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Border Town News & Notes - April 30, 2021 (Group A)

A wonderful family approached me few months ago, asking
me to help them out with conferring sacraments for
members of their family. They told me that they had become
“nomads” in the faith – they did not feel “welcome” in
whatever church they entered. They came to the border
town area, hoping for a different spirit than previously
received. The family seemed lost.
After speaking to the husband and wife, we found a way to
get their marriage blessed by the church and to get their
family on track with God. The couple was ecstatic – how
blessed they felt by the welcoming spirit of the folks at our
parish! As a result, they started talking to their friends, folks
started coming to our parish Masses and, I have been told,
our attendance has been spectacular during this time of
COVID. With outdoor Masses on the horizon, we hope to
continue this “welcoming” spirit for those who join us at the
border town parishes. You are always welcome to our
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services; we are very blessed that all of you can join us in
prayer.
As a result of this welcoming spirit, I am celebrating over
this weekend, as well as a
and a special blessing for
a
. Some of the folks who have
joined us at the parish “gutted” the guest house on the
Momence property, as we renovate that building for
occupancy later this summer. A family removed all the
carpeting from the house, revealing the same type of
hardwood floor that some believed was used at the
Academy!

The “Rob Me Blind” garage sale removed most everything
we wanted gone from the St. Pat’s campus… and folks
benefitted from the sale in the process. Next weekend, the
folks celebrate their
as
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well, as their concrete walkway to the Pavilion will be
almost finished.
We are making two staff additions at the border town
parishes that we think are beneficial to the community. With
Jack Noonan’s passing on March 4th, St. Patrick’s felt a huge
void in the maintenance department. Both Jack and John
Hermann (the man who preceded him until his own
untimely passing) had given so much of themselves to the
parish. To replace these men was a monumental challenge
to us.
The answer to our prayers
comes in the form of
, the current maintenance
guru at St. Anne’s. With the
blessing of our parishes, Art
will start new hours next week,
serving St. Anne’s on Mon-Tue
from 7-3 and St. Pat’s on WedTh from 7-3 (Friday, Art will
split time at both parishes). To
help Art in this transition, I
purchased a $20,000 truck out
of pocket for Art’s use (thanks
to Mary Tolmer at St. Pat’s for
helping me finance the truck!). I had pulled this stunt at the
last parish I served – getting a parish truck is rather
commonplace in the northern part of the diocese. With the
help of Nancy Siemers (Personnel), Jim Wright
(Insurance) and Mark Janus (Finance) at the diocesan
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offices, we filled out all the necessary paperwork to make
this dream a reality. Frankly, I have no business asking you
all to support your local parishes unless I do my part first. It
is my honor and privilege to serve you in this way.
Hopefully by next week, we will be able to announce some
bilingual help for both secretaries at our parishes – the
growth spurt of ministries at the parishes in Spanish has
been fantastic (celebrating fourteen baptisms in English this
weekend does not hurt, either!!!)!
Today arrives the last of the furniture for the upstairs rooms
at the Momence rectory that will pretty much complete the
(thanks as well to a St.
Pat’s family for donating room furniture to complement
what we purchased this week). Considering the state of the
parish buildings a couple years ago, we have come a long
way in renovating all the houses on our campuses – we still
have the guest house and the gym to address in Momence
(just remember – a $1 million donation to the parish gives
naming rights to the gym and goes a long way to providing
kitchen and bathroom services in the Momence hall –
among other things that need to be addressed).
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About the Academies… this week, I received a phone call
with a gentleman named Devin from a “Catholic School
Renovation” project he was heading. A former alumnus
from Momence contacted him, asking about the
whereabouts of the Academy in Momence. I explained to
this gentleman that both Academies in Momence and St.
Anne had been razed but a couple parishioners from St.
Anne’s unearthed a cornerstone from the St. Anne Academy
last year and that the St. Pat’s folks are still trying to save
their gymnasium, which needs a great deal of repair. I sent
this gentleman the moldy picture of the St. Patrick’s
Academy which I had cleaned up and re-framed; Devin told
me that he will spread the word about saving and
preserving the buildings we currently have.
One more story – a gentleman from the area asked if he
could “metal detect” on the St. Anne property, seeking out
lost “doubloons” or whatever he was seeking. I gave him
5

permission to do so. A few hours later, the man came back
with a handful of St. Anne metals that he found and
practically nothing else! He told me that the land preservation
was immaculate and that he could not find anything; it
seems that whoever was taking care of the property had
really kept the place clean! (Besides, I do not think you are
going to find doubloons or anything shipwrecked about ten
states away from the nearest ocean!!!).
We begin
at St. Patrick’s and Anne’s in
May. At Pat’s, we will hold our
and our
starting May 9th. At St. Anne’s, we will celebrate our
, with the rest of the Sunday Masses outdoors (we
will also start celebrating outdoor Wednesday 5:00 p.m.
Masses, at the faithful’s request).
I looked at the weather report for
, on May 2nd. With rain on the horizon,
we are not going to take chances – the service will take place
indoors. Thus, Sunday morning outdoor Masses in English
begin at both parishes on May 9th. I
I will put out a parish newsletter to advertise both
, hosted by both parishes. More to come on this.
Have a blessed week!!! – Fr. Pete
We continue to offer
for those who wish to
stay at home. If you wish to remain at home and still receive
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the sacraments, we can come to you – just contact the parish
offices for more information.

Note: All Online Masses from the Third Sunday of
Lent through this weekend’s Mass can be found at
or

:

:
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For St. Patrick’s Church Bulletin
(May 1-2, 2021), CLICK HERE!!!
For St. Anne’s Church Bulletin
(May 1-2, 2021), CLICK HERE!!!
For all Parish Bulletins, CLICK HERE!!!
:
To access all of Fr. Pete’s Homilies, CLICK HERE!!!
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CLICK HERE to watch Fr. Pete’s Videos that Walk through
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the Liturgy, produced for the University of Dayton.
CLICK HERE to watch Fr.
Pete’s Twelve Part Series
“Stories on the Journey,”
Broadcast on Shalom
World TV!
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Help support our parishes buy purchasing copies of Fr.
Pete’s Homiletic Books! You can purchase them at the
parishes or online at Amazon.com!
Cycle A Homilies - Cycle B Homilies - Cycle C Homilies
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At St. Patrick’s, we still have to address a debt at St.
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Patrick’s just over $300,000; we wish to keep up with the
bills at St. Anne’s as well. We need to keep up with our
renovations as well. If you can help with a pew donation
($2,500), help with renovating our gym floor at St. Pat’s
($15,000), or helping us pave the parking lot at Pat’s
($70,000), that would be great! For $1,000,000, you can have
one of our gyms named for a loved one – this one time gift
would take care of all problems at our parishes and would
go a long way in preserving what we have for generations
to come!!!

(815) 472-2864
119 N. Market St.
Momence, IL 60954
Website:
www.stpatrickmomence.org
Office Hours: Mon, Wed & Thu 8:00 - 3:00 p.m.
EMAIL RECTORY
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(815) 427-8265
PO Box 470
St. Anne, IL 60964
Website: www.stannestanne.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 8:00 - 12:00 p.m.
EMAIL RECTORY
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