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Last week, I received a message from the leadership of the University 

of St. Francis. I guess the leadership wanted me to be interviewed by 

one of the students at the university to ask the basic question, “What has 

happened to the faith life in the Catholic Church?” When the new 

bishop of the Joliet Diocese was installed a year ago around this time, 

there was a survey that was sent out to all of us priests, asking us about 

the morale that exists (or does not) in the Joliet diocese. One year later, 

the bishop’s office has decided that they wanted to hold an audit of the 

chancery office and they want to interview the priests of the diocese 

concerning the manner in which the Chancery conducts itself.  

I have to be honest with you – around this time last year, because of 

something that happened to me around this time that I discussed with 

you during my homily on the 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, I ended up 
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writing a book about my first twenty-five years in the priesthood. The 

book is 570 pages and 28 chapters long.  

The book is unpublishable because the experiences I have 

encountered in my priesthood are not exactly the kind of things that the 

faithful need or want to hear. When you choose to live the gospel 

message and do things that are unpopular but necessary for the 

protection of the most vulnerable in society, you often do not make 

friends – the Lukan beatitudes encourage those who are unhappy, 

hungry, sad and unloved to do what God directs us to do rather than 

allowing society to mold and form our culture. 

That being said. I also know that practically every one of my 

evaluations that I have offered in confidence on the diocesan level have 

been leaked. I remember one specific instance during a diocesan cluster 

meeting where a priest reported that the evaluations he read were except 

the one that was probably written by Pete Jankowski – this is what he 

said. Eventually you realize that once evaluations are being leaked, 

what is exactly confidential in what we are being asked to say on a 
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diocesan level (of course, once a bishop leaks one of your confessions, I 

guess all bets are off the table). 

This morning, as I was preparing for the Online Mass where I was 

preaching this homily, I was reflecting on the readings for the day of the 

morning Mass I celebrated. The reading from the day was from St. 

Paul’s letter to Timothy and Jesus’s admonition concerning good 

shepherds and bad shepherds. I was thinking to myself that St. Paul was 

rather harsh on the people he served and to whom he ministered, 

because these same people abandoned the ways of faith that Paul taught 

them. 

In the first letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul had to reinstruct the 

people about the importance of this liturgy, because what they were 

doing with the liturgy they were taught are not things we should be 

discussing at a Sunday Mass. In the letter to the Galatians, St. Paul 

chides the so-called faithful of Derbe, Iconium and Lystra; St. Paul goes 

as far as to call the people who defiled the ways of faith as “stupid” and 

“bewitched,” terms we should not be using in civil discourse, either! 
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In that morning liturgy, Jesus warned his followers about false 

prophets, about false teachers, about people who did not follow the laws 

or commandments. On this particular Sunday, we have similar lessons 

on which to reflect – we learn about following the teachings of wisdom 

rather than those of our secular population, many of whom come 

forward to receive communion while publicly living in a state of mortal 

sin. 

Today’s first reading from Wisdom is part of a section from the Old 

Testament we reference as “Wisdom Literature.” We are told that 

Wisdom Literature is made up of the books Job, the Psalms, the book of 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of Songs. We learn that two deutero-

canonical books are included in this list – the book of Wisdom and the 

book of Sirach.  

We learn from this set of books is that this gift of “wisdom” is the 

greatest of the gifts we have, far better than the vices of life that lead the 

so-called believer down the path to destruction. King Solomon 

understood the gift of wisdom, as is described in the First Book of Kings. 
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When our Lord asked Solomon of what gift he wished to possess, 

Solomon did not choose the secular desires of fame, fortune, happiness, 

not power. For him, Wisdom was the gift he received and used well, 

until he chose to marry hundreds of wives were all worshiping pagan 

gods. By doing so, God punished Solomon by splitting the kingdom 

after his death and, as we read in 1 & 2 Kings, the Promised Land began 

to fall apart as a result of Solomon’s disobedience and the disobedience 

of his progeny. 

