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Acts 5: 12-16 
Ps 118: 2-4, 13-15, 22-24 
Rev 1: 9-11, 12-13, 17-19 
Jn 20: 19-31 

 
 

As a priest of twenty-three years, this happens to be the twenty-third 

time that I have passed through the same set of readings that we 

proclaim every Second Sunday of Easter in the Catholic Church. We 

focus on a First Reading which describes the initial work of the apostles 

in a world that would often confront the message that they would 

preach. We focus on a Second Reading which warns seven Churches in 

Asia Minor about Judgment Day and their need to remove all doubts 

that often plague their lives. Our Gospel Reading focuses on one of the 

twelve apostles who would not believe in the Lord’s resurrection unless 

he saw the Lord for himself in some physical manifestation. 

Each year we encounter these readings, the theme of the Second 

Sunday of Easter focuses on the theme about doubt and trust. Do we take 

a risk and trust God enough that we can place our lives in God’s hands 

and take a chance that someone else is able to carry us through the most 

difficult of times? Do we doubt the ability of our Lord to guide us 
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through the difficult waters of life? It is of these questions that our 

salvation is based, questions about which theologians have pondered for 

these last two millennia. 

Risk is such a daunting thing in our lives and it has a great potential 

of damage, but it also has a great potential for joy. Take, for instance, 

any kind of friendship in life. If you ever want to spend time with a 

person whose company you would like to enjoy, you first have to take 

that risk. You have to expose yourself to another person and trust that 

person enough to accept you for who you are. And as we know in life, 

there are some relationships where the trust factor pays off, and some 

relationships where it doesn’t. 

The same example can be found in what Christ does for us. Here is 

our God who takes a biblical risk, a God who becomes incarnate on 

earth with no other motives than a faith that believes in us even when 

we, at times, do not believe in him, a Christian love that defines who 

God is and a hope God has in us that eventually we will change so that 

our love for God serves as a response to God’s love for us. We encounter 

this God who floods us with love by healing us, feeding us, dying and 
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rising for us and giving us a chance for salvation for those who choose 

to take a risk by following Christ’s example. All God asks of us in return 

in this covenantal relationship is to trust him enough to loving our God 

and loving our neighbor. 

As we have learned through human history, 

time and time again we have broken this 

covenant because we do not trust, we lack in 

faith, we cannot love like God and we lose our 

sense of purpose and direction as a result. The 

same doubt that fills St. Thomas’ heart for that 

one brief moment reflects the same doubt that exists in a Church-going 

society that fills a worship space on Easter Sunday yet, in many cases, 

abandons that Garden of Eden one week later. 

The theme for this Divine Mercy Sunday is a constant one – if we 

trust in God on Easter Sunday and every Sunday that follows (in every 

moment of life, as a matter of fact), if we take that chance and allow God 

to enter our hearts, what we get back is phenomenal and certainly is 

everlasting. Unfortunately, we often act like the doubting Thomas – we 
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ask for proof or some tangent sign that God exists before we give into 

him. We want to see the hands and the feet; we want to see the nail 

marks before we take that chance with Christ. Even then, the signs we 

remember today often are the signs we forget tomorrow, preferring the 

ways of the human over the divine. 

It is that doubt in our relationship with God 

that proves to be our downfall. Ultimately, if we 

depend on some kind of scientific fact to prove 

or understand God, if we depend on the 

physical rather than the metaphysical, it is then 

we will fail because our God is encountered 

most fully in our prayer lives. In all the books that a third Thomas (St. 

Thomas Aquinas) wrote about God, the ultimate truth about God he 

does not know; none of us do. The call to knowing God is the call to 

faith and that requires us to take a leap into a prayer life that often 

cannot be explained but experienced, a prayer life that leaps us out of 

the world of doubt, despair and selfishness (the opposite of the 
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theological virtues), leading us into a world of faith, hope and 

everlasting Christian charity. 

In reflection of this Easter light, I paralleled 

the doubting Thomas of today’s gospel with its 

opposite, virtuous Thomas of Church history 

who more than trusted our Lord and ended up 

suffering in horrendous ways because of his 

faith. The Thomas to which I am referring is St. 

Thomas More, “the man for all seasons,” whose life was depicted in a 

motion picture from 1966, winning six Academy Awards including 

“Best Actor” for Paul Scofield and “Best Picture of the Year.” 

In our history books, we read that St. Thomas More was a devout 

lawyer and Chancellor of the Church of England from the 16th Century 

who was beheaded on July 6, 1535 because he chose to put his faith in 

God over the sinful ways of our human society. His most popular work 

of fiction was a book he wrote in 1516 called “Utopia,” a commentary of 

an idealized vision of the world. In this book, he offers the following 

commentary concerning his intense faith in God: 
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“You must not abandon the ship in a storm because you cannot 
control the winds... What you cannot turn to good, you must at least 
make as little bad as you can.” 
 

While I am not the best person who understands the life of St. 

