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Is 49: 3, 5-6 
Ps 40: 2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 
1 Cor 1: 1-3 
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The inspiration for today’s homily took place at the St. Anne’s Parish 

Council Meeting this last week. During one moment of our time 

together, the folks on the council were talking about all the people at St. 

Anne’s and St. Patrick’s Church who have been exceedingly generous to 

our local parishes. I think our Christmas collection at St. Anne’s was 

somewhere around the $30,000 range in our little 133 family parish. In 

this discussion, we were talking about all the nice people who have 

done all kinds of wonderful things at the parishes I serve. I also was told 

that some very generous folks have been recognized and some have not; 

some people have been very public with their kindness and others have 

contributed in a very quiet way without desiring recognition. 

Towards this cause, we instituted a “Pew Donation Program” as a 

way to acknowledge those who wanted members of their families to be 
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memorialized (I finally spelled Fr. Fanale’s name correctly on his 

donation plaque… I hope!). Rich Lottinville from the parish referenced a 

man named George Solais who donated seventy acres of land to St. 

Anne’s a few decades ago that has benefitted us for years. I am told that 

we farm that land each year and then take a percentage of those 

proceeds to take care of the needs of our community. There are so many 

others who contribute in so many other ways that sometimes don’t get 

acknowledged; we really need to remind ourselves of the people who 

made it possible for us to prosper and do well here. 

In our parish council discussion, I asked the members of the council 

about the wheelchair and crutches that sit in the back of St. Anne’s 

church building and the stained-glass window that is associated with 

that wheelchair. I knew there was a story about that chair but I did not 

know the name of the family whose loved one was cured after 

venerating the St. Anne relic. I came to find out that the parishioners on 

the council did not know the name of this family, either, so I was 
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resigned to research the story and the name of the family who left the 

wheelchair and donated the window in our church. 

Towards this cause, I found a book that 

was published about the city and parish of 

St. Anne entitled, Following Fr. Chiniquy: 

Immigration, Religious Schism and Social 

Change by Caroline Brettell. This book 

was  the winner of the ISHS certificate of 

excellence in 2016. I just purchased this 

book last week, which talks about the 

history of this chair. 

If I am going to serve as your pastor and become a contributing 

member of this community, I needed to learn a little bit about your 

history. In a previous homily, I spoke a bit about how Fr. Charles 

Chiniquy brought the St. Anne Relic from France to Quebec and the 

Basilica of Sainte Anne de Beaupré. In the 1850s, Fr. Chiniquy took that 
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relic with his parishioners and travelled to Illinois and this area, whose 

city was named after this particular saint. 

I guess that Fr. Chiniquy encountered some problems with the local 

bishop of the time, left the Catholic Church as a result and became a 

Presbyterian minister, claiming the church that was built at the time for 

the Presbyterian community he founded. As I have preached before, Fr. 

Chiniquy sued the Catholic Church for possession of that building and, 

with the help of a young lawyer named Abraham Lincoln, won his case 

and took possession of the church building. 

As the story continues, the predecessors of this community built a 

new church 1872 and, if I understand correctly, all your ancestors  

celebrated the Novena to Saint Anne and the celebration of her July 26th 

feast day every year since. During that feast day, St. Anne’s relics would 

be exposed and processed, one of the relics since then being stolen (the 

other relic is now in safekeeping at our local bank). During this novena 

and procession, faithful from around the area would travel by train or 
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whatever means they could to venerate the Relic and the miraculous 

healings that would take place. 

According to Brettell, the wheelchair in the back of our church has a 

wonderful history attached to it. As she writes, a twenty-two-year-old 

named Matilda Cunnea (d. 1955) arrived from Calumet City as one of 

the thousands of pilgrims who travelled to this parish in 1904 to 

venerate that Relic. Depending on whether the train system would go 

bad, there would be less people; when the train system was in full 

operation, sometimes there would be more people that travelled for this 

nine-day prayer. 

This is a how Caroline Brettell describes the story of Matilda’s 

miraculous healing... 

 
A headline of The Kankakee Journal on Wednesday, July 24 of that year 
(1904) reads, “A Miracle at St. Anne.” The story that follows tells of a 
twenty-two-year-old woman from Calumet, Illinois named Matilda 
Cunnea, whose legs had been paralyzed for two years. Having 
arrived in St. Anne at the beginning of the novena, she assisted in the 
daily prayers. On the evening of July 24, two days prior to the 
culmination of the feast, she reportedly turned to a nun and said, 
“Sister, I feel that I am cured; that I can walk. Assist me, please, to my 
feet.” She rose and began to walk. The story continues: “The father, 
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President of Calumet National Bank, who had bid his daughter 
goodbye to take the train back to Chicago was recalled and 
overcome. No cure for her previously had been effected, despite all 
that medical science can do.” That this became the signal miracle of 
the shrine of St. Anne, Illinois is evidenced by the fact that Cunnea’s 
wheelchair is kept to this day in a side chapel of the church as a 
reminder of the event. The site had acquired the “spiritual 
magnetism” necessary to sustain a pilgrimage center. (p. 198) 
 
