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Dear Friends of the Mailing List:
I am asking for a couple special prayer
requests, followed by a story, a discussion of celebrating weekend Masses, and the rest
of my “News and Notes.”
A week or so ago,
(the office manager at St. Patrick’s Church in
Momence) was admitted to the hospital for a scheduled procedure. Complications
have resulted that have returned Mary to the hospital last night. I often kid (but am
rather serious) that the pulse of any church passes through the secretary, the
housekeeper and the maintenance personnel. Mary has done outstanding ministry at
St. Patrick’s and really needs your prayers. If you wish to send Mary cards or messages
of good will to the St. Patrick’s Office (119 N. Market Street – Momence, IL 60954), I
am sure she would appreciate it; all of us would.
In addition, I ask you to pray for
, who undergoes an operation of his
own on Tuesday. Wally has been responsible for upgrading all three houses at our
three parishes. He shortened the pews at St. Patrick’s to allow us to celebrate funerals
properly. He has been doing some basement work at Pat’s that is nothing short of
remarkable. He also volunteered to complete the floor installation of the Hopkins Park
Convent that a parish was supposed to complete as part of their Lenten Service Project
that was cancelled. Wally will be out of commission for awhile but he has been
working diligently to finish what he can before the operation.
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Now the story…
Per the request of our faithful, I decided to celebrate
at St.
Patrick’s (9:00 a.m.) and St. Anne’s (11:00 a.m.). There were more than a few surprised
folks who witnessed a priest standing alone around an altar on Memorial Day. I
offered a video tribute online for your behalf and, per your request, also celebrated
these outdoor Masses. At St. Anne’s, I was greeted by a group of bikers who were
honoring our deceased veterans with the revving of engines. When they saw me
celebrate Mass, the stopped what they were doing on the other side of the cemetery,
prayed with me for the honored dead, and, at communion time, revved their bikes one
last time before they drove away. It was a really powerful moment for me!
Last night, Kim Emerson, Dana
Miramontes and Faith Blanchette
from St. Anne’s pulled me from
my “long winter’s nap” (in the
Spring – they laughed at me that
I go to bed at 8:30 p.m. and still
call St. Anne a “city”) to discuss
how we were going to
implement the bishop’s forty-six
page detailed plan for
(see
attachment). Now that the
Illinois governor chose to honor
the first amendment, declare
churches as “essential” and has
set upon the churches “guidelines” rather than mandates (to read the Chicago Tribune
Article on this, please
), we also are obligated to follow the bishop’s
mandate concerning the “ten-person rule” within church buildings. If you would like
to watch the bishop’s YouTube Message about in-church Masses, please
!!!
We also discussed the feasibility of celebrating
at 4:00 & 9:00 at St.
Anne’s and 5:30, 10:30 and 12:00 noon (Spanish) at St. Patrick’s, weather permitting –
there are less restrictions for outdoor Masses, as long as we keep to the social
distancing regulations. This puts more work on me… but tell me what’s new. We will
keep working on this discussion so that we can get you back to celebrating Mass with
us. Regardless, I will still keep celebrating online Masses with our “low tech”
equipment, including the Pentecost Sunday Mass, which you can access below. (BTW,
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we are doing the same with David Wheeler at St. Patrick’s as well as Fr. Ray and Sr.
Marybeth at Sacred Heart).
St. Anne’s staff was nice enough to get me another video camera, as the last one I was
using gave out on me. From what I am being told, I think the videos are of benefit to
all of you. I feel humbled and blessed that we can still minister to each other in this
way (BTW, Joanne Hermann and Cookie Schroeder, from Pat’s and Anne’s
respectively, have offered “Sunshine Phone Call Greetings” to all of you at the
beginning of the Mass this week).
Carol Preston wanted to make sure that we make public the great work of
. In addition to adding it to next week’s bulletin, I have attached their work with
this bulletin as well.
I am told that the
will return to our grotto on June 7th. Ardis
Wardynski has asked me to list all the volunteer work needed at St. Patrick’s, which
includes grotto maintenance, tuckpointing and general cleanup. I noticed at St. Anne’s
a wonderful number of volunteers beautifying the property as well. A former
parishioner of mine from Joliet (Rafael Hernandez) drove to Momence as a volunteer
to do gutter work, repairing a badly damaged ceiling area that was causing plaster to
fall from our ceiling. Rafael was responsible for helping us remove trees that were
damaging our property, installing gutters at our gym and sealing the seams of our
gym and church ceiling, while cleaning both sets of gutters as well.
I would be remiss if I did not mention how David Wheeler and the
have been working with
to clean up the church from its
water damage. St. Patrick’s has gotten the brunt of damage from our rain problems
and the Knights have been great in addressing what they can for our parish. No words
can express how much indebted we are for Jack Noonan, who single-handedly has
maintained the properties of St. Patrick’s and Sacred Heart. We need (and certainly
have!) more folks like Jack who keep our ships afloat through
this virus storm we are encountering.
(BTW, the house in which Jack lives on the St. Patrick’s
property is in great need of repair, if anyone has the skills
and materials to help us out!)
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Lastly, we are in the process of hosting a
on the Church
Properties in June. I will post online Masses and reflections for the St. Anne Novena,
while promising you that we will do something for St. Anne’s on July 26th. We may not
be able to hold our traditional Mass that day but something will be done for your
benefit – I promise.
Below are the links for the Masses and services and greetings we offer for your
consideration:

Note: All Online Masses from the Third Sunday of Lent through this weekend’s Mass can be
found at www.stpatrickmomence.org.
From what I have come to find out, even though my pay was decreased, my workload
has increased significantly with all the video work. I couldn’t care less about the
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money – I care very much about saving souls… starting with my own!!! Everything
mentioned above can be accessed at the parish websites or the John Jones Channel on
YouTube.
Help support our parishes buy
purchasing copies of Fr. Pete's Homiletic
Books! You can purchase them at the
parishes or online at Amazon.com!
Cycle A Homilies
Cycle B Homilies
Cycle C Homilies

CLICK HERE to watch Fr.
Pete's Videos that Walk
through the Liturgy, produced
for the University of Dayton

CLICK HERE to watch Fr.
Pete's Twelve Part Series
"Stories on the Journey,"
Broadcast on Shalom World
TV!

starting in May,
the bishop is allowing us to pay our staff members their full salaries. Just for the
record, we never stopped paying our staff members their full salaries (except for me) –
there is no way we were going to deprive our folks of a decent living, especially after
what they all do for our parish (for the record, Jack Noonan at St. Pat’s chooses to do
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all the maintenance work for no cost, in the spirit of what John Hermann used to do
when he served as our maintenance guru at St. Pat’s). In the process, I have tried to do
my part – I have donated from savings and such about $25,000 the last twelve months
for the benefit of this community. As I have stated on numerous times, I am trying to
do my part to help you out, retirement be darned – I’m more concerned about my
afterlife than retirement life (the way I’m going, good luck on me getting to retirement,
anyway!). All we ask you to do is your part in this cause (just so you know, Sacred
Heart has received nothing over the last few weeks and I have had to deplete whatever
I have left to keep that ship afloat). We already have a link set up so that you can help
support the Sacred Heart Mission, which is the poorest community in the diocese.
Here is the link for the Online Giving Link for all three of the parishes I serve (this
gives you the ability to donate directly from your bank account to the parish’s)…

119 N. Market St.
Momence, IL 60954
(815) 472-2864
Website: www.stpatrickmomence.org
Office Hours: Mon, Wed & Thu
8:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Email Rectory

Support St. Patrick‘s Church by Giving Online!!!

230 N. 6th Ave, PO Box 470
St. Anne, IL 60954
(815) 427-8265
Website: www.stannestanne.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thu
8:00 - 12:00 p.m.
Email Rectory
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Support St. Anne’s Church by Giving
Online!!!

43765 S. Walnut St.
Pembroke Township, IL 60958
(815) 370-9791
Website: www.sacredheartpembroke.org
Office Hours: By Appointment
Email Rectory

Support Sacred Heart Mission by Giving Online!!!
We still are trying to help our parishes out during this time – Wally Martin is in the
process of installing a new floor at the Sacred Heart convent, which was in desperate
need of repair. We still have to address an almost $350,000 debt at St. Patrick’s as well.
We need to keep up with our renovations as well. If you can help with a pew donation
($2,500), help with renovating our gym floor at St. Pat’s ($15,000), help with offsetting
the cost of the Sacred Heart convent renovation ($7,000) or helping us pave the parking
lot at Pat’s ($70,000), that would be great! For $1,000,000, you can have one of our gyms
named for a loved one – this one time gift would take care of all problems at our
parishes and would go a long way in preserving what we have for generations to
come!!!
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:
To access the Parish Bulletin for St. Patrick’s Church (May 30-31,
2020),
To access the Parish Bulletin for St. Anne’s Church (May 30-31,
2020),
For all parish bulletins,

:
To access Fr. Pete’s Homily for this weekend,
To access all of Fr. Pete’s homilies,

!!!

:
Mary Tolmer, Wally Martin, Rose Bailey
Have a Blessed Week! Stay Safe, Stay Prudent and know that God is with you always!!!
God Bless,

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski

Gloria Dei Vivens Homo (The Glory of God is Living in Man)
- St. Irenaeus of Lyons
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