
 

Homily 
2nd Sunday of Easter - B 
Rev. Peter G. Jankowski 
April 10-11, 2021
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Jn 20: 19-31 

 
 

During the sacred Triduum. I had the opportunity to celebrate 

“Confession Palooza” over at St. Patrick’s Church in Momence and St. 

Anne’s Church as well. Among the clergy, I probably am in the minority 

concerning hearing confessions during the Triduum. I learned in my 

theology studies that when a pope dies, only two offices in the Vatican 

continue to function – the office of the Camerlengo (those that 

administrate the Vatican until a new pope is elected) and the office of 

the Apostolic Penitentiary (the “tribunal of mercy,” so to speak). We 

learn that even on Good Friday, we continue to forgive the sins of the 

faithful because we are an institution of mercy and forgiveness. 

There is a tradition that on Good Friday, the Holy Father usually sits 

in the confessional to hear the sins from the faithful at the Vatican. For 

me, this is an important symbol of what all of us priests should do. One 

gift the Lord has offered me through ordination is the ability to allow 

God and the community to work through me for the sake of forgiving 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 2 
2nd Sunday of Easter - B April 10-11, 2021 

the sins of others. As our Lord commissioned the apostles and those 

who succeed them, “If you forgive men’s sins, they are forgiven them; if 

you hold them bound, they are held bound (Jn 20: 23).” Jesus gave this 

to the apostles, who gave it to the bishops, who gave it to priests like 

me. 

I feel this gift to be an honor, a responsibility to hear these 

confessions whenever I can. At my last parish, I used to dedicate three 

full days a year to this particular sacrament – a sixteen-hour day of 

confessions during the feast of John Vianney (August 4th) and one time 

during Lent and Advent when I would sit in the confessional for 

twenty-four hours, where literally hundreds of the faithful would come 

from various parts of the diocese to take advantage of this special grace 

being offered.  

I noticed that at St. Anne’s and St. Patrick’s, folks have been coming 

to me before and after the Holy Mass to ask for this special type of God’s 

love. On Holy Thursday this year, I made a promise to the people of 

Momence that I would hear as many concessions as needed after the 
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liturgy. At the end of the night, I was told there were probably more 

folks that attended the Holy Thursday liturgy than in the last two 

decades. This became apparent when I sat in that confessional for a 

good hour and a half after Mass, taking care of those who sought out the 

Lord’s grace. 

On Good Friday, we celebrated in Momence an outdoor Stations of 

the Cross, where a bunch of faithful chose to weather the elements and 

remind themselves that as much as they were suffering from the cold, 

our Lord suffered infinitely worse on the cross (Good Friday was one of 

the very few times in my life when I wore a couple albs and a coat under 

my vestments). After the service, a bunch of faithful wanted me to hear 

their confessions in front of the twelfth station – so for a half an hour 

after stations, I endured the cold to hear “sidewalk confessions.” 

I truly believe in today’s gospel – I believe that if you put faith in 

God, then no matter how you are treated on earth, God’s eternal and 

loving presence awaits you on the other side of life. So when folks stood 

in line on Holy Thursday to confess their sins, when folks stood next to 
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a street on Good Friday to do the same, I felt honored and humbled that 

so many people. 

I know that many priests do not hear confessions during the 

Triduum – a lot of priests still do. All I know is that in my personal 

journey with God, I am more than aware that my time on earth is short; 

I want to do what is possible to offer that forgiveness, to save as many 

souls as possible (including mine), so that at the end of life, I can show 

God that I did not take this gift for granted. My hope is life is that my 

dedication to the faith is honorable enough for God to allow me into 

heaven. 

I also know that many folks do not agree with me in what I do. To 

those folks, I have to tell how little I care about the “Doubting 

Thomases” in our community. I have to follow Mother Teresa’s 

mentality to “be like Christ” – others may dismiss the homilies I preach 

and may very well dismiss the teachings our Lord offers in the 

scriptures. As a priest, I made a promise to follow those teachings. Like 

today’s first reading, I have to set the example for you on how to live a 
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Christian life – I am obligated by the scriptures to give of my resources 

for the betterment of others. 

My constant battle in the faith is that I stop focusing on the “me” and 

start focusing on all of you. I also must realize that others do not agree 

with this type of lifestyle. This is where Mother Teresa’s prayer plays a 

role in my life, which is the reason her prayer is attached to every 

sacristy where I am called to minister as the leader of the community: 

“People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered. Forgive 

them anyway… (because) In the final analysis, it is between you and 

God. It was never between you and them anyway.” 

The kind of life I am trying to live, the kind of life that our Lord is 

instructing us to follow, is one imbued with what the Church calls “the 

theological virtues” of “faith, hope and Christian charity.” To believe 

what God teaches me is faith. To know that a Christian life leads me to 

heaven is hope. To show God that I put your needs instead of mine is 

charity – that what I do is all about you, not me. 
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What I have come to realize is that there is a great deal of faith and 

hope and love in the communities that I serve. What I also have come to 

realize is that our society is more akin to laws of the flesh rather than 

those of God. We learn that in our society, those in government will 

paint an image of despair and desperation so that our society will follow 

their way instead of God, knowing full well that on the other side of life 

they will be held just as accountable for their actions as we will be for 

ours. 

