Last August over in Momence when we placed the image of “Our Lady of Guadalupe” inside our sanctuary, some parishioners who had commented about it had asked about whether this image was more connected to a culture or was more accessible for the community at large. As with most areas of catechesis,
sometimes we need to return back to the teachings of our youth to remind ourselves and our families
about the importance of our various signs, symbols and rituals. Especially in regards to our Blessed
Mother, we certainly should be engaging in and teaching our kids about Marian devotions such as the
Rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet and in this case
.
As you might recall, in 1531 the Blessed Mother presented herself to a the poor, simple peasant in Mexico, St. Juan Diego. Because of her appearance in Mexico some five hundred years ago, those of Mexican
ancestry are most attached to this celebration. However, Pope Pius XII saw it fitting to declare Our Lady
of Guadalupe as “Patroness of the Americas” in 1946 and Blessed Pope John Paul II declared the feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe as a Solemnity in our Church calendar in 1999. Both popes realized that this apparition of Mary affected all of us living in North America and should be accessible to us all. Thus, this feast
of Guadalupe most appropriately should be celebrated by us all this week at St. Patrick’s.
This year on December 12th at St. Patrick’s Church in Momence (119 N. Market Street), we celebrate a
bilingual
at 6:00 p.m., followed by a mariachi reception in the
basement.
celebration, also at St. Patrick’s. Meaning “the inns,”
On December 22nd, we will host our
Las Posadas commemorates the journey of Mary & Joseph to Jerusalem, being rejected inn after inn until
they reach their final resting place and the birth of our Lord. Traditionally, the celebration lasts nine evenings at the various homes of our faithful. Here at St. Pat’s, we have truncated the celebration to one
evening, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. with a bilingual service. It’s a great evening to commemorate the true
meaning of this season, namely the gift of Christ that is brought to the place of King David’s birth and
the home of our eternal, spiritual king.
Also, do not forget to participate in our
(new and gently
used), that ends on December 13-14. Just bring your items to the sacristy of church so that we can bring
them to the poor and needy.
Please feel free to join us at all the celebrations this week! God bless.

We invite those who wish to participate to join us in the dedication program
by remembering a loved one in a memorial dedicated on one of our
chapel seats ($500), a church pew ($2,500), or even have a building
named in honor of your loved one for $1,000,000!!! For more info,
please contact Fr. Pete at the parish office.