Un titular del Kankakee Journal el miércoles 24 de julio de ese año 
(1904) dice: “Un milagro en St. Anne”. La historia que sigue habla de 
una mujer de Calumet, Illinois, de veintidós años, llamada Matilda 
Cunnea, cuyas piernas habían estado paralizadas durante dos años. 
Al llegar a Santa Ana a principios de la novena, ella asistió en las 
oraciones diarias. En la noche del 24 de julio, dos días antes de la 
culminación de la fiesta, según los informes, se volvió hacia una 
monja y dijo: “Hermana, siento que estoy curada; que puedo caminar 
Ayúdame, por favor, a mis pies. Se levantó y comenzó a caminar. La 
historia continúa: “El padre, presidente del Banco Nacional de 
Calumet, que le había dicho adiós a su hija para que tomara el tren de 
regreso a Chicago fue llamado y vencido. No se había efectuado 
ninguna cura para ella anteriormente, a pesar de todo lo que la 
ciencia médica puede hacer “. Que esto se convirtió en el milagro de 
la señal del santuario de St. Anne, Illinois, se evidencia por el hecho 
de que la silla de ruedas de Cunnea se mantiene hasta el día de hoy 
en una capilla lateral de la iglesia como recordatorio del evento. El 
sitio había adquirido el “magnetismo espiritual” necesario para 
sostener un centro de peregrinación. (pág. 198) 
 

The reason I bring this up is because, according to Brettell’s rendition 

of what happened, thousands of people from the early 1900s used to 
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come to this little city to venerate that relic because of its miraculous 

healings; as years passed on, the story was forgotten and the numbers 

decreased significantly since then. In the past, the priests of St. Anne’s 

used to celebrate masses on the feast day on the hour every hour from 

8:00 until the last Mass of the afternoon, which concluded with the 

Anointing of the Sick. As the numbers dwindled, some years Fr. Fanale 

reported that only a thousand people would attend the feast day 

Masses; some years there would only be a few hundred, as was the case 

this year. 

At our parish council meeting last week, the members had lamented 

that this year, the twenty-sixth of July falls on a Sunday, right in the heat 

of the summer. The question the parish council members posed was 

whether anyone would show up for the event? At least from my 

experience, I have found that with a growing Hispanic community in 

this area, perhaps with a good education of what the grandmother of 

our Lord can offer to the faith, they might attend this special day. 
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As a response, a few individuals have replied that Hispanics are not 

going to care about Saint Anne; they are not going to care about the 

miraculous healings. To me, if you share the power of story and 

miraculous healings who want to be invested in the faith, they will come 

for the feast of Guadalupe and they certainly will come to honor her 

mother. If we can invite a forty-horse procession to the St. Anne Feast 

Day as we did for the Novena, what a spectacle that day would be! 

For those of us invested in the faith, we must keep embracing the 

signs, the symbols, the rituals, the traditions, the stories of the saints and 

of these Holy people that have gone before us to remind ourselves of 

why we are here. The problem is, as always, that we forget; we get 

caught up with the way of the secular and the way of the negative 

sometimes instead of the way of the faith and that which is positive and 

holy in life. Through the life of faith and the example of those saints who 

have gone before us, we are able to encounter the presence of the divine 

within them and us, the path that directs us to heaven. 
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In our first reading today from Isaiah we are reading the second 

major part of the book, from chapters 40 to 55. We know in this story 

that Chosen People have been disobedient to God and, as a result, God 

has exiled them from the Holy Land to the city of Babylon (current day 

Baghdad, Iraq). For the next fifty years, these so-called followers of God 

were exiled to Babylon because of their disobedience. In Isaiah today, 

God called a new prophet to come forward, to make the people change 

their ways and guide the people back to their Holy Land so that they 

can start over and persevere once again. 

Concerning our second reading… whenever we celebrate a new 

liturgical year and a new season of ordinary time, we utilize a new 

“cycle” of readings that correspond to three specific gospels – Cycle A 

usually is associated with Matthew’s Gospel (as it is this year… except 

for today), Cycle B is associated with Mark’s gospel and Cycle C usually 

is associated with the gospel of Luke (John is interspersed every 

liturgical year, especially during the Season of Easter). 
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In each year we start Ordinary Time with a new cycle, the second 

reading is taken always  from the first letter of Saint Paul to the 

Corinthians. In that particular letter, Corinth is a coastal city on the 

Mediterranean sea where Paul went and taught the Gentiles about how 

to follow the “way” of Christ. He taught them well, but every time he 

left the region, the people in Corinth would go back to their old ways. 

