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Border Town News & Notes - October 16, 2020 (Group A)

Dear Friends of the Mailing List:

As I preached at the Memorial Mass we offered for Fr. Jim
Fanale on Wednesday night, I could not help but think
about a priest who chose to serve a beautifully tight-knit
community at St. Anne’s for over twenty years. A good
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number of testimonials were offered at the evening Mass
and I certainly have learned about the beauty of the parish
priesthood from that service. A couple folks were quite
emotional discussing the impact that Fr. Jim offered their
lives. I even had a chance to hear about Fr. Jim’s care from
Darlene Peerbollte of Martinton on Thursday, whom Fr. Jim
visited on a frequent basis, even after his retirement (I was
asked to anoint Darlene yesterday, as she is preparing to
join Fr. Jim in the kingdom of heaven).
Office Manager Alicia Parkinson and I had a chance to meet
with Fr. Dan Hall (Viatorian Provincial) yesterday to plan
the funeral services. This is where we stand concerning
what is to take place next week…
Tuesday – October 20, 2020
 Rosary prayed in Church at 2:30 p.m.
 Wake for Fr. Jim in Church from 3:00-6:00 p.m.
 Evening Prayer offered by Fr. John Peeters, CSV at 5:30
p.m.
Wednesday – October 21, 2020
 Funeral Mass celebrated by Provincial Fr. Dan Hall at
11:00 a.m.
 Sandwich Reception to follow in Church Hall
Following Mass
We do not think there will be any COVID restrictions
concerning attendance at the above events. Nevertheless, we
will prepare for an overflow crowd at these events. If you
wish to participate in any of these events or if you wish to
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help with the events taking place, I ask you to contact Alicia
at the parish office at (815) 427-8265. Normally, Alicia works
in the office from Mon-Th (8:00 a.m. until noon).
I was “chided” a bit yesterday from a volunteer who did not
want his services broadcast at the parish for a great deal of
work that has been done on behalf of the border town
parishes; Alicia certainly fits this mold. That said, I pray you
all realize how much Alicia has done for St. Anne’s and
certainly for Fr. Jim. She (and a bunch of others) has served
as Fr. Jim’s “cheerleaders” in the best of ways. I am very
grateful for everything Alicia and the folks of St. Anne’s
have done on Fr. Jim’s behalf… and for the parish as well.
We are in the middle of a series of funeral services/ burials
in the border town area, including…
 The funeral for Cleo Menser will take place at St.
Anne’s on Saturday – October 17th at 10:00 a.m.
 The funeral for Lois Jean Balind will take place at St.
Patrick’s on Wednesday – October 21st at 10:00 a.m. (as
a prelude, we get a little “concert” on the ukuleles from
a couple grandkids!)
 The burial for Dorothy Figge is tentatively scheduled
for Friday – October 23rd at 2:00 p.m. (St. Anne’s
Cemetery)
This said, I also was told that one of Fr. Jim’s relatives gave
birth to a beautiful child last week. I also will be celebrating
five baptisms at St. Patrick’s this month. As we
commemorate those who go before us in death, we also
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welcome so many into the faith as well. We pray that those
entering the world respond to the vocational call as those
who are leaving the world to be with God.
We will be remembering all of our beloved deceased at the
, which will take place on
November 2nd (Monday) at St. Anne’s (5:00 p.m.) and St.
Patrick’s (6:30 p.m.). Because of COVID, we cannot put a
book out for folks to write in the names of their loved ones
who have died. Please know that all of you will be on our
prayers at these special Masses.
We are also gearing for a November 7th
at St.
Patrick’s Church. This
will be mostly a take-out
event; we will provide
limited seating for those
who wish to dine-in.
More information will be
forthcoming in our
weekly bulletins. Our
parish council wants to
start holding 50/50 raffles
as part of our fundraisers
so feel free to grab a meal,
make a 50/50 donation and hope that you win!!! (Starting in
January, we also will hold 50/50 raffles as part of the parish
collection envelope program – more information TBA.
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Ruben & Carmen Andrade are now offering
after the 12:00 Mass on Sundays in the
church basement for takeout. All monies from the sales
benefit the parish, so stop by for a wonderful lunch! (Ruben
& Carmen use me as a guinea pig for the meals and I never
feel hungry on Sunday afternoons – I usually need a nap
after consuming the best enchiladas in the city!)
At present, ten individuals have signed up for our
at the border town parishes. We are working out
glitches in our online classes; we held our first class this
week online (all classes take place on Wednesday nights
from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.). We have decided to open up these
classes for anyone who wishes to learn a bit about the faith
as part of “Adult Education.” All information about the
classes, the handouts and entering the online courses can be
found at the border town websites:
.
Ana Rivas from Camino y Esperanza is helping me with
accommodating those folks who wish to take the classes in
Spanish – so far, four individuals have chosen to take the
RCIA courses in Spanish! All classes in Spanish take place
in-person at St. Patrick’s, one hour before the 12:00 Spanish
Mass in the church basement.
We continue to get the life of our local parishes back on
track with all the activities we normally do – folks still need
spiritual care and we will do our part to help out. I am told
that the St. Pat’s folks are back to making mats for the
homeless. St. Anne’s service commission will be meeting
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once again next week to help the needy. We will be taking
collections at Thanksgiving and Christmas time for those
who are in need as well. As stated in “Notes” the last couple
weeks, among the activities we wish to address…