We are taught in today’s gospel that the opposite of faith, hope and 

love is illustrated by St. Thomas, who for that moment possessed an 

attitude of doubt, despair, and selfishness. Thomas did not embrace 

hope in the risen Christ; our secular leaders want to make us panic so 

that we are compelled to follow their ways instead of God’s. The 

naysayers of the world want us not to believe in what God wants to 

teach, but what the secular world wants to teach, that their values are 

better than God’s values. 
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To our secular leaders I say that I very much believe in following the 

laws of the state, but not all the laws in the state are moral. Not all of the 

doubt and despair that our civil leaders push on us are going to get us to 

heaven. To get to heaven, we must follow the commandments; love God 

and love our neighbor as if their life is more important than our own; 

that is our second reading today. 

Concerning our second reading, the reason why the first letter of 

John was written (as well as the gospel of John, who scripture schools 

believe  was written most likely by the same author) was to combat a 

heresy of doubt in the First Century called “Docetism.” The Docetist 

heresy purported that God truly did not die on the cross. The first letter 

of John and the gospel of John makes it very clear that Jesus was 

incarnate. In fact, at every single Mass I celebrate for the poor Clares in 

the Extraordinary Form (in Latin), every single Mass end with the 

reading from the first chapter of John (and is repeated in the first letter 

of John): “In the beginning was the word, and the word was in God’s 

presence, and the word was God. 
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As I prepared this homily, I was reflecting on the words of a Catholic 

author named Peter Kreeft. He wrote a book called Fundamentals of the 

Faith, a book I have my university students read in their Theology 101 

course. In this book, Kreeft talks about the theological virtues (faith, 

hope) as well as their opposites (doubt, despair and selfishness). My 

words reflect his sentiments; his sentiments reflect today’s gospel. Kreeft 

writes… 

 
It is appropriate for us to turn back to these basics of the Christian life 
now because the society we live in does not understand them. We 
live in a post-Christian world, and many of us are not sufficiently 
aware of that fact. Our modern world is in fact a clear countersign to 
these three virtues. Doubt, despair, and selfishness are the pillars of 
modern life, not faith, hope, and charity. Our world sees faith as 
naivete, hope as Pollyanna-style wishful thinking, and charity as 
weakness. 
 
We see around us a growing materialism, which is unbelief in 
practice; a rising suicide rate and depression, which is despair in 
practice; and a rising respectability for the me-first philosophy for 
which charity is a totally unintelligible alternative, a radical 
foolishness. It is therefore high time for us to go back to our spiritual 
basics, lest we sink into the dark waters that surround us and 
disappear into me-tooism, lest our salt lose its saltiness and deserve 
only to be trodden under foot, like rock salt thrown on snow or ice. 
 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 9 
2nd Sunday of Easter - B April 10-11, 2021 

 
Es apropiado que volvamos a estos conceptos básicos de la vida 
cristiana ahora porque la sociedad en la que vivimos no los 
comprende. Vivimos en un mundo poscristiano y muchos de 
nosotros no somos lo suficientemente conscientes de ese hecho. 
Nuestro mundo moderno es, de hecho, una clara contraparte de estas 
tres virtudes. La duda, la desesperación y el egoísmo son los pilares 
de la vida moderna, no la fe, la esperanza y la caridad. Nuestro 
mundo ve la fe como ingenuidad, la esperanza como ilusiones al 
estilo Pollyanna (vida optimista) y la caridad como debilidad. 
 
Vemos a nuestro alrededor un materialismo creciente, que es 
incredulidad en la práctica; una creciente tasa de suicidios y 
depresión, que en la práctica es desesperación; y una respetabilidad 
cada vez mayor de la filosofía del yo primero, para la que la caridad 
es una alternativa totalmente ininteligible, una tontería radical. Por lo 
tanto, ya es hora de que volvamos a nuestros fundamentos 
espirituales, no sea que nos hundamos en las aguas oscuras que nos 
rodean y desaparezcamos en el me-tooísmo, no sea que nuestra sal 
pierda su salinidad y solo merezca ser pisoteada, como la sal de roca. 
arrojado sobre nieve o hielo. 
 
 
For me, our Lord modeled a life of faith, hope and Christian charity  

that helped us pass through the darkness of Lent and helped lead us 

here to Divine Mercy Sunday, is what got us through lunch and brings 

us here on divine mercy Sunday, to realize that God is the Alpha and 

the Omega, the beginning and the end. When our Lord commissioned 
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this Mass as a memorial, as “the source and summit” of all we do, he 

removed doubt and despair in our lives and taught us the gift of being 

selfless in the faith. We know this secular world feeds us with doubt, 

despair and selfishness. 

If I have learned nothing else about this faith, I have learned this - the 

Catholic church is not about me; it is about all of us, the body of Christ 

coming together and proclaiming that Jesus Christ is Lord. Let us realize 

what Christ was willing to do for us. Let us give thanks for what he has 

taught us. Let us give hope that if we follow God’s command, we will 

make it to the kingdom of heaven. And let us learn about the gift of 

Christian charity, the most important of the theological virtues, that 

sacrifice that places the other person as more important than our lives 

ourselves. If we understand that lesson, when we embrace these great 

theological virtues, we will move away from the season of lent and 

perpetually live in the season of Easter, allowing that light to shine in 

our hearts and sharing that light with the people that we meet. This is 

our prayer. 


