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1 Kgs 3: 5, 7-12 
Ps 19: 57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130 
Rom 8: 28-30 
Mt 13: 44-52 

 
 
 

Last year was my first opportunity to celebrate this special Feast Day 

of St. Anne with the good people at this parish Anne. Hundreds of folks 

from around the area came to celebrate this Mass together last year and 

process and venerate that relic. After the procession, we offered a nice 

lunch, presented concerts with wonderful music, while folks inside and 

outside the church recited religious prayers while vendors sold their 

wares on the property.  

Obviously this year, we are going to have so few people here. Last 

year, we were blessed because so many folks from Our Lady of Peace 

Church and St. Joachim Parish in Chicago brought their hundreds of 

faithful who used to come on the trains, cars or even carriages to 

venerate the Relic and tell stories about those like Matilda Cunnea and 

others who were healed from their veneration of the Relic. Their 
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example of faith continues to  remind me that we have an obligation to 

keep celebrating St. Anne’s Day and remind ourselves of what this Relic 

has been able to accomplish, what this saintly grandmother of our Lord 

has been able to accomplish. As I have stated over the last nine days, 

without the grandmother, we do not have the mother; without the 

mother, we do not have the savior of the world. Without the savior of 

the world, we are lost. 

For that reason alone, these type of Novena services are so important 

to us to remind us, to keep telling us about the stories of these saints and 

how their example of faith are so important. Alas, I came to find out this 

year that the good folks of Our Lady of Peace Church in Chicago will 

not be attending this celebration because their church has been closed. 

The good folks of St. Joachim Church (as of last year, the only church in 

Illinois dedicated to Jesus’ grandfather) has been closed as well. Because 

of various reasons, those parishes that once were populated by faithful 

Chicagoans have now been closed because of the declining attendance at 

Mass. The decline is very much our fault as clerics – we have not set a 
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good example of faith to inspire others to follow Christ. We clerics need 

to learn and follow the lessons of the saints as much as we need you to 

be inspired of their example as well. For that reason, I truly am sorry on 

my part for any shortcomings I might offer in my ministry – I would 

hope that other clerics in the faith might express that sentiment as well 

so that all of us might change to be more like Christ. 

That said, I cannot hope but think how important many faithful 

people in my life and this community have modeled this faith in a 

similar way that Ss. Joachim and Anne have done for us. Last year when 

I celebrated this service, Fr. Jim Fanale had asked me to lead this service 

and preach. As he concluded his time at St. Anne’s last year, Fr. Jim had 

served this parish for over twenty-two years and was celebrating his 50th 

Anniversary as a priest. As I was told, Fr. Jim came to this parish kicking 

and screaming because he was living a rather content life as a teacher in 

Kankakee when his predecessor was riding his bike one day, was 

accidentally hit by a car and subsequently died. Because the Victorians 

could not find a priest to cover this parish, they had asked Fr. Jim to 
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serve the community, something at first our good father begrudgingly 

did. 

As time passed, Fr. Jim truly embraced the spirit of this parish. Fr. 

Jim really came to love this community and, after his term at the parish, 

chose to live with us, a mile away from this campus in a small 

farmhouse. Fr. Jim has been such a blessing for so many in this 

community and has been so kind to me and those in this St. Anne 

community. There has been a great wisdom that he has offered to me 

and you and whenever we have celebrated funerals or special services, 

he just wants to be present with the folks and tell them how much he 

loves them. Fr. Jim does not seek all the bells and whistles of life; he is 

not looking for great accolades as a priest. Fr. Jim just wants those in this 

area to know that as a Christian and as a priest, he continues to care for 

the people of this community. This is a great role model for me as a 

great sign of humility that I hope in my life I can continue to follow. 

I also want to thank a gentleman named Shibly Kando from the Holy 

Land for his contributions to this celebration. Last year when I 
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celebrated this mass with all of you, Shibly was kind enough to donate 

hundreds of olive wood rosaries from the Holy Land for the sake of 

those who would attend the service. Honestly, I thought we would have 

enough rosaries left over after our Mass that I could pass out the rest to 

the folks of St. Patrick’s Church in Momence that weekend as well. As it 

turned out, so many people attended this Mass from so many places 

that we ended up running out of rosaries! 

One of the blessings that I learned from Shibly during my time in the 

Holy Land was that about the less than 1% of those who live in Israel are 

Christians (the rest being scared or pushed away from this land of faith). 

Had I not visited the Holy Land, I would never have learned this lesson 

about the land where Jesus once walked. 

