Over the last few weeks, we have been covering a great many projects for all three parishes that I am commissioned to serve. I have
learned in four months that each of the three communities speak
in a completely different “language,” so to speak. How all of you at
the three parishes pray, celebrate traditions and administrate are
quite unique. Trying to streamline all three parishes to swim
down the same stream has been quite a daunting task.
That said, all of you have a great deal in common - your spirit,
your dedication to the faith and your overwhelming generosity
has been unparalleled. Over the last few months, we have renovated two church houses (and currently
are working on the third). Your charitable spirit towards the Sacred Heart Mission has resulted in literally busloads of coats, toys, hams and turkeys that are being delivered even at the time of this writing.
All three parishes are invested in Advent customs - on Sunday night (December 22nd at 6:00), I celebrate the first bilingual Las Posadas celebration at St. Pat’s (I am told the Guadalupe Mass on December
12th was the largest attended Mass in the area in over a decade).
Towards our continual attempt to help all of you out, I have been working on two projects that have
now come to fruition. The first is a three –parish website that we will be able to utilize to promote activities at all three parishes. St. Patrick’s Hispanic Ministry is thriving; both Pat’s and Anne’s invest in a
Lenten Fish Fry. We need to promote St. Anne’s Day online to inform folks that our parish is a National
Shrine! We need to find ways to support financially the folks at Sacred Heart. If you take a look at the
website, I am hoping we will be able to do this (and I’m always looking for suggestions for improvement… like lots of pictures and videos!!!). You can access the website through three domains:
In addition, we have started installing plaques for our pew donation program, which has generated (in
addition to what I have personally invested) over $7,500 at St. Patrick’s thus far. We have installed the
initial plaques at St. Anne’s and St. Patrick’s already. Because of the generosity of the Blanchette family
and the Youth Group of St. Patrick’s Church in Kankakee, we were able to cover the costs for alarming
and providing dumpsters for Sacred Heart Church. The LaMotte family was kind enough to donate resources to upgrade the sound system at St. Patrick’s on behalf of Jim’s wife Marlene. We have
some major work to do in repairing our organ and
St. Pat’s has a debt to be addressed.
That said, we are blessed that all of you have been
invested in the lives of all the parishes. Have a
blessed Christmas Season!

Gloria Dei Vivens Homo (The Glory of God is Living in Man)

We invite those who wish to participate to join us
in the dedication program by remembering a
loved one in a by dedicating a church pew
($2,500), a classroom ($5,000) or even
have a building named in honor of your
loved one for $1,000,000!!! For more

