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Last week, I was perusing the bulletins of other parishes within the 

diocese and the “doom and gloom” that these bulletins are conveying. I 

guess some pastors are writing to their parishioners that their pews 

seem a bit emptier and those who once came to Mass are not coming 

back. The website from the Archdiocese of St. Louis just announced that 

they are closing forty percent of their churches in the next few years. 

The Madison Diocese announced they are reducing their parishes from 

106 to 30. Detroit closed almost two hundred parishes and the 

Archdiocese of Chicago is not far behind that. 

I have preached to you, ad nauseum, that one of the beautiful things 

about being here in the middle of nowhere is that no one in the diocese 

pays attention to us is when, in fact, so much good is going on where we 

pray that they diocese is more preoccupied with other concerns than us. 

While there are wars and insurrections and politics and anger and 

hatred and all the craziness of the world that takes place, there is so 
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much good that gets overlooked, especially here at the border town, that 

folks are more attentive to the bad things of the world than the good that 

Christ has afforded our parishes.  

I try to convey this to the university students where I teach at the 

University of St. Francis in Joliet, IL. I try to teach them constantly about 

the basic concept that is found in all major religious texts – do unto others 

– the positive message conveyed in the 25th Chapter of Matthew’s 

Gospel (“when you do this for the least of my brethren, you do this for 

me”) and the Prayer of St. Francis (“for it is in giving that we receive, in 

pardoning that we are pardoned, and in dying that we are born to 

eternal life”). I try to teach the students that we are born to die and once 

we realize that we have a purpose in life, this is when we truly start to 

live. 

As a Catholic, I have learned that I what I do is not for me – it is for 

Christ. You do not come to this Mass for me – you come to encounter 

the Spirit that worked through Christ and was passed through good 

folks like you and me. You start realizing that to be like Christ is to put 
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the needs of others in front of our own needs – I have come to realize 

that you all bless me with the basic needs of life – my responsibility is to 

take care if you in God’s name. 

For me, if I understand what the words from the Second Chapter of 

Philippians mean, then I understand what it means to serve and to be 

like Christ. it is not about my life, it is about everybody else’s life. I try to 

get the students to memorize these words that St. Paul once wrote, that 

though he was in the form of God,  
did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.  
Rather, he emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
coming in human likeness;  
and found human in appearance,  
8he humbled himself,  
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.  
Because of this, God greatly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name,  
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend,  
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. (Ph 2: 6-11)  
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In my experience of the priesthood and certainly in life, I have 

learned that those who follow Christ are destined to live in a ministry 

that will lose a great number of battles but ultimately prevail in the war 

of faith. No matter what you do in the world of faith, there are those in 

the secular (and often in the religious) world who are going to revile at 

hate you, as Mt 5: 12 attests. Those inside and outside the faith will try 

to shut you down and who are going to speak badly about you – Lord 

knows I learned about that after the Chicago Tribune article from 

January 2017. 

Nevertheless, the Gospel of Luke has challenged us to be radical 

disciples and to allow the Spirit to lead us and guide us to proper action. 

We learn in Luke’s gospel that because of Adam and Eve, we have 

chosen this world in which we live (a world of corruption, disease, 

violence and ultimately death) but by living like Christ the Spirit 

prevents us from a second death, namely the one of faith. 

We learn that in this life on earth,  we are resigned to live in a world 

plagued by all the anger and the discrimination and the marginalization 
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and the hatred that exists among its members. The way I live and the 

way I teach how to get through these evils is from a golf analogy I once 

learned – you just play through the storms of life and finish the life you 

have committed to live. You realize that the world is the world but if 

you understand love, if you understand mercy, if you understand 

sacrifice, if you see what is good out there, then I believe we can 

overcome all this evil by seeing Christ in everything we do (the prayer 

attributed to St. Patrick). In the Hispanic ministry course I teach, I try to 

teach the students that the success in the faith starts at the grassroots’ 

level – you build one on one relationships in order to succeed. You tell 

people you love them in God’s name and you build a small community 

in the process, founded on God’s love. 