Thomas More, I do know that he once desired to live the religious life in 

his younger days and though this life as a monk was not his ultimate 

calling, his faith and religious training was very evident throughout his 

life. St. Thomas was a married man, studied law and became one of the 

most influential scholars in all of Great Britain. Both he and his friend 

Desiderius Erasmus defended the Catholic faith against Protestant 

Reformers of the 16th Century and founded a theological belief called 

Christian Humanism, looking back at the bible and writings of the early 

Church Fathers to provide direction in the teachings of theology. 

Of all these great endeavors, though, St. Thomas’ greatest struggles 

in life were burdened upon him by his one-time friend, King Henry VIII, 

whose divorce and subsequent remarriage split the Church of England 

from the Catholic Church itself. Upon the king’s divorce and subsequent 

remarriage, the Catholic Church had no choice but to condemn King 
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Henry of his invalid marriage. As a response, King Henry demanded 

that Thomas, his friend and chancellor of England to declare this king as 

the supreme authority of the Church in England. Because of his faith to 

the teachings of Mother Church, St. Thomas denied the request of his 

king and, after much turmoil over this divorce and remarriage, King 

Henry VIII sentenced Thomas More to be executed in 1535 for his 

supposed act of insubordination. 

Now I don’t know about you, but I keep wondering in my life how 

much grief I would endure in life until I caved into the pressure (in our 

Church’s current situation concerning the protection of children, this is a 

very practical question indeed). For our Lord Jesus, he set the gold 

standard in the manner by which we defend the faith. In a similar light, 

St. Thomas More supposedly wrote the following to his daughter in 

1535 while he was in prison awaiting execution: 

 
Nothing can come except what God wills. And I make me very sure 
that whatsoever that be, even if nothing has ever appeared so bad, it 
shall indeed be the best... I never intend, God being my good Lord, to 
pin my soul to another man’s back, not even the best man that I know 
this day living; for I know not where he may hap to carry it. 
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Because of this great dedication to his Christian values against his 

king, St. Thomas More would not give into Henry VIII’s sinful act and, 

as a result, was beheaded on July 6th of that year. As he was to be 

executed, St. Thomas was said to have uttered these last words: “I die 

the king’s good servant, and God’s first.” Some 400 years later (in 1935), 

Pope Pius XI canonized Thomas More as a saint of the Church and a 

century later, St. Pope John Paul II declared St. Thomas to be the patron 

saint of lawyers and politicians. 

In this last day of the Easter Octave, I wonder if my own devotion to 

the Eucharist can become is as strong as any of our saints in the 

Church’s martyrology. Do I take the risk in following God’s virtuous life 

of faith, hope and live or do I prefer to follow the ways of man in a life 

of doubt, despair and selfishness? For this reason, we are called to this 

sacred liturgy, the “source and summit” of our Christian life, to follow 

the example from a St. Thomas of the 16th Century instead of the one 

sinful act from the Apostle Thomas some fifteen centuries earlier. This is 

why we come to pray to Church together, this “source and summit” of 

our faith life – to seek out our Lord in God’s word and sacrament so that 
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we may find the strength to hold on to these theological virtues that our 

Lord modeled for us some 2000 years ago. Maybe that is why on this 

“Divine Mercy Sunday” we are called to dedicate time in front of the 

Blessed Sacrament to gaze into God’s strength and allow this strength to 

enter into us. 

As I conclude today’s homily, I would like to quote a prayer 

attributed to St. Thomas More, this “man for all seasons.” May it serve 

as a battle cry to remove the doubts that plague us in our lives for the 

sake of dedicating ourselves to prayer, study and Christian service. St. 

Thomas writes, 

 
Give me the grace good Lord, 
to set the world at naught; 
to set my mind fast upon Thee 
and not to hang upon the blast of men’s mouths. 
To be content to be solitary. 
Not to long for worldly company 
but utterly to cast off the world 
and rid my mind the business thereof. 
Not to long to hear of any worldly things, 
But that the hearing of worldly phantasies may be to me displeasant. 
 
Gladly to be thinking of God, 
Piteously to call for His help, 
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To lean unto the comfort of God, 
Busily to labor to love Him. 
To know mine own vility and wretchedness, 
To humble and meeken myself under the mighty hand of God, 
To bewail my sins passed; 
For the purging of them, patiently to suffer adversity. 
Gladly to bear my purgatory here, 
To be joyful of tribulations, 
To walk the narrow way the leadeth to life. 
 
To bear the cross with Christ, 
To have the last thing--death--in remembrance, 
To have ever afore mine eye my death, that is ever at hand; 
To make death no stranger to me; 
To foresee and consider the everlasting fire of hell; 
To pray for pardon before the Judge come. 
To have continually in mind the passion that Christ suffered for me; 
For His benefits uncessantly to give Him thanks, 
To but the time again that I before have lost. 
To abstain from vain confabulations, 
To eschew light foolish mirth and gladness; 
Recreations not necessary, to cut off. 
Of worldly substance, friends, liberty, life and all – 
to set the loss at nought 
for the winning of Christ. 
To think my most enemies my best friends, 
For the brethren of Joseph could never have done him so much good 
with their love and favor as they did him with their 
malice and hatred. 
 
This is our prayer. 


