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Sir 27: 30 - 28:7 
Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 
Rom 14: 7-9 
Mt 18: 21-35 

 
 
 
My Curriculum Vitae… not only am I serving here at Saint Anne’s and 

St. Patrick’s but I also teach some classes over at the University of the St. 

Francis in Joliet, IL. When I received my licentiate in sacred theology 

over at the University of St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein, 

the folks at the University of St. Francis asked me to teach courses as an 

adjunct professor. This semester, I am teaching a course on The Theology 

of Death and Dying, an Introduction to the Old Testament course and an 

Introduction to Theology course to a group of nursing students. 

In addition to that, I also serve as a chaplain over at the Jerome Combs 

Detention Center in Kankakee for undocumented immigrants that are 

sent back to their home countries. In that role, I try to console families 

who deal with a great loss in their lives. You know, there are all kinds of 

different losses in life – having someone leave the country as part of 

your family certainly is a loss, and regardless of how one feels about the 
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immigration issue, we also need to take in consideration the children 

and family of those whose loved ones are no longer with them. 

At one point in my priesthood, I also served as a chaplain at Stateville 

Penitentiary in Crest Hill, Illinois, for those who have committed major 

crimes in the state. During that time, I used to travel to this maximum-

security prison on Thursdays to celebrate Mass and to spend time with 

the inmates. 

At Stateville, I have celebrated baptisms and confirmations and we 

have led RCIA classes. In trying to provide normalcy in a very difficult 

situation, we clerics have done what we could to help out the inmates. 

We are commanded to serve this way because in doing so, we are 

following the 25th Chapter of Matthew’s gospel, which reads… 

 
Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed 
me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, IN PRISON 

AND YOU VISITED ME.’ 
 
Then the righteous* will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did 
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we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
WHEN DID WE SEE YOU ILL OR IN PRISON, AND VISIT YOU?’ 
 
And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever 
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me. (Mt 
25: 34-40) 
 
 

All I try to do is live out God’s calling based on the talents I have been 

given.  

One time at the prison, a chaplain and deacon of the Catholic Church 

named Bob Duncan (who is a great guy but shame on him!!! for what he 

did to me!!!) , was taking the day off at St. Ann’s Church in Channahon 

to visit with the inmates at Stateville on the day I was to celebrate Mass. 

Deacon Bob was and is very dedicated to working over at Stateville. On 

this one occasion, she said to the inmates that came for the liturgy, “You 

know what would be good for all of you? I bet you would feel all much 

better if you went to confession prior to the Mass.” 

Now that sounds like a good idea at first but, mind you, this means I 

was about to hear confessions at Stateville, the maximum-security 

prison for the most hardened of criminals. I love hearing confessions 
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because in the sacrament of confession, it is an opportunity to tell people 

that they are loved and that they are forgiven. After leaving confession, 

a contrite sinner comes out with a clean slate with God and the 

community. At the end of the confession through the priest, God and 

the community offer absolution and a great sense of relief for those who 

confess their sins. That said, with twenty inmates attending Mass and 

having me listen to their sins as the priest… without revealing anything 

about what was heard, I do not think you could imagine me hearing 

stories about raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens over at 

Stateville penitentiary.  

As I was hearing one confession after another with these people who 

have been convicted of what would be hardened crimes, I reflected on 

the following: if we are offering forgiveness to people whom we 

consider having the greatest of crimes in the state, hopefully God might 

have a little compassion on me for the crimes against the gospel that I 

have committed. Lord knows I have committed crimes against the 

gospel, maybe smaller ones, maybe larger ones. I keep reminding myself 
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that outside of Jesus and his mother in the New Testament, every single 

one of us, including the apostles, including the bishops and priests and 

deacons and the religious, including all of us!!!  –  each of us are in need 

of God’s grace and God’s mercy. 

In the present times, every two weeks I hear confessions for the Poor 

Clare Sisters at the Annunciation Monastery, seven holy nuns who 

follow the charism of St. Clare of Assisi and the vows of poverty, 

chastity, obedience, silence, and cloister. The sisters live on a thirty-acre 

complex and, as a general rule, they are confined to live on those thirty 

acres. 

Every two weeks, I travel to the convent and hear their confessions. 

Without revealing their confessions, you might imagine that the sins of 

cloistered sisters might be a little different than the criminals at 

Stateville. I laugh when people say to me, “Father, why does it take you 

an hour, an hour and a half to hear seven confessions of cloistered 

sisters?” To them, I jokingly respond, “When you take the vow of silence 

and the only time you get to talk is in the confessional, you end up 
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finding out that the sisters are not as silent as they appear to be!” For the 

sisters, confession is an opportunity to talk to the priest and work 

through whatever issues of the faith they might encounter on any given 

day. 

I have come to find out that from sisters to convicts, whatever the sin 

might be from the lightest to the gravest, God has afforded me the 

opportunity to provide grace to those who seek God’s mercy. I remind 

myself that by allowing God to work through me in saving them, maybe 

God will have a little compassion in saving me as well. Hopefully that 

seventy-seven times applies as much for me as it does for others. 

In light of last week’s homily, I do want to make a distinction though, 

between forgiving sins and enabling them. When Jesus welcomes us to 

what is often called “The Table Fellowship of Sinners,” when Jesus 

offers hope for the woman caught in adultery, when Jesus dines at the 

table of the sinner Zacchaeus, mind you, Jesus does not encourage them 

or us to continue our onslaught of sin. did not say to the woman, Kate 

committing adultery. Jesus does not enable sin; he forgives the contrite 
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person of sin with the admonition, “Go and sin no more” (John 8: 11). 

What Jesus seeks from us sinners is that we confess our sins, receive 

penance and strive to live like him. 

In that light, of course we want to forgive a person who comes 

forward to say, I am sorry for the greatest of sins, whether it be child 

abuse, adultery, murder, or whatever it might be. If somebody comes 

forward and says, “I truly am sorry for my sins,” we have an obligation 

to forgive them. According to the gospel, we also have an obligation to 

make sure that we safeguard the protection of those around us and do 

everything possible. For this reason, a penal system is put in place for 

the protection of both the perpetrator of grave sins and society itself. 

As much as we have to forgive sins, we also have to do everything 

possible to protect others, which was the theme of last week’s homily. In 

that homily when I talked about priest predators wandering silently 

through the diocese, if they have asked for forgiveness, we are obligated 

to give it to them, but we cannot put them back in the same situation to 

let them sin again. We are obligated by the gospel to do what is 
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necessary to protect our children, to protect our vulnerable, to protect 

everybody. If we put people back into a situation where they are going 

to sin again, then we are an accessory to their sin. We must take into 

consideration Jesus’ admonition on the cross for those who killed him - 

"Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” (Lk 23: 34);  

to “bear wrongs patiently” is a spiritual work of mercy; to enable 

wrongs so others can be hurt is a grave sin. 

When I teach at The University of St. Francis,  I am often encouraged to 

incorporate Franciscan in the courses I lead. Towards that goal, every 

class I teach begins with a prayer attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. I tell 

the students at the university (whether they are Jewish, Christian, 

Muslim or a follower of Eastern religions… or nothing at all!) that this 

prayer is not just important for the life of a good Franciscan or Catholic 

– the prayer is just good common sense. I would like to conclude my 

homily with this prayer… 

PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS 
 
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
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where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O divine master, 
grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 
 
This is our prayer. 