Paul especially taught them about the sacred meal that we are about to 

receive. Yet, when he left Corinth, the people who received God’s 

message through him treated this meal in an extremely sacrilegious 

way, in a really unspiritual way. 1 Corinthians is Paul’s way of telling 

the people that they had to get back on track; they had to realize what 

this meal was/is about and that the body of Christ truly was and is 

present among them. 

In our gospel reading today, St. John the Baptist prophesizes about 

this lamb of God, this great prophet who will take away the sins of the 

world. We are taught that this prophet will guide us and restore 

Jerusalem – not the land over in Israel, but to a different type of 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 11 
2nd Sunday OT – A January 18-19, 2020 

Jerusalem, the one in heaven where there will be no more suffering, no 

more tears and no more sadness. Of course, the problem in today’s age 

is that we forget what has been said two thousand years ago, we forget 

what is preached at Mass, sometimes folks do not attend Mass at all, 

and, as a result, we forget that story which leads us to heaven. 

Because we forget, we abandon the world of salvation in favor of a 

secular world, a world exclusively invested in the profane. We forget 

what our purposes in life – to love our God and to love our neighbor.  

Every so often we have to go back and think of the stories about what 

the Lord did for our lives, the inspiration St. Anne offered to the sick 

and to what Matilda did for this parish and the response of faith that 

grew from that miracle. If we choose not to forget and keep reminding 

ourselves of why we are here and what God is asking us to do, we can 

pave the way for the next generation through our time, talent and 

financial resources invested in our Church community. Whatever we 

do, whatever it might be, we are called to pray for others, to serve 

others, to support and sacrifice for others and to set the example of faith 
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for others. We remind ourselves to let God work through us so that we 

can be models of the faith like those who have gone before us, which is 

why it is important to remind ourselves why that wheelchair is located 

in the back of St. Anne’s Church and why that stained-glass window 

depicting St. Anne and our Blessed Mother has been dedicated to this 

Church. 

Let us never forget our purpose. Let us always go back and read 

those stories to remind ourselves of what this liturgy is all about. Let us 

embrace this message of hope and never forget to learn this message 

well and teach it well to the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 

 
 

Following Fr. Chiniquy: Immigration, 
Religious Schism and Social Change by 
Caroline Brettell 
 
Winner, ISHS Certificate of Excellence, 2016 
 
A headline of The Kankakee Journal on 
Wednesday, July 24 of that year (1904) 
reads, “A Miracle at St. Anne.” The story 
that follows tells of a twenty-two-year-old 
woman from Calumet, Illinois named 
Matilda Cunnea, whose legs had been 
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paralyzed for two years. Having arrived in St. Anne at the beginning of 
the novena, she assisted in the daily prayers. On the evening of July 24, 
two days prior to the culmination of the feast, she reportedly turned to a 
nun and said, “Sister, I feel that I am cured; that I can walk. Assist me, 
please, to my feet.” She rose and began to walk. The story continues: 
“The father, President of Calumet National Bank, who had bid his 
daughter goodbye to take the train back to Chicago was recalled and 
overcome. No cure for her previously had been effected, despite all that 
medical science can do.” That this became the signal miracle of the 
shrine of St. Anne, Illinois is evidenced by the fact that Cunnea’s 
wheelchair is kept to this day in a side chapel of the church as a 
reminder of the event. The site had acquired the “spiritual magnetism” 
necessary to sustain a pilgrimage center. (p. 198) 
 
Un titular del Kankakee Journal el miércoles 24 de julio de ese año (1904) 
dice: “Un milagro en St. Anne”. La historia que sigue habla de una 
mujer de Calumet, Illinois, de veintidós años, llamada Matilda Cunnea, 
cuyas piernas habían estado paralizadas durante dos años. Al llegar a 
Santa Ana a principios de la novena, ella asistió en las oraciones diarias. 
En la noche del 24 de julio, dos días antes de la culminación de la fiesta, 
según los informes, se volvió hacia una monja y dijo: “Hermana, siento 
que estoy curada; que puedo caminar Ayúdame, por favor, a mis pies. 
Se levantó y comenzó a caminar. La historia continúa: “El padre, 
presidente del Banco Nacional de Calumet, que le había dicho adiós a su 
hija para que tomara el tren de regreso a Chicago fue llamado y vencido. 
No se había efectuado ninguna cura para ella anteriormente, a pesar de 
todo lo que la ciencia médica puede hacer “. Que esto se convirtió en el 
milagro de la señal del santuario de St. Anne, Illinois, se evidencia por el 
hecho de que la silla de ruedas de Cunnea se mantiene hasta el día de 
hoy en una capilla lateral de la iglesia como recordatorio del evento. El 
sitio había adquirido el “magnetismo espiritual” necesario para sostener 
un centro de peregrinación. (pág. 198) 
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Following Fr. Chiniquy: Immigration, 
Religious Schism and Social Change by 
Caroline Brettell 
 
