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During my first ten years as a Catholic priest, I used to travel 2-4 

times a month to a city about a half a mile away from where I grew up 

to celebrate the Spanish Masses at St. Mary’s Church in Plano, IL. 

Within our diocese, we do not have enough priests who can celebrate 

the Mass in Spanish, so it is up to us “younger folk” to take on this task, 

at the request of the bishop. And I have to admit, I love celebrating 

Spanish Masses there. The city is right next to my hometown of 

Sandwich, Illinois and I always enjoy spending time touring my old 

stomping grounds. And though my Spanish is “mas o menos” (as they 

say), the Hispanics from the area seem very grateful that I come out do 

the best I can with them in sharing the sacraments with them. 

HOWEVER, there are times that I visit my hometown area where I 

cringe as well. I am 55 years old; I have been a priest for just over 

twenty-five years. And yet, whenever I go back to visit my hometown 
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area, the people that remember me from my youth still see me as the 

same kid from forty years ago. Sometimes when I meet some of the 

“older folk” (as I call them), they greet me by pinching me on the cheek 

and recalling my more mischievous days of youth. “I remember when 

you were young,” they would tell me, “that you used to eat mosquitoes 

on the back porch and how you used to fall asleep in church” (not that 

anyone falls asleep during one of my services). I often think to myself 

that these older folks do not recognize me as Fr. Peter G. Jankowski, 

priest of the Diocese of Joliet, but rather little Pete Jankowski, forever the 

teenager in their minds. 

I guess, though, that we all seek to be home, in some way. Home is a 

place of comfort and rest, a place where you know you are safe and 

secure. In the world in which we live, there is a comfort to returning to 

your roots and reminiscing about your past. In the world of faith, 

though, is that no matter where you are in the world or in whatever 

culture you engage, wherever there is faith, there is God and where 

there is God, there is home. You can go to a Mass in Mexico City with 

the mariachis and the festive Aztec dancing or in the Philippines with 
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their native dress and devout approaches to worship, and no matter 

where you go, the Mass is still celebrated in the same way and the 

people share the same desire to love in God’s name. And where there is 

faith, hope, and love, there is God. 

In our first reading today, the prophet Ezekiel writes about wanting 

to go home. At the time of Ezekiel’s writing, the people of faith in the 

Old Testament times have been exiled from their land of Jerusalem, and 

Ezekiel writes during the middle period of that exile. Unlike Jeremiah, 

who writes at the beginning of the exile period and writes in a very 

harsh manner, Ezekiel writes about the sadness of being from home but 

also writes of the hope of that home’s return. When you have faith in 

God, Ezekiel writes, then the dry bones that lack faith rise again and this 

relationship with God becomes restored. 

In our Gospel reading today, Jesus encounters a similar type of 

sadness. In Mark’s gospel, Jesus returns to his land of youth as a Savior 

intent on offering the love of God to a people in need. And yet, instead 

of recognizing the gift of love that is being offered them, the people 

cannot see past the Jesus in his youth. The people did not see Jesus as a 
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Messiah; they saw Jesus as a son of a carpenter and could not look 

beyond the limitations of the human mind. And thus, because of their 

lack of faith, the people place themselves in a type of exile as well, an 

exile that separates themselves from God’s love. 

The moral of today’s story is that Jesus was rejected by the people of 

his own village, which became a foretaste of the rejection that all of 

humanity that Jesus encountered in Jerusalem, on the cross. Jesus 

instead preaches of the heavenly home that awaits us, the new 

Jerusalem of hope that is afforded to those of Christian faith. The sad 

part is, at times we still have not learned that particular lesson from the 

past and have neither come to his home to give worship nor welcomed 

him into our home in a life of love. This rejection, this dismissal of the 

Lord reflects itself on humanity today every time we make the same 

rejection of someone in our family, someone at the office, someone we 

do not even know, just for the sake of gaining whatever insignificant 

edge there is to gain in life. Today’s gospel is a warning to those who 

cast judgments on others who may very well be the key to opening our 

hearts and allowing our lives to grow. 
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And yet, there is an optimistic message that we can ascertain from 

today’s scripture readings that is offered to us by St. Paul in his Second 

Letter to the Corinthians. In this text, St. Paul reflects on this human 

weakness that becomes the key to our salvation. It is St. Paul who tells 

us that the way we stand up and encounter the weakness in our lives is 

the key to what makes us strong. By realizing we are weak, by realizing 

that our own lives are nothing without our dependence on God, we 

understand the gift that God offers us by taking on our weaknesses on 

that cross and making us clean. Only by accepting the fact that we are 

weak can we understand what God has done for us. Only by embracing 

our weaknesses do we depend on others in the Christian faith who raise 

us up in God’s name and show us how, together as one body, we find 

our strength in God. 

If we want to seek this faith and allow God to welcome us into his 

home, I suppose the best way to do so is to follow the words of St. Paul 

in Second Corinthians today. The key to faith does not rest on 

disrespectful or arrogant behavior – these were the sins that plagued the 

people of the Old Testament and the Gospel in today’s readings. The 
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key to faith, as Paul writes, is through humility, or, as Paul defines it, 

“power made perfect through my weakness.” When we recognize our 

weakness in life, when we accept the fact that we need God for the sake 

of our salvation, then doors open for us and we accept the role of Christ 

in our lives. And when we accept the role of Christ in our lives, then we 

are at home, no matter on what geographic location we happen to be 

standing. 

The gospel tells us today that the Lord offered no miracle because of 

this lack of faith shown by his townsfolk. But in this church, the miracle 

is present because of your faith, the miracle found in the scripture, on 

the altar, in the heart of the priest and in your hearts. Because of your 

faith, you have found the miracle of the revealed God in our midst. We 

found God’s presence because we realized we were weak and without 

our Lord, we realize that we are nothing. 

It is humbling for me, standing within this wonderful community, to 

see that even in the difficult times we have encountered in life, that all of 

you still have taken time to rest with God and recognize the reason why 

you are celebrating life in the first place. In a sense, you have all “come 
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home” for a moment to give thanks to God for all he has afforded us. It 

is our responsibility, as a people of faith, to make this voyage home to 

our heavenly Jerusalem by the way we live our faith and share this faith 

through our kindness and humility. So let us enjoy our time together. 

Let us give thanks to God for what we have. And let us share this joy 

with the people that we meet. For when we do, we recognize that God is 

home for us; let us share God’s house with each other. This is our 

prayer. 


