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Dn 12: 1-3 
Ps 16: 5, 8, 9-10, 11 
Heb 10: 11-14, 18 
Mk 13: 24-32 

 
 

As I preach at this Mass for the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, I am 

also in the process of grading papers and tests for the three university 

courses I teach at the University of St. Francis in Joliet, IL. As I have told 

you previously, I teach about ninety students a semester, whether it be 

the nursing students for the Introductory to Theology Class (Theo 101), 

The Death and Dying course for the psychology students who attend the 

university (Theo 330) or the online Old Testament course I teach in the 

fall (Theo 200) and the New Testament in the spring (Theo 210).  

Normally I would like to tell the students that when I am grading 

papers and tests, I do not think their bosses are going to ask, what grade 

did the student receive in his or her theology courses. What I tell the 

students is that we are trying to help them get a moral compass in life 

and though the lessons we teach are good for the mind and soul, the 

manner in which we treat them (“love thy neighbor” or “do unto 
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others”) we would hope the students “pay forward” in the way each of 

them treats those in life that they meet, especially in the course of 

whatever vocation he or she pursues. 

In the theology courses we professors offer, we  are trying to get the 

students to learn some of the basics of the Catholic faith to teach how to 

love, to be respectful, to teach them the commandments and the basic 

precepts of the faith. We are trying to teach the students the basics of life 

that we have just covered these last thirty or so weeks during the season 

of Ordinary Time at Mass. In this liturgical season from the gospel of 

Mark, we teach the students (and all of you!) how Jesus has been trying 

to teach us, trying to feed us, trying to heal us and trying to instruct us 

in the way we should live, if we wish to be with God in heaven. 

In this particular gospel of Mark, we learn how Jesus’ followers do 

not understand very well the teachings our Lord offers. We learn in 

Mark that the more that word Jesus teaches and reveals about himself, 

the more confused the disciples and apostles become. Trying to follow 

Jesus’ example, I try to enlighten students who are confused about the 

faith to help them along by using the metaphor St. Paul uses in his 
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writings – have them drink milk before we introduce them to solid food 

(1 Cor 3: 2)!!! I am certainly not the best professor that they will ever 

encounter at the university, but I try to guide the students gently in their 

theology lessons so that they are able to learn, hoping that when we 

teach the more difficult tenets of the faith (and life!), the students are 

ready to tackle whatever may confront them.  

There is a website online called www.ratemyprofessor.com. On this 

particular website, some of the students you teach have the opportunity 

to evaluate their teachers. On this particular site, I have not received 

many evaluations; that said, on a five-point scale I am rated a 3.6 

overall, based on seven ratings. Only seven students on this site have 

actually evaluated me in the courses I teach and all but two of the 

comments have been really positive and uplifting. One student wrote… 

 
I generally do not understand the negative reviews about him. This 
guy is the sweetest man (that's right… I am a sweet man). He is 
hilarious, accessible outside of class. As for difficulty, he is not bad at 
all. He is a little tough on the papers, but if you put in some work, 
you get the most points. Take theology with him. 
 
 
 

http://www.ratemyprofessor.com/
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Another student wrote, 
 
 
Fr. Jankowski truly is an instructor I have never seen before with his 
caring nature and sweet extensions on assignments.  
 
 
Essentially, I try to help students and I give them extensions on their 

work; I try not to penalize them, if possible. I am trying to help them get 

a good grade. The whole point in teaching theology is that I want to help 

them with the idea, hoping that the student will pay the kindness 

forward and help somebody else who might also be in need. The 

student continues… 

 
There were so many times that we were having trouble in class and 
with some assignments. Fr. Pete always specified the issue that 
confused us and the reasoned with us in class. He gave us extra 
credit, as well as easy points to achieve good grades inspiration. 
 
 
Another student wrote… 
 
 
If you are considering taking one of his classes online, there are two 
things you should consider. Number one, do you like to read a lot? 
And number two, are you willing to put in the work to get an “A?” If 
one of your answers to those questions is no, I would take another 
professor. This class was super easy, as long as you do the work. He 
is a cool guy. You need a 93 for an “A,” by the way. 
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I try to help the students in the courses I teach. I do not make life easy 

for the students to get an easy grade. I hold the students accountable for 

their work but if they do their work and if the students show me they 

are trying to invest, I come the other halfway and help them out. 

