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When I was taught that the cycle of readings from the Second Sunday 

of Lent contained the three versions of the transfiguration of our Lord 

(Cycle A – according to Matthew; Cycle B – according to Mark; Cycle C 

– according to Luke), I was always taught to focus on the disposition of 

the three apostles Peter, James and John in each set of readings. I was 

taught that in the gospel of Mark, these three apostles acted as if they 

had no clue as to who Jesus actually was. In the gospel of Luke, the 

three of them acted as if they were in a dreamlike state and they thought 

that Jesus was a vision they could not understand. 

In this year’s rendition of the Transfiguration from the gospel of 

Matthew, the three apostles seemed very alert, very capable of 

understanding what was taking place… and all three were scared out of 

their minds. It was only until Jesus touched them and assured them that 
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all was well, that they were able to comprehend and were reassured that 

they were safe in the presence of the Lord. 

In my reading of the text, I look at the character of Peter (the first 

pope of the Church) and view Peter having the same disposition of Jesus 

on the waters in the Sea of Galilee, also depicted in all three gospels (Mt 

8: 23-27; Mk 4: 35-41; Lk 8: 22-25). In each gospel’s depiction of the 

calming of the waters, the disciples act as if they are very afraid in the 

boat. In this story, Jesus approaches them by walking on the water. In 

this story, Jesus gives Peter confidence, if for a moment, to walk on 

those waters because of his faith. As we learn in this story of Jesus 

calming the waters… and the transfiguration… and certainly on the 

cross…  we realize that with Jesus, Peter feels secure to do the 

impossible but without Jesus, with a sense of doubt, Peter is lost… and 

he is the first pope of the Church! 

No pope, no bishop, no priest, no deacon, no layperson (including 

me) will understand or even attain the gift of everlasting life, not one of 

us truly will be make it to the other side of life if God is not the one who 
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leads us and guides us. Without God, we are dust and to dust each of us 

shall return without each of us accepting God in our lives. 

What I have learned in this life is that so many individuals act as if 

they have a great deal of “machismo” and bravado in this world. Each 

of these individuals (perhaps even each of us!) think that they/we can 

accomplish a lot of things in this world without God. Sometimes, we act 

like a child who does not understand that walking in the middle of busy 

traffic is going to get that child killed, but yet that child thinks that he or 

she can do anything because he or she does not know any better. 

When reflecting on this attitude, I often reflect on what I saw in my 

younger brother (and, by extension, myself as a child), who would often 

venture further and further away from his parents, thinking that he 

could control the world. Yet, when my brother was afraid, I noticed that 

he would turn his head to see if his parents were watching over him. To 

me, this illustrates a relationship we have with our God when we realize 

we need our parent – without God, we venture into the middle of a 

metaphorical busy intersection without supervision and, as a result, we 

become squoosh like a grape. 
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In that particular sense, a child could be brave because he or she 

knew that there was a safety net for protection because the parents were 

nearby to look over the child if anything dangerous would happen. In 

our particular case, oftentimes each of us has a great deal of bravado 

and each of us sometimes think that we do not need our parents’ 

supervision. There is a point in the life of the Christian where each of us 

realizes that if we choose to live away from God, each of us should be 

very fearful in this world. 

In the course of my years here in the border town communities, I 

have referenced the subject of fear, knowing what would happen to each 

of us if we ventured into the world without God’s supervision. When 

we decide we do not need God and venture into this corrupt world on 

our own, when we turn away from God, when the time comes that we 

encounter the problems of life or the end of life itself, we encounter a 

type of fear apart from God that the apostles encountered at the 

Transfiguration, on the Sea of Galilee or even when our Lord was dying 

on the cross. When any of us realize that there is a greater power that 

looks over us or a loss of recognizing that presence in our lives, each of 
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us might tremble in fear in front of that which we do not understand or 

that which can cause us great harm. It is this type of fear that the 

apostles encountered in today’s gospel and a type of fear that each of us 

need to comprehend if we do not allow our Lord to lead us and guide us 

toward the way of salvation. 