We will put up
early this year,
not knowing if or when the status of our December
Masses will change by mandate of the government or
the bishop.
We will move forward with
on December 12 and an outdoor Posada celebration this
year.
We now have music at our Saturday 4:00 p.m. Mass at
St. Patrick’s and the first and third Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
at St. Anne’s. We are looking for musicians for the other
Masses - if you know of anyone (including college
students who might be able to help), please contact
the office.

In addition, I will begin classes in
October for those adults over the
age of 14 who wish to receive the
sacraments at the Easter Vigil.
These
at the Border Town
Parishes will take place on
Wednesday nights, starting in
October from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. We
finally are getting around to taking care of those from last
year who waited until this month to receive these
sacraments. We are most blessed to take care of them and
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we very much wish to take care of you as well!!! To learn
more about these sessions (either for RCIA or Adult
Education, feel free to
We continue to offer
for
those who wish to stay
at home (as our
president contracted
COVID-19 this week,
we need to remind
ourselves to stay safe
and do what is necessary to stay healthy!). If you wish to
remain at home and still receive the sacraments, we can
come to you – just contact the parish offices for more
information.
Also, we still are willing to make “Sunshine Calls” and
visits for those who seek them. Please call the offices if you
know someone in need of this service.

Note: All Online Masses from the Third Sunday of
Lent through this weekend’s Mass can be found
at
.
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:

:
For St. Patrick’s Church Bulletin
(October 17-18, 2020), CLICK HERE!!!
For St. Anne’s Church Bulletin
(October 17-18, 2020), CLICK HERE!!!
For all parish bulletins, CLICK HERE!!!
:
To access Fr. Pete’s Homily
for this weekend, CLICK HERE!!!
To access all of Fr. Pete’s homilies, CLICK HERE!!!
:
My father, Fr. Dan, Darlene Peerbolte… and me!!!
:
Fr. Jim Fanale, Dorothy Figge,
Cleona Menser & Lois Jean Balind
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CLICK HERE to watch Fr. Pete’s Videos that Walk through
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the Liturgy, produced for the University of Dayton.
CLICK HERE to watch Fr.
Pete’s Twelve Part Series
“Stories on the Journey,”
Broadcast on Shalom
World TV!
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Help support our parishes buy purchasing copies of Fr.
Pete’s Homiletic Books! You can purchase them at the
parishes or online at Amazon.com!
Cycle A Homilies - Cycle B Homilies - Cycle C Homilies

12

At St. Patrick’s, we still have to address a debt at St.
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Patrick’s just over $300,000; we wish to keep up with the
bills at St. Anne’s as well. We need to keep up with our
renovations as well. If you can help with a pew donation
($2,500), help with renovating our gym floor at St. Pat’s
($15,000), help with offsetting the cost of the Sacred Heart
convent renovation ($7,000) or helping us pave the parking
lot at Pat’s ($70,000), that would be great! For $1,000,000,
you can have one of our gyms named for a loved one – this
one time gift would take care of all problems at our parishes
and would go a long way in preserving what we have for
generations to come!!!

(815) 472-2864
119 N. Market St.
Momence, IL 60954
Website:
www.stpatrickmomence.org
Office Hours: Mon, Wed & Thu 8:00 - 3:00 p.m.
EMAIL RECTORY

SUPPORT ST. PATRICK‘S CHURCH BY GIVING
ONLINE!!!
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(815) 427-8265
PO Box 470
St. Anne, IL 60954
Website: www.stannestanne.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 8:00 - 12:00 p.m.
EMAIL RECTORY

Support St. Anne’s Church by Giving Online!!!
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