint what really goes on in a family 

setting. That said, we like to have that Normal Rockwell image, that 

nativity image, because looking at a baby in a very wonderfully 

beautiful, simple setting really stirs our hearts. 

How many times have we been on Facebook or social media or 

somebody shows us pictures of babies who look so innocent and 

beautiful as only babies can be, as the friends of these postings respond 

with great joy? I do not have the same opinion of babies – once I had to 

change a diaper, I had my fill (so to speak) of baby images in my life. 
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For most in society, babies are beautiful, absolutely spectacular. They 

are innocent, they are fragile, they are vulnerable, and they really need 

our guidance. For this reason, the Church really needs to be diligent 

about protecting all children from the womb to the tomb. In the womb 

years, in those early years and even in the later years, children are like 

little lambs and they need to be protected. Children are so easily 

malleable. In the adult world, this country allows children to be 

destroyed in the womb – since those in the womb (and even in their 

infant years) have no voice, they are defenseless to fight the evil that is 

levied against them. Even when they get older, kids do not get to vote. 

Kids do not get to make major decisions in life. They are usually guided 

by parents or whoever until they turn a certain age and even then, 

they… and us!... need guidance in the things they and we do. 

If we had the same view of the savior of the world as we have with 

any other child in the womb, none of us might have had a chance for 

salvation. By taking away life, we lose the opportunity to encounter 

those who might be geniuses in medicine, science, and politics. By 
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taking away life, we might not have clerics like me standing up here at 

the altar preaching the gospel message. By taking away life, we lose the 

possibility of so many wonderful people who can make such a great 

difference in this world. 

To me, the innocence of a child is what Christmas is about, is what 

this light is about. Like the Christmas child, a Christmas light is a 

beautiful, warm, glimmering light, not the big boisterous one we talk 

about at Easter with the sunrise, but the stillness of the night guided by 

a star. This light that gives us hope. Children give us hope. That is the 

idea that I love about the fear of the Lord. We talk about the fear of the 

Lord, and those things are gonna happen to us if we do not follow God's 

way. 

We talk about the other side of the fear of the Lord, Lord, of falling in 

love with somebody where your knees are trembling. I like the fear of 

the Lord looking at a baby. You are so helpless, you are so innocent, you 

are so loving. You so want to take care of that child because you know 

that child cannot take care of himself or herself, and you want to make 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 5 
3rd Sunday of Advent – A December 10-11, 2022 

sure she is precious and loved. I love Taylor Marshall's line (it is 

probably attributed to others as well) … “If the church ain’t crying, it’s 

dying.” 

We love our children in Church. In fact, I tell the religious education 

directors that kids need to be in church. Kids do not need to be in 

Church just because the honor the third commandment (which they 

should); they come to Mass to build a relationship with God. A lot of 

times we see the parents dropping the kids off, picking them up, but 

never walking into the church themselves. 

We are all children of God; we all need to be formed. Every single one 

of us, including me, including you, including the Pope, including the 

bishops, every single one of us needs to be guided by that star and 

guided by God because without that star, without that spirit, without 

that childlike innocence, we are lost and helpless. If we are formed 

correctly, if we are loved correctly, if we love God like the innocence of a 

child, then we understand what faith is about. 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 6 
3rd Sunday of Advent – A December 10-11, 2022 

Rejoice and the Lord always, again, I say rejoice. For indeed the Lord is near 

(Philippians 4: 4). The Lord is near in our hearts. If we prepare for God 

correctly, if we live this life of humility, of innocence, of joy, of love, that 

kind of fear of the Lord, right, things can happen. Let us realize that God 

wants us to get to heaven. God wants to help us in the path. 

God wants to give us the star. God wants to be incarnate. God wants 

to die on a cross so that we will have a chance. Let us not take that for 

granted. Let us not throw it away as we do. Often those children in the 

womb or those individuals who we dismiss or marginalize or shut out 

so that we can justify how we are more important than they are. 

Christmas does not exist to demean life – Christmas exists to embrace 

it. Every life is sacred; we must treat every life as such. If we do that, we 

live like Christ and we can see the light more clearly. Let us understand 

that God has done it for us through the incarnation for the cross. Let us 

do the same for the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 