As I have preached before, there are two types of fear we encounter in 

the world of faith – the one that results from encountering the unknown 

or the more powerful or the one who can do great harm to us because 

their power. We are here to encounter the other type of fear – the one 

that we encounter when we are in front of the one whom we love more 

than our own life itself because there is no one else with whom we want 

to spend the rest of our lives. We tremble in fear out of a type of love 

that we would never be able to express because of the deep emotion and 

grace that enters our heart upon gazing at the most beautiful being we 

could ever encounter. 

The problem in this world is we have no fear of God until the time 

when our bravado no longer can help us – at least that is the way our 

society has conditioned us to live. Many times in life, our secular world 
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acts as if there is no God and the only religion that those in the secular 

world seem to attach themselves is the religion of hedonism, the 

enjoyment of whatever temporary satisfactions can provide the secular 

person in life. The secular pleasure is temporary and often an empty one 

that seemingly can only be satisfied when the pleasure is permanent. 

Even then, the pleasure dies with the individual and then what? Our 

society is conditioned not to believe in God as the source and summit of 

life; our society is conditioned to turn to other gods as the ones that 

guide them and lead them until the pleasure no longer exists and reality 

set in. 

Look what’s happened in our present-day society as a result. Look at 

how much damage and how much violence has occurred as a result. 

Instead of finding ways to see the good in others, instead of seeing the 

presence of God in each individual we encounter, whatever dominant 

culture is in charge tries to force each of us in society to walk lock step in 

their ways of belief or suffer the consequences of the type of fear that the 

dominant culture enjoys inflicting on those who do not agree with their 

viewpoint. 
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In this way of thinking, whatever dominant culture that acts as if 

they are God reconditions God to walk lockstep with the dominant 

culture’s point of view, as if God wants what they want. Even look at 

Moses and Elijah, who represented the law and the prophets. Moses was 

not even able to make it to the Promised Land because he was not 

faithful to God, because he doubted God’s power and authority in his 

own life; another god placed doubt in his life than the true God that 

could sustain it. Moses was not able to see the end of his journey and, as 

a result, he and the other 600,000 men that left Egypt to the Promised 

Land (save Joshua and Caleb) did not reach the Promised Land because 

of their lack of faith. 

This same lack of faith was illustrated by most of the judges and 

kings of the Old Testament. This same lack of faith negatively affected 

Peter, James and John in today’s gospel. This same lack of faith often is 

reflected in each of our lives. As a result, God punished those leaders in 

the Old Testament because they created gods in place of the only one 

that mattered. The fear they encountered at the end of their lives is the 

one we should try to avoid in our own. 
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Do we have the faith? Do we persevere? For this reason, we are called 

to this table to listen the word of God, be strengthened by the sacrament, 

to fear God in love and not retribution and to go boldly and to live the 

Catholic life. Yet, encountering the right kind of fear of the Lord (a gift 

of the Holy Spirit) offers us great benefits and great fruits in our quest to 

be loved and protected by God during the most difficult times. Nothing 

will happen if we just show up at a Christmas and Easter and think 

those magic moments are gonna save us; only by encountering the fear 

of the Lord in the best of ways will we understand how to get to the 

other side of Lent and into the Easter Season. 

This type of fear needs to be in the form of perpetual love that we 

have for God, a perpetual fear that we have for God, that we keep 

building that relationship, knowing that God is with us. Hopefully at 

those moments, at Easter and Christmas, we can show people the way, 

but unless we live the life, unless it is in those whistles in our bone that 

we choose to be fearful of the Lord out of love, that’s when we get to 

heaven. But the problem is we don’t have that kind of fear a lot of the 

times in the society at large. This society at large wants what it wants, 
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and they’re paying the price. What we seek is on the other side of life, 

which will happen sooner than later. 

In this story of the Transfiguration, we learn about who God really is, 

to learn about God’s revelation in our life and to see if we embrace the 

fear, this special type of love for God e rather than fearful for what’s 

going to happen if we do not. Let’s understand. For this reason, we 

celebrate the season of Lent so that we can put ourselves in a proper 

disposition to fear God in the most loving of ways. We celebrate Lent to 

act like Christ – to pray, fast and give alms always for the glory of God, 

always in the name of the Lord. Let us remember and embrace that type 

of fear, that love, that presence of God in our life so that we share that 

type of fear with the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 