As a Catholic priest, as a Catholic, as a baptized Christian, I have 

come to realize that the key to life is not to climb the ladder of Holy 

Orders. I have learned that the gift I need to reach heaven does not 

contain riches, fame or glory, because in a very short while, both me and 

all of you are going to die. At that time, we will be called to answer God 

for the way we conduct ourselves on earth. 

I have learned in my studies how our society and our government 

wants to form us and mold us into what they want. When we die, 

though, who will care about the government or society when we stand 
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before God and God asks us a simple question – “Did you filter 

everything through Christian charity, where the other person’s life was 

more important than your own? Did you protect my children? Did you 

protect those in the womb? Did you make sure that you safeguarded 

those children in our parish communities? Did you safeguard the 

vulnerable, the orphan, the widow, the person that was castigated by 

others in society? What did you or I do to live like Christ?” 

To me, that first letter of St. Paul to Timothy is part of the pastoral 

letters where St. Paul admonishes people like me on the manner in 

which we live. Am I being a good priest? Am I being a good cleric? Am I 

doing what is necessary for the salvation of souls? Because in the end, 

because I’m in this position of leadership, knowing that I have fallen so 

many times, I have an awesome responsibility that God has given me as 

does a parent or secular leader or as a worker in the vineyard. To my 

way of reflection, God is going to hold us accountable to the way we 

live, so we need to embrace the gifts God wishes us to have rather than 

the desires of our society. God seeks mercy, sacrifice and suffering… 
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God desires faith, hope and love… God desires wisdom over fame and 

fortune. 

If we do not think the commandments are important, if we do not 

think that the precepts are important as leaders in this community, if we 

are not following what Christ tells us to do, then we are doomed. Christ 

suffered for us; Christ died for us and we are called to live like Christ by 

making this sacrifice for each other. In the history of the Church, we 

have learned that the Church has grown and prospered when sacrifice 

and suffering are the foundations concerning how we live; the other 

way has shown to become a path to destruction, which is very evident 

in the trials that the Church has had to overcome in the present age. 

How do we answer the question, “What has happened to the faith 

life in the Catholic Church?” The answer is that  Christ suffered for us 

and died for us; if we suffer and die for each other, then the faith life 

will remain strong; if the faith is about personal fame and advancement 

over the sacrifice for the sake of the other in Christ’s name, then people 

will lose faith in us. Until we devote ourselves to sacrifice for the sake of 
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another person, for the sake of those we are entrusted to serve, 

including the children in the womb, the kids that our households, the 

kids in our communities, the people on the street then the faith will 

become weakened in the Church. 

I was thinking that in these border town parishes I currently serve, 

for a community that did not have a whole lot of folks getting baptized, 

all of a sudden I celebrated five baptisms last weekend, five baptisms 

the weekend before and a bunch of baptisms these upcoming weeks. It 

seems that every weekend, baptism, weddings, quinceañeras and 

funerals are taking place at our parishes, supported by a community 

that has demonstrated and lived this faith. As a result, the faith has 

grown in this part of Kankakee County… and we are blessed all the 

more for this faith.  

In the border town life of faith, what we do starts with me. St. Paul 

would tell us this is the pastoral letters – we leaders are commissioned 

to keep the commandments, keep the precepts, but filter them through 

Christian love. As a leader of this community, I am obligated to filter 
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these teachings through Christian love. If not, then the world becomes 

chaos – we can use God’s name in vain, we do not respect parents or 

clergy, we can kill, commit adultery, lie, steal and covet. If we treat the 

commandments as suggestions rather than absolutes, then we all are 

lost and we return to St. Paul’s admonitions against the way we choose 

to live life rather than the way God has molded us to live.  

How do we embrace the life of faith? We come here today to ask God 

for the resolve and the strength to do right by the gospel message do 

right by Christ to live this life filtering with a disposition that is based 

on Christ’s love. The faith life is as simple as that. Let us be true to the 

faith by adhering to what God teaches us to do, to become strong 

leaders of the faith and to share that faith correctly with the people that 

we meet. This is our prayer. 


