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Gen 18: 20-32 
Ps 138: 1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 
Col 2: 12-14 
Lk 11: 1-13

 
 
 

Our Father: Pope Francis approves changes to words of Lord’s 
Prayer, reports say 
 
Ryan W. Miller, USA TODAYPublished 1:07 p.m. ET June 6, 2019 | 
Updated 2:45 p.m. ET June 6, 2019 
 
Get ready for a few stumbles at Christmas Mass during the Our 
Father. 
 
Pope Francis reportedly approved changes to the wording of the 
Lord’s Prayer, also known as the Our Father. 
 
Instead of saying, “Lead us not into temptation,” Catholics will say, 
“Do not let us fall into temptation,” The Guardian and Fox News 
reported. 
 
The pope said he thought the English translation of the prayer was 
not correct. 
 
“It is not a good translation because it speaks of a God who induces 
temptation,” he told Italy’s TV2000 channel in 2017, per The 
Guardian. “I am the one who falls. It’s not him pushing me into 
temptation to then see how I have fallen. 
 
 “A father doesn’t do that; a father helps you to get up immediately. 
It’s Satan who leads us into temptation, that’s his department.” 
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The Lord’s Prayer comes from the Gospels in which Jesus taught his 
disciples the prayer. It is among the most sacred prayers in both 
Catholicism and Christianity overall, though there are other 
translations across denominations. 
 
Francis also reportedly approved changes to The Gloria from “peace 
on Earth to people of good will” to “peace on Earth to people beloved 
by God.” 
 
The changes were approved May 22 during the General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Conference of Italy by President Cardinal Gualtiero 
Bassetti, Catholic blog uCatholic.com reported. 
 
The changes will be printed in the coming months, according to the 
blog. 
 
 
 

 
* [11:1–4] The Matthean form of the “Our Father” occurs in the “Sermon 
on the Mount” (Mt 6:9–15); the shorter Lucan version is presented while 
Jesus is at prayer (see note on Lk 3:21) and his disciples ask him to teach 
them to pray just as John taught his disciples to pray. In answer to their 
question, Jesus presents them with an example of a Christian communal 
prayer that stresses the fatherhood of God and acknowledges him as the 
one to whom the Christian disciple owes daily sustenance (Lk 11:3), 
forgiveness (Lk 11:4), and deliverance from the final trial (Lk 11:4). See 
also notes on Mt 6:9–13. 
* [11:2] Your kingdom come: in place of this petition, some early church 
Fathers record: “May your holy Spirit come upon us and cleanse us,” a 
petition that may reflect the use of the “Our Father” in a baptismal 
liturgy. 
* [11:3–4] Daily bread: see note on Mt 6:11. The final test: see note on Mt 
6:13. 
* [11:13] The holy Spirit: this is a Lucan editorial alteration of a 
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traditional saying of Jesus (see Mt 7:11). Luke presents the gift of the 
holy Spirit as the response of the Father to the prayer of the Christian 
disciple. 