As a result, I promised Shibly that every time I prayed with one of 

these olivewood rosaries, that I would say a prayer for those Christians 

who remain in Israel, to dedicate a decade of each rosary to a people 

who chose to remain there and suffer as a result. There is so much 

hostility in that part of the world (in so many parts of the world) and yet 
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Christians who keep the faith choose to persevere despite the difficulties 

attached to living the faith. We learn that in two thousand years after the 

death of our Lord, so many Christians feel oppression because of the 

faith they profess (which seems to be the case in our own country as 

well nowadays). 

I give thanks for my priesthood because of the example of a former 

pastor in my life named Fr. Thomas Kane, who once was tortured as a 

prisoner of war in Korea. The stories I heard about the torture and 

sufferings he endured, both during the war and afterwards, resulted in 

him serving a small parish where I lived in Sandwich, Illinois for some 

eighteen years, a small town  of no greatest esteem (save a nice county 

fair each year). For me, though, this priest that endured such a difficult 

life meant everything to me because, despite his own sufferings, he was 

the one that encouraged me to become a priest. 

I give thanks to my mother, an Italian immigrant from the old 

country, whose thick accent was very hard to decipher at times, but who 

had the greatest of hearts. My mother was very much an advocate for 
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those who are in need; she was determined not to allow others to suffer 

in the same manner that she experienced. My mother’s example helped 

me learn that those who have suffered, those who are in need, need to 

be defended by folks like me, knowing that even through my own 

weakness, I must be strong on their behalf. 

For that reason, we must love those who suffer even more than our 

own lives. I learned from my mother to embrace you, to embrace every 

person that I encounter as sacred, even if others do not; that is what my 

mother taught me, based on her experience of faith. Every time I fail, I 

feel like I failed my mother and that I have failed my God. For this 

reason, I strive to be more like them and be a better person. 

On this feast of St. Anne, I reflect about my own grandmother, about 

whom I preached last year at the St. Anne Mass, a grandmother who 

used to sit in the corner of the house and did not speak a lick of English. 

In last year’s homily, I spoke about how the four words that I use to 

associate with my grandmother were the words “One Life to Live,” a 

soap opera that my grandmother forced me to watch when she was 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 8 
17th Sunday OT – A July 25-26, 2020 

away from the house. With me not being able to speak Italian and her 

not able to speak English, somehow I was able to communicate what 

happened on the soap operas to my grandmother (and as you know 

with soap operas, you can miss a year and not miss anything).  

Nevertheless, here was a woman who very quietly was the 

foundation, the rock and the heart of the Cosenza and Jankowski 

families. My grandmother had this great wisdom, even though. I could 

not understand her at times. I certainly could see what was in her heart, 

though; her love was very clear when she was communicating. 

When my grandmother passed away, she made it clear to me that I 

was to distribute bottles of wine to her family and friends and instruct 

them to take that bottle of wine, open it, share it and the stories of family 

and faith with those around the dinner table. Through that bottle of 

wine, my grandmother wanted those around the dinner table know that 

they were not alone. 

All these examples of faith reflect the sentiment of love expressed in 

the heart of Ss. Joachim & Anne, to honor examples of faith, to honor the 
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those  people with great hearts of wisdom, those of faith who truly 

understood the God that was the most important focus of their lives. If 

we realize that God is important, that family is important, we realize 

that the greatest gift of faith sits right in front of us, every moment we 

pray a rosary or share a meal, either around our dinner tables or, 

infinitely more importantly, around this table of our Lord. 

Yet, we often take that presence of God for granted, which is why so 

many churches are empty in today’s age and the examples of faith are 

fewer and far between. We take our faith lives and our families often for 

granted. We forget that the time we get to spend at home is a time we 

get to spend with God and with each other. Sometimes we forget about 

how important and how blessed we are with our God and the people 

that are around us. 

So today on this last day of the Novena, I once again wear this 

chasuble from Our Lady of Częstochowa, in honor of my Polish family 

who have been very kind and very loving to me throughout my twenty-

four years as a priest, I wanted to end this homily once again, as I did 
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last year with prayer to grandmother’s prayer, to grandparents, what I 

did last year, as I asked them to stand so we can offer them this blessing. 

I certainly want to offer this prayer for all people of faith as well who 

have served as models, from the Shibly Kandos to the Thomas Kanes of 

the world. For me, who likes Solomon wish embrace the gift of wisdom 

more than anything else like we are instructed to do in today’s gospel as 

if our family and faith were treasures or pearls that should be guarded 

and protected at all cost. Let us offer this prayer of faith for all that seek 

to embrace and uphold the love of God in their lives. 

 
THE PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS 
 
Lord God, as Joachim & Anne served as the model of being good 
parents to the Blessed Mother and as holy grandparents to Jesus, we 
ask you to bless these grandparents in our own community. May 
they truly offer their love, their faith and the hope of a bright future 
to those in our community to be good role models in the faith so that 
whatever they do word and in work they always do in the name of 
the Lord through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
This is our prayer. 