Winner, ISHS Certificate of Excellence, 2016 
 
In the late 1850s and early 1860s, the attention 
of the Catholic and Protestant religious 
communities around the world focused on a 
few small settlements of French-Canadian 
immigrants in northeastern Illinois. Soon after 
arriving in their new home, a large number of 
these immigrants, led by Father Charles 
Chiniquy, the charismatic Catholic priest who 
had brought them there, converted to 
Protestantism. In this anthropological history, 

Caroline B. Brettell explores how Father Chiniquy took on both the sacred and 
the secular authority of the Catholic Church to engineer the religious schism 
and how the legacy of this rift affected the lives of the immigrants and their 
descendants for generations. This intriguing study of a nineteenth-century 
migration of French Canadians to the American Midwest offers an innovative 
perspective on the immigrant experience in America. 
 
Brettell chronicles how Chiniquy came to lead approximately one thousand 
French Canadian families to St. Anne, Illinois, in the early 1850s and how his 
conflict with the Catholic hierarchy over the ownership and administration of 
church property, delivery of the mass in French instead of Latin, and access to 
the Bible by laymen led to his excommunication. Drawing on the concept of 
social drama—a situation of intensely lived conflict that emerges within social 
groups—Brettell explains the religious schism in terms of larger ethnic and 
religious disagreements that were happening elsewhere in the United States and 
in Canada. Brettell also explores legal disputes, analyzes the reemergence of 
Catholicism in St. Anne in the first decade of the twentieth century, addresses 
the legacy of Chiniquy in both the United States and Quebec, and closely 
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examines the French-Canadian immigrant communities, focusing on the 
differences between the people who converted to Protestantism and those who 
remained Catholic. 
 
Occurring when nativism was pervasive and the anti-immigrant Know-
Nothing Party was at its height, Chiniquy’s religious schism offers an 
opportunity to examine a range of important historical and anthropological 
issues, including immigration, ethnicity, and religion; changes in household 
and family structure; the ways social identities are constructed and 
reconstructed through time; and the significance of charismatic leadership in 
processes of social and religious change. Through its multidisciplinary 
approach, Brettell’s enlightening study provides a pioneering assessment of 
larger national tensions and social processes, some of which are still evident in 
modern immigration to the United States. 
 
A headline of The Kankakee Journal on Wednesday, July 24 of that year 
(1904) reads, “A Miracle at St. Anne.” The story that follows tells of a 
twenty-two-year-old woman from Calumet, Illinois named Matilda 
Cunnea, whose legs had been paralyzed for two years. Having arrived 
in St. Anne at the beginning of the novena, she assisted in the daily 
prayers. On the evening of July 24, two days prior to the culmination of 
the feast, she reportedly turned to a nun and said, “Sister, I feel that I am 
cured; that I can walk. Assist me, please, to my feet.” She rose and began 
to walk. The story continues: “The father, President of Calumet National 
Bank, who had bid his daughter goodbye to take the train back to 
Chicago was recalled and overcome. No cure for her previously had 
been effected, despite all that medical science can do.” That this became 
the signal miracle of the shrine of St. Anne, Illinois is evidenced by the 
fact that Cunnea’s wheelchair is kept to this day in a side chapel of the 
church as a reminder of the event. The site had acquired the “spiritual 
magnetism” necessary to sustain a pilgrimage center. (p. 198) 
 
Un titular del Kankakee Journal el miércoles 24 de julio de ese año (1904) 
dice: “Un milagro en St. Anne”. La historia que sigue habla de una 
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mujer de Calumet, Illinois, de veintidós años, llamada Matilda Cunnea, 
cuyas piernas habían estado paralizadas durante dos años. Al llegar a 
Santa Ana a principios de la novena, ella asistió en las oraciones diarias. 
En la noche del 24 de julio, dos días antes de la culminación de la fiesta, 
según los informes, se volvió hacia una monja y dijo: “Hermana, siento 
que estoy curada; que puedo caminar Ayúdame, por favor, a mis pies. 
Se levantó y comenzó a caminar. La historia continúa: “El padre, 
presidente del Banco Nacional de Calumet, que le había dicho adiós a su 
hija para que tomara el tren de regreso a Chicago fue llamado y vencido. 
No se había efectuado ninguna cura para ella anteriormente, a pesar de 
todo lo que la ciencia médica puede hacer “. Que esto se convirtió en el 
milagro de la señal del santuario de St. Anne, Illinois, se evidencia por el 
hecho de que la silla de ruedas de Cunnea se mantiene hasta el día de 
hoy en una capilla lateral de la iglesia como recordatorio del evento. El 
sitio había adquirido el “magnetismo espiritual” necesario para sostener 
un centro de peregrinación. (pág. 198) 