When you do this, the next thing you know, my last parish started 

with thirty faithful in my Hispanic community and some seventeen 

years later, that thirty grew into fourteen hundred souls attending a 

retreat on the parish grounds. At the parish I currently served, our 

Hispanic Ministry started with thirty souls in 2018 and some four years 
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later, about 150 souls attend weekly Mass. Good things can happen 

when you teach about love and enable good souls in the pews to 

become leaders in the church, If you enable people to be invested, to get 

people to invite others from the streets and from the homes, to come to 

our parishes to build a relationship with God then good begets good 

and great things happen. 

I had an encounter this week which proved to be a metaphor of what 

good I have experienced in these border town parishes. The day before I 

recorded this homily, I was shutting down and did not want to do very 

much because I was tired from all the ministry from the past week!  All 

of a sudden, Nick Skokna showed up on my doorstep (aka, my “potato 

chip guy”) who brought me cases upon cases of Doritos and Cheetos 

and hot and spicy fried pork rinds. 

Along with the food, Nick also brought a gaggle of people with him 

to change all the lights inside and outside the church to those of lower 

wattage, those of a LED variety. This last-minute project ran us about 

$7,000 by the time it was all done, but we are told that subsequent 
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electric bill would pay for that cost and then some. Nick took this 25-

foot rickety ladder that we had (one that no one should have had the 

right mind to climb) and they changed every single one of these lights. 

They crawled into the balcony of the church and took fishing line to pull 

up every cam light from the floor level to up above. 

Meanwhile over in the gymnasium, Joe Cohn showed up 

unbeknownst to me and started working on the plumbing in the 

bathroom again. Superbowl champion and Van Drunen spokesman Ted 

Peterson decided to drive to a local rental company to rent a three-phase 

generator so that the machinery that would strip the gym floor down to 

its base could function. An anonymous parishioner chose to donate 

$15,000 so that Veterans Floor could strip and reseal that gym floor, 

while Van Drunen Farms decided to pay the bill for the replacement of 

all windows in the gym (about a $200,000 job!). My “house flipper” 

Wally Martin came in that weekend to replace eight windows on the 

second floor of the gymnasium as well. Our local Alcoholics 



Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 8 
33rd Sunday OT – C  November 12-13, 2022 

Anonymous group has been cleaning up the entire second floor of the 

gym, getting rid of things that I don’t even want to discuss with you so  

So many people have done so much good for our parishes and most 

of them do not even belong to St. Patrick’s Church! Why do they help? 

They do this good work because they honestly believe that God has 

asked them to work with us for the betterment of this community – it is 

because they are responding to the gospel message. We all know that at 

the end of day, no one is going to remember any of us and the work we 

have done in the parish but this does not matter – we do this for the 

glory of God and God knows what is in our hearts – we live like Christ 

and we show God that we are responding to the call He bestowed on us 

to live out each of our respective purposes in life. 

The bottom line that we have learned these last few weeks of the 

Church year is that we are nothing but useless servants; we have only 

done what God has asked us to do. By lessening ourselves, we have 

become nothing but servants, as Christ did for us. By becoming the 

least, God grants us the most. When a grain seed falls to the ground, it 
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remains a grain of wheat; if it dies, it bears much fruit. We are called to 

live the same way. 

There is a lot of good within our Church; the problem is that we live 

in a society that wants to focus on the bad, that wants to focus on the 

things that are going to bring us down. If you want the church to grow, 

then we must lessen ourselves and look for the good in others. If you 

want the church to grow, then you need to see the good in others and 

build relationships with others, network with others. If you want the 

Church to grow, then you need to build at the grassroots and stop the 

marginalization. For the Church to grow, we must start realizing that 

every person is created in God’s image through his likeness. 

In the history of the church, in the Old Testament, one person after 

another fell because they put false gods ahead of the only one that 

counts. To fulfill the prophesy of the Old Testament, God lessened 

Godsself and the Father sent down his Son to become incarnate, to 

become humbled, so that every knee must bend and every confess that 

Jesus Christ as Lord. 
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As a result, when we live like Christ we can how the Church can 

grow in our local community, as has happened these last few years. Let 

us realize there is a lot of good in this community and a lot of good in 

you!!! There may be others that wish to focus on the gloom and doom of 

life but when we live like Christ, we see the good that is happening at 

our local parishes. Let us never take that good for granted. Let us 

embrace what is good and let us share this good with the people that we 

meet. This is our prayer. 