I bring this all up because I wanted to talk about a couple of the 

negative comments that were made about me on this site as well. A 

dissatisfied student gave me a one out of five and says, I am awful. This 

is what the student said… 

 
If I could rate Fr. Pete lower, than I would. I am in his online class. 
God forbid, you do not know he is a priest and call him, “Mr.” Is a 
Catholic university (actually, it is!!!). He tried to drop me from the 
course because I plagiarized on a test. What a cocky teacher. 
 
 
In the university where I teach, the students have to submit their 

written work in a software program called, “Turnitin.” When a student 

submits a paper, their writing gets filtered through the Turnitin 

software and, as a result, we teachers are able to find out the exact 

locations where a student is accessing his or her answers. 
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So, when this given student turns in a paper that was 91% 

plagiarized according to Turnitin, I was able to see all the uncited 

sources from which the student borrowed in writing their paper. In 

these cases, normally, I give the students a “0” on their work but give 

them an opportunity to rewrite their papers. I tell the students that other 

professors might flunk the student because of the plagiarism or that the 

university could expel them. I tell them that on a job, a boss could fire a 

worker if they plagiarize their work and that stain follows the worker in 

whatever they do. 

In these cases, I tell the students to rewrite the papers and do the 

assignment correctly. In these cases, I try to help them correct the error 

of their ways by giving them a second chance because in other venues of 

life, that second chance might not be possible. I tell the plagiarizing 

students that in life, a good number of people might not offer that 

second chance so that rewriting the paper can be a good learning 

experience that will condition them not to repeat in the future. 

In my experience as a chaplain at Stateville penitentiary, I have 

encountered individuals who learned those lessons in the worst of ways 
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or never learned their lessons at all. I have seen people fall. I have seen 

people who have been warned, who have been instructed on the perils 

of doing wrong and yet choose not to follow the basic rules of courtesy 

towards others. I have ministered to convicted felons who serve time in 

prison for some really horrible things. Yet, as a priest I am taught to 

follow the lessons of the 25th Chapter in Matthew's gospel and visit 

those in prisons, in hospitals and in places of care because that is what I 

am supposed to do if I want to get in heaven. 

When I minister at the prisons, I often encounter parents, family 

members and even friends who visit those convicted of heinous crimes 

because, regardless of what these men and women supposedly did, 

these visitors still love these prisoners, as we should. We should love all 

people, even if the worst felons are held accountable for their actions. 

Nonetheless, we must offer forgiveness and love to those who say they 

are sorry, while still doing what is necessary to keep others safe from 

harm. 

These are the lessons I teach to my students. Yet, no matter what I 

teach, sometimes students do not want to listen; sometimes society does 
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not want to listen. Certainly in the world of faith, those who call 

themselves Jewish or Christian do not learn from the story of the Old 

Testament, where one character after another is given the opportunity to 

bond with God, to follow this covenant, but keep breaking this 

covenant. A good Jewish believer waits for their Messiah to redeem 

what was lost; a good Christian believes that God came down to earth to 

serve as that Messiah, to serve as the new Adam, the new Moses, the 

new David, the new priest, prophet and king. 

This God-mam became incarnate in order to guide us into the way 

we need to live. I teach the students that we have learned in the 

scriptures how we were not able to follow this covenant or testament on 

own devices. We learn that Jesus came down to earth to set the example 

for us. If I am allowing God to work through me as a priest and 

professor, I need Jesus to set the example through me to the students I 

teach. 

In the parish setting, hopefully I do the same in teaching these 

lessons to the parishioners I serve, and hopefully all of you at home 
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watching these online Masses. Most importantly, I need to follow this 

example if I have any chance of reaching heaven myself. 

Essentially, the Fourth Eucharistic Prayer that I utilize on the 33rd 

Sunday of Ordinary Time each year mass references the history of 

salvation and how time and time again, we broke the covenant. The 

prayer explains how God did not abandon us, even when we 

abandoned God. Instead. The prayer shows us hoe God came down on 

earth to show us how to live and how we need to set that example of 

love for others. Hopefully I model this example for the students I serve, 

the parishioners in the pews and all those at home watching these online 

Masses. With that in mind, I make the effort to keep celebrating these 

online Masses because so many in the homes have asked me to keep 

recording these liturgies. 

In that regard, I will continue to extend myself because that is what 

Christ wants me to do for all of you. I will do my part. I will ask Christ 

to work through me so that that what I preach are not my words but 

hopefully, the words of God speaking through me. I may not be the best 

that teaches or preaches – I just do what the Lord has called me to do in 
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life, to save souls (starting with my own). May we learn that without 

God, we are dust but with God, all things are possible. Let us keep 

making God alive and possible for the people that we meet. This is our 

prayer. 
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